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Dear Diary, today Rowan 
smiled at me! | was sitting at 
the busstop eating my licorice 
at me. And | was wearing my when | dropped my hanky. He 
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non-profit organisations. These are PC Update's standard terms of publication. 
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Editorial 








’m starting this editorial with thanks, 

to the others on the PC Update 

team, Ash Nallawalla, Peter Smith, 

and our new additions this year, 

Lola Fogarty (prood reader), Bob 
King (sub-editor) and Rob Pickford 
(cartoons). Thanks also from each of us, 
to the office team and to our contributors, 
members, advertisers and service 
providers. You’re all part of what makes 
PC Update and Melb PC succeed. 


A special thank you 
As a volunteer organisation, Melb PC is 
indebted to each and every member who 
takes a moment to help another. The help 
can be large or small, technical or not. It 
all goes into creating the community that 
is Melb PC. 

Every once in a while someone makes 
an extraordinary contribution, something 
so far “above and beyond the call of 
duty” that we would be remiss if we 
didn’t single them out. I’m writing about 
members, already deeply involved with 
the group, who take on additional 
responsibilities. That’s what I mean by 
contributions, “above and beyond the 
call of duty”. 

This year, that person has been Stan 
Johnstone, our President. In addition to 
his presidential duties, Internet adminis- 
trative tasks and his unstinting commit- 
ment to “users helping users”, Stan also 
took on the demanding role of Site Man- 
ager for our new Dorcas Street premises. 

Every member of this 
year’s Committee knew 
from the start that 
premises would be one 
of our primary concerns. 
I don’t think any of us, 
save for Stan, understood 
just what that meant. We 
all understood that we 
would need to evaluate 
various options, staying/ 
moving/leasing/buying. 
And that as an organis- 
ation, we had some pretty 
specific requirements. 

The magnitude of the job 
— after suitable premises 
were found—from lease 
negotiations to the 

seemingly endless list of 





tasks lumped under the catch phrase of 
“fit out”, all before the mammoth task of 
re-locating could be considered...these 
complications were beyond most of our 
experiences. 

Lucky for Melb PC (sometimes Murphy 
does take a vacation) this is precisely 
what Stan did professionally, for many 
years, and on projects many times larger. 

Lucky on at least two counts: 


e We had an in-house professional, able 
to understood our needs better than 
any outsider could, someone with a 
personal stake in ensuring that the 
outcome was as close to perfect as the 
real world can be 


e We had the free services of a profes- 
sional site manager, who worked 12-15 
hour days for three months running. 
(I’ve asked others who do this sort of 
work, and they estimate Stan’s role 
saved Melb PC a minimum of $50,000 
in site management fees alone.) 

I'd like to thank formally Stan for his 

extraordinary efforts on behalf of Melb 

PC this year. I’m not empowered to thank 

him on behalf of the members, so I leave 

it to you— individually or as a group—to 
acknowledge Stan’s efforts. 


The past’s message for the future 

To coincide with the 1997 Ron Wilby 
Awards, we’ve reprinted Ron Wilby’s first 
articles. Mny of today’s members didn’t 
have the privilege of learning along with 
Ron. Those who did will enjoy the trip 
down memory lane. 
There’s a more practical 
purpose too. From Ron’s 
first article he was able 
to write about his 
experiences in a way 
that made each reader 
comfortable with his or 
her own level of know- 
ledge. By writing about 
his successes and 
failures, he showed us 
how to enjoy the process 
of working with our 
computers, even when 
the results aren’t what 
we expect them to be. 


Enjoying that process 
and sharing our 


Carol Daniels 










experiences with our fellow members is 
part of what makes user groups different 
from other computer organisations. 

As you relax during the holiday season, 
take a few minutes to review the results 
of the Readers’ Choice poll, especially the 
answers to the questions about favourite 
articles and topics you'd like to see in 
future issues. 

It’s the contributors to the magazine 
that set the content. I can’t make any 
author (save for myself) write about any 
particular subject. I can only suggest. I 
make suggestions based on what I see 
discussed in the threads and what I know 
is happening in the industry. But the poll 
results are a better representation of our 
members’ wishes. I can’t fulfil them on 
my own, I need your contributions. 

Remember, that you don’t have to be 
an expert to share a valuable lesson. Note 
too, that tips and how-to articles are per- 
ennial favourites. I imagine every member 
has a favourite tip or trick that makes 
life easier. As you learn new skills, share 
them with your fellow members, they are 
eager to read of your exploits. 


APCUG 


As I wrote the editorial for the December 
1996 issue of PC Update, | was preparing 
to go to the Fall apcuG conference. I’m 
doing so again this year, and then some. 
Pll be attending not only as the Editor of 
PC Update, but also as a Melb PC 
committee person, and a member of the 
APCUG Board of User Group Advisers 
(BoDA). Although all advisers are available 
to help any member group, we also have 
regional responsibilities. For Jerry Stevens 
(in Canada) and me that’s Region 8, 
which translates to all groups outside of 
the usA. While I’m at the conference, I’ll 
be participating in editors’ roundtables, 
and presenting one as well. As part of 
the Melb PC contingent, I'll be picking 
the brains of other user group committee 
members and editors, for ideas, projects 
and tips that we can use to make Melb 
PC and PC Update, bigger, better, stronger, 
faster...and consolidating previous years 
work to bring more top-flight represen- 
tatives to our meetings in 1998. 

Finally, warmest wishes to all for a 
safe and happy holiday season. Here’s to 
a feature-packed, bug-free 1998. O 





4 


PC Update, December 1997 - January 1998 








Figure 1. 





Dear Diary. | am so depresse 
saw Rown in the corridor 


pink sneakers and favourite 
pink top. just so he'd notice m 
and think how cool | was. Do 


you think he likes me??? Ifhe | 


did, he'd smile at me and 
maybe even say hello. Maybe 


#1 | 1 ihe was too distracted to 
||] noticed me. there is the footy 
4} 4 igrand final coming up next 


Fig 


in your Secret Diary 


My Secret Diary 





Dear Diary, today Rowan 
smiled at me! | was sitting at 
the busstop eating my licorice 


laughing at me? Surely he 


4 | couldn't be so mean. He is 





ackaged in a hot pink box 
adorned with flowers, stars and 
hearts, My Secret Diary just 
screams “girls”. It’s a fun and 
jaunty program that is sure to 
bewitch them for ages. 

The central focus is on a diary, with a 
collection of supplementary activities and 
programs to round it out. You can open 
as many diaries as you like and secure 
them from prying eyes with passwords. 
Each diary can be personalised with a 
list of favourite things and its own cover 
and font. You can jazz up a sample 
cover, use your own bitmap files, or 
create a cover from scratch using the 
drawing tools and stamp collection 
supplied. 

Apart from the diary, there is an 
address book to record the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of your 
friends and enemies. Decorate each entry 
with a stamp or two; perhaps indicate 
your best friend with a heart stamp, and 
those who are out of favour with a cross. 
Create a list of things to do, use the 
calculator, tinkle on a keyboard or listen 
to some MIDI files. My Secret Diary comes 
with a collection of classic mrp1 files, but 
you can also load your own. There is a 
calendar and clock, although apart from 
sitting on the desktop looking cute and 
informative, they don’t do much else. 
You can decorate the background of 
each utility in any way you like, using 
the same drawing and stamp tools 
available in the diary cover designer. 
There is also a separate drawing utility 
(again, with the same tools), where you 
can create bitmap masterpieces for 





Figure 3. Creating masterpieces with 
My Paint Time 


Bernadette Houghton 














an alluring 


program... 


chances are, 


the girls 


will love it! 





printing and saving. 

Developed in Australia by David 
Ellsworth Productions (the same mob 
who produced the 4Kids series), My 
Secret Diary is an alluring program. Its 
bright and breezy, offers scope for 
creativity, and is fun to use besides. 
Chances are, the girls will love it! O 


3, | Get present for mas 
; | Put frogs in John's bed 


: 
| 
| 





Figure 4. My Address Book and 
My To Do List 
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My Story Time 


CHILDRENS’ SOFTWARE REVIEW 


Bernadette Houghton 





y Story Time is a lively, grounds using drawing tools such as 
an i ce appealing program that pencil, flood fill and various shape tools, 
revolves around a storybook or import existing bitmap files. You 
creator. Aimed at girls aged populate your background with animals, 
five-to-ten years, it is simple people and other cute things from the 
a to use and also includes other fun, stamp collection, then attach a sound file 
col [ ecti on of educational activities. and fade in/fade out effect. Once you’ve 
To create a storybook, you first build done all that, you can copy your scene 
up a scene. There are 20 pre-defined to a page of the storybook. If you want 
e e,e backgrounds, which you can use as the to record your own sounds, you'll need 
activi Ti es are - modify to eh eee: alterna- , to do so ndependeeiy of pe Story 
tively, you can create your own back- Time. However, this is quite easy using 


Info Box 


My Story Time 


Minimum system Availability and cost 
requirements 


480DX-33 Available at major game and 
Windows 3.1 educational software 


8 MB RAM stockists, including Myer and 
Harvey Norman. 





256-colour SVGA 


CD-ROM _. 
Distributed by Manaccom 


Sound card Ph: (03) 9569 6377 
Mouse Fax: (03) 9569 9641 
28 MB free hard disk 


space. RRP: $39.95 
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GROOVY PRETTY FAMOUS PURPLE SMILE BENDY QUIET 
YUCKY FRESH MOVIE FAIRY RADIO SHOP BODY FACE 
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Figure 2. Reading a storybook Figure 3. Searching for hidden words (medium difficulty) 
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Figure 4. Solving a jigsaw puzzle (medium difficulty) 


the Windows Sound Recorder; although 
youll need a sound card and microphone. 


Each storybook can have up to 15 
pages, and you can save your story for 
later or send it to your friends. In theory, 
your friends don’t have to have My Story 
Time to run your storybook; unfortunately 

despite extensive fiddling, I couldn’t get 


y Story Fy 


In addition to the storybook creator, 
you can dress up and accessorise a doll, 
locate hidden words and solve jigsaw 
puzzles. The jigsaw puzzle comes with 
its own pictures, but you can also create 
your own with the storybook creator, or 
load any Pcx or BMP file. The word maze 
and jigsaw puzzle offer three levels of 
difficulty, so there is room for the 


fan a Outing: a doll. 


Developed in Australia by David 
Ellsworth Productions (the same mob 
responsible for the 4Kids series), My 
Story Time is a nice collection of 
activities, with a colourful, attractive 
interface. The storybook creator will help 
foster your child’s creativity and 
imagination, and the other activities are 


the export feature to work on either my 
Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 machine. 


Sit Right Chairs Pty Ltd 


Australia’s N® 1 in Ergonomic Chairs 


My Cheque/Money Order is enclosed (payable 
to Sit Right Chairs) for the amount of $ 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss 





Address 
& 
Telephone ad 
Signature 7 
Sit Right 503M $244.00 & 
@® Fully ergonomic action @ 
@® Premium foam in seat and back € 
@ Lumbar support in back @ 
: Waterfall front 7 





5 year warranty on mechanism 


Sit Right 502M $210.00 Sit Right Ballan $275.00 
@® Ergonomic mechanism @ Manual height adjustment : 
@® Tilt back and seat @ Folds for easy storage and transporting™ . 
@ Medium back @ Adjusts to suit different desk heights 
@® 12 month warranty @ Seat angle fully adjustable 
Gece nape tens @ Seat slides to suit individual height 
@ High density foam in seat 
Please charge my: Visa/Bankcard MasterCard | » Extra supportive foam in knee pad 
Number ____ ® Strong light weight frame tested to 400 kg 
Expiry date /__ @ Total weight of chair 7 kg 


Sit Right Longreach $335.00 


good value too. oO 


program to grow with the child. 


Sit Right Chairs can offer you a full range of ergonomic office and 
home office chairs at prices to suit your budget. 10% discount is 
offered to all Melb PC members on any purchase. Repairs and 
upholstery to office chairs is also available, please call for a quote. 







TO ORDER A SIT RIGHT CHAIR 
SIMPLY CALL OR FAX THE FORM 





Seat angle fully adjustable 
Swivels 360 degrees 
Adjusts to suit different desk heights 
Raises to drafting height by gas mechanism 
Seat slides to suit individual height 
5 castor star base 

High density foam in seat 

Extra supportive foam in knee pad 
Strong light weight frame tested to 400 kg 
Total weight of chair 8 kg 






2 Acheson Place North Coburg VIC 3058 Phone (03) 9354 2612 Fax (03) 9354 2795 
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his is a rough guide, based on scanners and printers, in several price 
generally available prices during ranges. The price of course depends 








the first week of November on features, output quality, brand 
1997. You'll notice that we’ve name and newness of model. As 
listed some items, such as always, it pays to shop around. Around $75 
From Melb PC 
O35 OL 25 SL NIG F WES 
Membership 
5 | $25 or less Around $50 3 e Additional Corporate 
A A Membership 
e Courses in specific 
A* From Melb PC From Melb aa | A” applications/ general 
ie e Renew Individual Membership techniques 
e 10 Memorex 3.5-inch, e New Individual Student From elsewhere 
J. ee ae Membership 4- ° 16 MB Normal/EDO 
e 10 Generic pre- e Renew Individual Student RAM 
& ease ita Membership = e Sound card, 16-bit 
3 5 email e New Individual Pensioner 3 Creative SB 
a e Internet Kit Win 3.x Membership Js #5 Sidesdader 
A” e Internet Kit Win 95 e Renew Individual Pensioner A> e Many Top Ten games 
% From elsewhere Membership e Joystick 
: ° Mouse pad e Courses in specific applications/ 
4. 6 Me vest general techniques Jj. $100-$200 
: : From elsewhere < 
e Mouse cleaning kits 
e 50 sheets of high- e 4 MB, 8 MB, EDO RAM < From Melb PC 
y resolution paper e InkJet/BubbleJet/Stylus refills p | © New corporate 
: (quality InkJet printing) e¢ 4 MB EDO RAM . membership 
AS e Iron on tee shirt paper ¢ Some games and leisure titles A> e Renew corporate 
ds. e Blank CDs e Networking card & membership 
e 100 MB Zip disk e Joystick e Internet subscription 
Jj. e Registration of many e Registration of many shareware Jj. e Courses in specific 
shareware programs oe applications/general 


Oi <3 OLX 3 OLS GS Scapa 


e AirKey Infrared 
(Wireless) Keyboard 






NEWSPAPER PRODUCTION 





















using oo USING PAGEMAKER 6.5 your e 33.6 internal or external 
ee The latest PageMaker adds frames and scripts, ideal for dollars modem 
= automating a newspaper or newsletter, but how do you do farthec 6 36 Kaen 










¢ jf it. Here’s the way, plus more on consistent publications. 
5. | And there’s a web site for new scripts etc. 


Paperback $52 (members $42) 


» PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


PUBLISH You may know the computer part but how about printing, 
binding, marketing, legal things, book numbers, barcodes 


and lots more. $19.95 (members $17.95). 
3 MelbPC members pay no postage costs. 


Worsley Press, 11 Lintel Court, Hastings 3915 


Freecall phone/fax 1800 622 805 


Web: www.peg.apc.org/~worsley 
Use Visa, Mastercard, Bankcard, Amex or just ask for free leaflet 


32 MB EDO RAM 


Patronise 
those 






ww Z 


who 
offer 
discounts 
in PC 
Update 
(see 
page 33) 


See eR Bee 
& & 
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Around New Computer Owner 








$300-$400 
From Melb PC 
e 3.2 GB HDD e Melb PC membership 
e InkJet Printer e Melb PC training course 
e Stylus Ink Printer From elsewhere 
e Colour Scanner e CyberMedia: FirstAid 97 Deluxe, 
e Palm Pilot 5000, 512 KB FirstAid 97, Oil Change, Uninstaller v 4.5 
e 6x86 motherboard e PowerQuest: PartitionMagic. DriveCopy 
upgrade e AntiVirus product (with one-year 
© 41 GB hard disk subscription to updates) 
e 56 K modem e Mouse pad 
e External Zip drive + ° Wrist ai 
100 MB disks e Floppy disks 
e 15-inch monitor e Printer cartridges 
e Creative SB Gold e Gift certificate for computer books 
64-bit sound card e Word processing suite 
Hauppage TV card e Paint Shop Pro 
e Norton Utilities 
e MicroGrafx CreataCard 





Perfect 2000 mceees | Pesce O68 
IBM 6x86 P200+ CPU Intel Pentium 200Mhz MMX | intel Pentium MMX233 MHz |1.7GB $235.00 
Intel Triton VX Chipset Intel Triton VX Chipset Intel TX Motherboard 2.1GB $255.00 
512KB Pipeline Burst Cache | 9! 2KB Pipeline Burst Cache | 5]2KBR L2 Cache 2.6GB $285.00 
16MB EDO RAM 32MB EDO RAM, VET Antivirus | 39148 SDRAM, VET Antivirus |3.2GB $305.00 
2.1GB EIDE Hard Drive 4.3GB EIDE Hard Drive 6.4GB Quantum Hard Drive |3.5GB $339.00 
20 speed CD-ROM 24 speed CD-ROM 24 Speed CD-ROM 3.8GB $375.00 
16 Bit Sound Card Sound Blaster 16 PnP Sound Blaster AWE64 4.3GB $389.00 
25W Multimedia Speaker | 1 20W Multimedia Speaker | jqz7z 300W 3D Speaker 6.4GB $585.00 
Panasonic 1.44MB Floppy | Panasonic 1.44MB Floppy —_| Panasonic 1.44MB Floppy aaa S 
IMB $3 64bits Video Card | 2MB ET6000 128bit Video | 4MB Diamond 3D VideoCarc 
14" N/.L/R Monitor TS" N/LU/R Monitor 17" N/R Monitor 8MB EDO RAM $45.00 
104 Mitsumi Keyboard 104 Mitsubishi Keyboard 104 Honeywell Keyboard |16MBEDORAM $80.00 
Mitsumi Mouse & Pad Misumi Mouse & Pad Microsoft Mouse & Pad 32MB EDO RAM ‘$155.00 
MiniTower Heavy Duty MidiTower Heavy Duty MidiTower Model|16MB SDRAM $120.00 
Windows 95 Full Version CD | windows 95 Full Version CD |32MB SDRAM $180.00 


9899. 0 0 8MB Normal RAM $60.00 


16MB Normal RAM $90.00 
Perfect Upgrade Choice PC Upgrade & Repair 
Upgrade to IBM 6x86 Series Intel Pentium MMX All Perfect Systems come with 


@IBM 6x86 PR20O0+ $260.00| Pentium 1646Mhz MMX $365.00 2 years parts & labor Warranty 


H EYE ES @IBM 6x86 PRI66MMX $305.00) pentium 200Mhz MMX $415.00 | 
@IBM 6x86 PR2OOMMX —- $380.00 | Pentium 233Mhz MVX $515.00 All Perfect Upgrade come with 
1 year Warranty 


AMB Matrox Millenium iI $385/With Pentium With Pentium Motherboard 


8MB Matrox Millenium || $630 Motherboard VA we es me 
12MB Mattox Millenium II $790 [Award Winning Upgrade SZ) Bat! Co Ulimate @rolaa)eviiiare 


16MB Matrox Millenium II $915 |, amp K6 PR166 MMX $430.00 oe 
Modem cleigiaie ee. 


4MB Matrox Mystique $330 |,AMD Ké PR200 MMX $475.00 
Mattox Rainbow Runner $430 |aAMD K6 PR233 MMX $669.00 |..33, 6ktps int Modem $115.00 | (MAZoyA@M ate lim alelal rele (eh 
~33.6Kbps Ext Modem $135.00 Chel tenha m Vic. 3192. 



















































Reference letter 
"Ultimate Computing Technology 3 
faced the TOP 10 challenge in Se; * 


submitting a 3000 series from its Perfect 
ystem range. Its follow-up PC adopts Cyrix's 
x86 PR200 engine and 48Mb RAN, yielding 
performance increase of over 6 percent. 
ot to mention the megabytes-aplenty 
AGDbIBM hard drive. Well priced at just under 
2000, The Perfect System 3100 Series 
commands attention, finishing second in its 
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6MB Hercules Stingray $395 


























































With Pentium AMD 

@33.6Kbps Int $165.00 
@66Kops Ext [Miebaties’ s225.00| FeoME ethvarstreyiayele) : 
233.6Kbps Int Banksia $136.00 Tel: (03)95842896 
G5 Canon EPSON | Meee hAcleesonaad 


All kinds of Printers al @ ALG || HC (O11) OU A @LOOR IOAN O\ARicIne eC 


2MB Diamand Stealth 3D $12 
AMB Diamand Monster 3D $295 
A4MB Diamand Viper 330 $395 


DIAMOND 


m@UuUeitiririemMe#® @ia 





Motherboard 4(& 
















PLEASE CALL FOR THE 
CATEST PRICE!!! 
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Around $500 


Laser printer 
InkJet printer 
Colour scanner 
e Cassiopeia 

(Windows CE) 
e 5 GB HDD 


e Pentium 233 MMX 
motherboard upgrade 


e 17-inch monitor 

e CD writer 

e PalmPilot Professional 
e Video conferencing kit 
e Digital camera 





Around $1000 


e Laser printer 

e Colour scanner 
e 6.4 GB HDD 

e 15-inch monitor 
e 17-inch monitor 
e CD writer 
Digital camera 






CYBEC PTY LTD 
Web: www.vet.com.au 
Sales: 1300 364 750 


Antivirus Software 













'T 
A 


AUSTRALIAN MADE 


From Melb PC 

e Melb PC Corporate 
Membership 

e Melb PC Training Course 

From elsewhere 

e MS Office 98 new user 
or upgrade 
QuickBooks Pro 
Quicken for Business 
Scanner 
Printer 
Modem 
Network card 
DragonDictate 
Shakespeare SpeechWriter 
Typing program 
Laptop computer 


Gift Certificate for 
computer books 


DTP software 
New mouse 
Mouse cleaning kit 
Norton Utilities 
Visio Professional 
Visio Technical 


Students and 
inquiring minds 
of any age 


From Melb PC 
e Melb PC Student 
Membership 


e Melb PC Internet 
Subscription 


e Melb PC training course 
From elsewhere 


e CD encyclopedia 

e CD player 

e Gift certificate for 
computer books 
Zip drive and disks 
Jaz drive and disks 
Word processing suite 
Drawing package 
Norton Utilities 
Mouse pad 
Wrist rest 
Sound card 
PC speakers 
Kai’s Power Goo 
Floor Plan Deluxe 
Visio Standard 








Ah&bAERRELE RARE 
& Members’ specials 


Bananas in Pyjamas 
Brand new game for 
two-to-six year-olds. 
Normal RRP: $49.95 
Members’ deal: $39.95 


Solve your gift problems 


Quicken 
The favourite accounting 
package. 
Normal RRP: $79.95 
Members’ deal: $65.00 


& 
4 
& 


Contact the Fingerprint Group (03) 9819 4411 to order 
10% PCUG You may either: 
Wifejaalexsze 


ID) tere) 8] ay! e Pick up at the monthly meeting (please pre-order to avoid 


disappointment) or 


e Arrange for your orders to be posted (for a small extra 
charge per order) 


bababddbbabdbad 


Automatic Virus Protection 
Internet & Email Protection 


Free Updates mailed for | year 


ha Ginn BE BOT OT Hy BB 


Free phone support for | year 








: Win a Hayes 56K 
For the whole family Modem 


From Melb PC 





° Melb PC Family very member Using K56Flex technol- 
Membership who introduces ogy, the most compatible 
another new 56K technology, the Hayes 
. ecice member from Accura 56K Modem com- 
ee ' ae now until the end _ bines high performance 
Sky’s the limit — family additions of March 1988 will be with ee ee 
From elsewhere eligible to go into a product reliability. 
e 23 GB HDD e CD Encyclopedia = 8=©draw to win a Hayes Compatible with 
é.204nch moniter Zip drive and disks Jy Accura 56K Modem. Windows®, the Hayes 
e Digital camera Jaz drive and disks / Home internet access | Accura 56K Modem is 
Pentium 200 MMX Games and leisure titles 4 is fast becoming a extremely easy to install 
notebook CyberMedia: FirstAid 97 | ‘normality and for some, and guarantees a quick 
Peompurer with Deluxe, FirstAid 97, Oil | a necessity in today’s —get-up-and-go straight 
64 KB RAM, Change, Uninstaller v 4.5 hi-tech society. Whether from the box. 
2.1 GB HDD, Norton Utilities accessing the Internet at The Hayes Accura 56K 


4 x CD, Sand card home or in the Office, Modem is the perfect 

sound card, PC speakers getting online quickly Christmas gift for the home 

33.6 credit card aie ,\ and easily is essential tO and office Internet user. 

modem Joy aS ] saving both time and Ror Richer token 

Windows 95, Steering wheel and pedals Beene ye stockists, please contact 

docking station, Kai’s Power Goo | Hayes’ range of Accura Hayes Modems on 

: Floor Plan Deluxe Modems allow you to (02) 9959 5544. 

download up to 56K bits 


per second and obtain 
the fastest Internet access 
currently available. 

















































Dragon _ 
NaturallySpeaking 


Speak to your computer naturally and at normal pace without 
pausing between words. Your spoken words swiftly appear 
on your computer screen. 


All of the words people use everyday are immediately 


recognised. The 30,000 word active vocabulary is backed up 
by a200,000+ dictionary. Medical and Legal vocabularies 


This is how it works: 
Find a friend. 

Get a Melb PC membership form. 

Get friend to fill out form, showing 
your membership number as the 
referring member. 

Send form with payment. 

Your membership is extended by one 
month for every new individual member 
you introduce, up to a maximum of | 2 









System Specs. 
Min Pentium 133 MHz, Dragon Naturally Speaking 
32 Mb RAM, Windows 95 or NT, Winner of BYTE Magazine’s 
16-bit sound card, CD-ROM drive “Best of COMDEX/SPING ‘97” 


10% Discount for club members Winner months. 
. Melbourne PC/IT 97 
Save time and money with the Aust. PC User Magazine 


world’s first general-purpose 
large-vocubulary true continuous 
speech voice recognition software. 





“Best Personal 
Computer Product” 























WWW: dragondictate.com.au Email: sales@dragondictate.com.au 


See Dragon Naturally Speaking at 


456 ST. KILDA ROAD, MELBOURNE VIC 3004 (03) 9866 5733 
L3/379 PITT STREET, SYSDNEY NSW 2000 (02) 9264 4055 

L12/41 QUEEN STREET, BRISBANE QLD 4000 (07) 3236 5944 
L3/45 KINFG WILLIAM STREET, ADELAIDE SA 5000 (08) 8212 2662 
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Newspaper Production 
using PageMaker 6.5 

reviewed by Carol Daniels 
You may not be 
able to judge a 
book by its cover, 
but this Australian 
book has as 
succinct a title as 
you could hope 
for, with just one 
caveat, it could 
include news- 
7 letters, but would 
only suit newsletter publishers who are 
prepared to do the pre-work necessary 
to establish detailed design style-sheets, 
and disciplined enough to hold to those 
style guidelines. 

The author, Gordon Woolf, assumes 
that his readers know how to produce a 
newspaper, use a computer, use Windows 
(or Mac) software and have at least some 
familiarity with earlier versions of 
PageMaker or other similar desktop 
publishing (DTP) programs. It’s not a 
“How to Use PageMaker 6.5" book, nor 
is it a "How to Produce a Newspaper" 
book, you won’t find general graphic 
design advice, writing tips or suggestions 
for obtaining advertisers. 


One thing that sets this book apart 
from others is its absolute functional 
approach. In other words, it’s not one to 
make you go all quivery over bleeding 
edge page design ideas from avant-garde 
publications. But I defy anyone who 
works on quick turn-around publishing 
projects to read it without trying the 
techniques and marvelling at the potential 
for increasing the efficiency of their 
publishing endeavors. 


using 
PageMaker 6.5 


The book is also available in a Training 
Manual format and a Paperback format. 
The more expensive Training Manual is 
ring bound and it includes template and 
script files on disk. Purchasers of this 
version also have access to a mail, fax or 
e-mail enquiry service. I reviewed the 
training manual and I have to say that 
the luxury of the ring binder is well 
worth the extra expense. It lies open, flat 
on every page and I could print my own 
efforts and file them alongside the text 
book examples for future reference. The 


For the bookshelf 


paperback version contains all the same 
text, but is printed in a slightly condensed 
format. Purchasers of the paperback 

book must download their copies of 
template and script files from Worsley 
Press’ web site and are only able to 

make their enquiries via e-mail. 

Although there is a short introductory 
section, which includes a diagram of key 
elements of a generalised PageMaker 
screen, the book is more aimed at users 
familiar with earlier versions of PageMaker, 
rather than absolute newcomers to the 
program. Screen captures are used to 
illustrate techniques, but the descriptions 
are written for an audience that already 
understands common terminology used 
in Windows 95 (and Macs) general DTP, 
newspaper and printing environments. 
Instructions for Win 95 and Mac users 
are given side by side. 

The book uses examples extensively, 
and provides downloadable templates 
and scripts for all those presented. Once 
you have purchased the book you can 
also download new scripts, hints and tips 
as they are made available on the web 
site. Readers are encouraged to share 
hints, tips and scripts with fellow users. 
The main sections: 

Needs & Thoughts 

Templates & Tags 

Putting it All Together 

Graphic & Scanning 

are broken up into several chapters each. 
There are also appendices which include 
lists of templates and scripts (on disk, or 
on the web site, as appropriate). 

Each chapter’s examples are 
supplemented with practical tips that, if 
followed, will further improve your 
efficiency. How to use templates and 
style tags is covered—with the provided 
templates, tags and scripts used in the 
examples—before moving on to creating 
your own. 

Templates and tags for editorial content 
are covered separately from those used 
for advertising content. Although it might 
not be apparent immediately, the more 
restrictive environment of editorial content 
makes it much easier for a novice to 
understand the value of developing and 
using these techniques in a newspaper 
publishing environment. 










In Chapter 5, which covers creating 
templates and style tags, the reader gets 
a good grounding in why and how a 
template should be created. This is also 
where you see the importance of the 
pre-work, the need to develop good, 
serviceable templates, and why they 
should be used as such. The author also 
explains why you should use a template, 
rather than re-working a file. The short 
version is this, a template ensures you 
always begin with a clean slate. 

“Putting it all together” really gets in to 
the nitty-gritty. If you’ve never had an 
insider’s look at the publication of a 
newspaper you may be wondering just 
what it is that makes newspapers so 
different from other forms of publication. 

A quick look at some of the character- 
istics of newspaper production reveals 
three key distinguishing characteristics: 


e A number of contributors (content and 
layout) working independently to 
produce a single finished product 

e Two main streams of input, advertising 
and editorial, each with very different, 
but rigid specifications 

e Tight deadlines. 

Here you will find information on how to 

e Manage files from multiple sources 

e Control style tags and default spacing 
settings 

e Combine templates for editorial and 
advertisements in a full-page assembly 
template 

e Use scripts to automate repetitive tasks. 

How to write scripts isn’t covered, except 

at a very basic level, but the author 

recommends at least one book on the 
subject for those who want to study 
scripting further. Hints, tips and handy 
shortcuts are also included. 

The final section, Graphics & Colour is 
the shortest, which isn’t surprising given 
that much of the actual graphics work 
will have been done using a drawing or 
illustrating program, so the concentration 
here is on importing art into the 
newspaper. 

Chapter 12 “Some general layout hints” 
is the shortest of all, but it includes 
some gems of wisdom that all new 
desktop publishers should learn, 
including the following: 

“The purpose of layout is to make it easy 
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for the reader and to attract him to the 
extent that he starts reading and keeps 
on reading.” 


and 


“Everything seems possible, but it should 
be remembered that with newspapers, the 
news is the purpose, and once layout goes 
beyond the stage of making things easier 
for the reader, then the essential purpose 
is defeated.” 


Conclusion: 


One sign that the DTP revolution is well 
and truly won is the diverse range of 
businesses and organisations that do 
some form of in-house publishing. When 
you occasionally publish a newsletter, 
brochure or other document, you can get 
by with the general tools and techniques 
you already know. For producing a 
quantity of material on deadline, you 
need specialist tools and well-tuned 
techniques. If PageMaker 6.5 is your tool 
and you are producing a newspaper or 
newsletter of any substance this book 
can help you automate much of the 
production process, streamline the 
process of formatting material to a strict 
set of rules and bring together material 
from advertising and editorial streams. 


Gordon Woolf 

Newspaper Production using 
PageMaker 6.5 

ISBN 1 875750 12 6 Training Manual 
ISBN 1 875750 13 4 Paperback 
Published by The Worsley Press, 1997 


Training Manual 
$120 plus postage ($7.50 within Australia, 
about $30 for airmail delivery overseas) 


Ring bound, includes templates and 
scripts on disk, and a fax, mail and e-mail 
enquiry service. 


Paperback 
$52 plus postage ($3.50 within Australia, 
about $10 for airmail delivery overseas) 


All the information in the Training 
Manual, but in a slightly condensed 
format. Template and script files must be 
downloaded from the Worsley Press Web 
site, and the enquiry service is also 
limited to e-mail. 


The Worsley Press 

11 Lintel Court 

Hastings 3915 

Ph/Fax: (03) 5979 1112 

Free Call 1800 622 805 

Web hitp:/Avww.peg.apc.org./~worsley/ 
E-mail worsley@peg.apc.org.au 


Discount 


Worsley Press offers Melb PC members a 
10% discount on purchases and free 
postage for deliveries in Australia. 


Death March: The complete software 
developer’s guide to surviving 
“Mission Impossible” projects 

reviewed by Bernadette Houghton 
The intriguing title of Edward Yourdon’s 
newest book refers to software develop- 
ment projects from hell. Unrealistic 
schedules, budget over-runs, unachievable 
targets, extravagant feature-sets and un- 
happy users—in short, a high likelihood 
of failure. Sound familiar? 

It is Yourdon’s view that death march 
projects are becoming the norm today. 
Even projects that begin with reasonable 
budgets and achievable targets have a 
high chance of developing into frenetic 
battles. In this book, Yourdon attempts 
to help the reader identify potential death 
march projects, and answer several critical 
questions—if you can’t avoid death march 
projects, how can you survive them, what 
should you do to increase their chance of 
success, and when should you be willing 
to compromise or to resign. Yourdon 
discusses issues such as the politics behind 
death march projects, how to negotiate a 
tolerable set of conditions at the beginning 
of a project and how to get the best people 
on your team and then keep them happy. 

The book advocates that priorities be 
categorised according to a “triage” model, 
which basically means concentrating on 
the “must-do” category before the 
“should-do” and the “could-do”. Yourdon 
advocates doing this process right at the 
beginning of a project, whether it is 
apparent or not that the project may 
become a death march. Apart from this 
general—and critical—“triage” guideline, 
Yourdon postulates no rigid development 
methodology or project management 
model. Instead, he concentrates on 
showing managers how to make the 
most of their available resources. 

Much of what Yourdon has to say is 
simply common sense, but as anyone 
who has ever worked on a death march 
project knows, common sense can easily 
fly out the window when the inexorable 
pressures of impossible deadlines prevail. 
Death March will be of interest not only 
to project managers, but to the technical 
staff who do the actual designing, coding, 
testing and documentation. Its an easy to 
read book that you can flick through 
quickly when time is short, or browse 
through at leisure. Whether or not you 
are working on a project that looks 
headed for trouble (or perhaps is already 
there), Yourdon’s book is full of practical 
suggestions to ease the pressure. 

Edward Yourdon 

Death March: The complete software 
developer's guide to surviving “Mission 
Impossible” projects 

Published by Prentice-Hall PTR 

218 pages 

ISBN 0-13-748310-4 


RRP $49.95 oO 
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Specialists in Computer Service and Sales 


We will repair/service 
absolutely anything! 
_ Inc. all computers, 
‘ S) monitors, printers 
> & terminals 


Nucleus Computers can offer service, 
repairs, advice and consumables for 
all makes and models of computers 

and computer printers. After 16 
years of experience in the field, we 
can give you a complete solution to 

all your needs including on-site 
repairs anywhere in Melbourne, 

24 hour service 7 days a week, 

priority turnaround, bulk service 
discounts and maintenance 
agreements. 


FOR EXAMPLE: We will service 
any make of computer, monitor or 
dot-matrix, inkjet or laser printer 
for only $96. Includes clean & 
lubrication, electronic test, 
mechanical overhaul & 
comprehensive diagnostics. 


(Price is for workshop service only. Fee does not 
cover the replacement of any faulty parts.) 


ee ee 
_ 10% MEMBER DISCOUNT ON ALL | 
| SERVICES ON EQUIPMENT, 

| ON PRESENTATION OF THIS AD. 


We also have Melbourne’s most 
extensive range of hard to get 
computer and printer parts and 
equipment. The range includes 

electronic accessories, components, 
consumables, cables, cards, 
manuals & software. 


Distributor for: 
Sunshine EPROM programmers, 
Chroma memory testers, 
PCCOM serial and industrial 
control and data acquisition cards 


Servicing your 
equipment for 16 years 


Internet site: 


www.citysearch.com.au/mel/nucleus 
email: 


nucleus@ozemail.com.au 


-9B MORTON AV, CARNEGIE VIC 3163 
PH: (03) 9569 1388 
|_FAX: (03) 95691540 
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The Ron Wilby Awards 


CLUB NEWS 


ast year was the first for the 

“Wilbys”. This year, the PC Update 

team and the Executive reviewed 

their intent, to recognise excellence 

and to encourage promising new 
authors. We decided to re-structure the 
awards slightly and shave a little off the 
awards in the “best” categories, so we 
could recognise up to three promising 
new authors in 1997, if appropriate. 

In retrospect that was a good decision, 
because this year it certainly is appropriate. 
Whether it was the Wilbys, El Nifio or the 
Hale Bop comet, we were graced with 
several promising new authors. If this 
trend continues who knows how many 
promising new authors we may discover 
in the coming years. 

However, before I get into the formal 
awards for promising new authors, best 
user articles, best reviewer and best 
author, I’d like to give a special 
Honourable Mention to Dr Noel Craske, 
who not only contributed several articles 
this year, but encouraged his students to 
do so as well. In fact he was probably 
responsible for bringing in the most new 
authors this year, and I hope he continues 
to contribute as an author and as a 
promoter of PC Update as a venue for 
his students to publish. 





Noel Craske receives his award 


Now to the Wilbys 


The authors we are recognising wrote 
about a range of computer topics, from 
how-to articles to personal opinion 
pieces and reviews. No matter their 
topics, their writing was clear and lively. 
They engaged us, made us think, smile 
or encouraged us to have a go. 


Promising New Author 


First, an honourable mention to Peter 
Kostouros. 
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Carol Daniels 


Our joint winners in this category are 
Jan Harkin, Ron Kitchen, and Jim 
Maunder, who each receive $750. 





ee 2 e ‘ 
Jan Harkin, one of our joint winners of 
Promising New Author 


Best User Articles 


We have an honourable mention to 
Tony Stevenson for his Seeing the 
Basics column. 

Every member of Melb PC will have 
had at least one problem solved or 
question answered by the winner of this 
$750 award, George Skarbek. 






Carol present George Skarbek with his 
award for Best User Articles 


Best Reviewer 
Reviewers need to be able to think and 
write clearly, they must understand how 


software works, and they must understand 


why people use it and how. We’re lucky 
to have several reviewers who can 


handle almost anything we throw at them. 


Our award of $1000 goes to Bob Burt, 
who reviewed products ranging from the 
Super Putt golf game to hardlock dongles. 








Best Author, Bernadette Houghton, right, 
receives her award from Editor, Carol Daniels 


Best Author 

(This award is $2000.) What can I say, 
the winner is the sort of author an editor 
dreams about but never expects to work 
with in real life (for fear of tempting the 
fates). If there were more authors as 
skilled, conscientious and accurate as 
Bernie Houghton, editors would have 
to own up to being bad- tempered 
ogres, naturally, instead of trying to 
blame it on authors. 


Why the Wilbys? 

For people that have been around 
Melb PC, or user groups in general 
for that matter, the name Wilby has a 
special significance. Ron was one of 
Melb PC’s most prolific and best-loved 
writers. Beyond that he was an 
experienced user with the knack of 
communicating his own experiences, 
good and bad, to users at all levels of 
experience. He was as generous about 
sharing his failures as he was with his 
successes, and Ne olten entertained as 
he passed on his wisdom. 

His articles were favourites, year in 
and year out. Not just amongst our 
members, either. Ron’s articles were 
re-published in user group magazines 
around the world. That's why his name 
is universally known, in user group 
circles at least. 

When he died, Melb PC created a 
memorial to Ron, in the form of the 
Wilbys, their aim is to recognise 
excellence and encourage promising 
new authors for PC Update. 

User groups need Ron Wilbys, 
members who are willing to share 
their experiences, in magazine articles 
and SIG presentations, by answering 
questions on the BBs or Melb PC news- 
groups, aS Committee members, Dial 
Help contacts, office, comms and a 
multitude of other volunteer capacities 
throughout the organisation. 
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To the order of major Finance Companies, Liquidators and other Vendors. 


Wednesday 10th December 
7pm 
34 Oxford Street, Collingwood. 


10 New MMX Computer systems including 233/200 & 166 with warranty. Other Pertium, 486 & 
386 computer Systems. Qty. Notebooks Pentium 133s plus 5 New Pentium 100 Notebook 
Computers (NEC Versa 2400 series) With 3 year International warranty. Other 486 & 386 
Notebook computers. Raid systems incl. Raid Enclosure: 7-bay full metal external raid enclosure 
with facility for SCSI-to-SCSI controller comes with 7 x “Hot Swap” fast SCSI canisters & manual 
plus spare internal cables, Raid Controllers, & various other Raid equipment. New 33.6 Banksia 
Modems with 5 yr warranty. Various Flatbed Scanners plus new HP 4C Colour Flatbed Scanners 
with warranty. File Servers inc: Novel File Server with 10-user Licence. Fax machines, 
Photocopiers, Printers incl: Laser, Inkjet & Dot Matrix. CD-ROM Drives. Joysticks. Parts incl: 
Cases & cables, Network cards, VGA cards, Keyboards, Motherboards, Software. 


EQUIPMENT STILL ARRIVING - TOO MANY ITEMS TO LIST!!! 


Once In a Lifetime Opportunity 


fo Purchase Q computer or equioment at a fraction of retail! 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE ALL STOCK MUST BE SOLD !! 


A refundable $100.00 deposit is required upon registration 


| (Should no purchases be made, the $100 is refunded — should purchases 
be made, the $100 becomes a deposit, deducted from the purchase price) 














Please Note: 10% Buyers Premium Applies 


Payment details: 
Cash or Bank Cheque (made payable to ‘Australian Liquidators of Technology’ Acceptable credit cards are: 
Bankcard, Visa, MasterCard or Amex. (office admin. fee applies) or by special prior arrangement 


ON VIEW FROM 12 MIDDAY PRIOR TO AUCTION 










<2 Tel: 9416 1234 Fax: 9416 2295 
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1997—What a year! 


Over the past few years there has been 

a certain degree of concern whenever 

the year 1997 was mentioned. This would 
be the year when our lease would run 
out at Albert Road, and we would have 
to make a major decision regarding future 
premises, and whether we would buy or 
rent. 

As it turned out, the solution was made 
easy for us. The owners wanted to sell 
the premises and would not consider a 
lease, and the asking price was too high 
for the premises as they were. We 
engaged a valuer who considered it was 
not suitable as an investment, besides 
long-term property investment is not 
what Melb PC is all about. 


Financial matters 


For the third successive year we had a 
healthy surplus, as you will have seen in 
the Financial Report published in 
October’s PC Update. We do not raise 
funds just to put away on cash deposit; 
our task is to raise funds for the benefit 
of Melb PC members and to use in our 
activities. 

With the knowledge that something 
would have to be done in 1997, and the 
forward planning which provided those 
surpluses in previous years, we were 
ready for those changes. At the same 
time, over the past few years there have 
been times when bold financial decisions 
effecting the future direction of Melb PC 
have been made. Those decisions could 
only have been made knowing we had 
the wherewithal to fund them without 
drawing unnecessarily on our reserves, 
and enabled our positive growth. 

During the last few months we have 
been using some of this accumulated 
money for what it was intended for—the 
development and future of Melb PC and 
its members’ activities. 


Dorcas Street offices 


A lot of planning and work went into 
finding suitable new premises, into the 
planning and design, and then into the 
refurbishment of our new offices. And 
we haven’t stopped yet! 

We have gained a street front exposure 
to the public that we previously lacked. 
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President’s Annual Report 


Already this exposure has attracted new 
members, and it has provided an 
attractive centre which has encouraged 
many members to just drop in and see 
what we are all about. 

Facilities have been improved, and 
already there are plans for additional 
equipment and increased accessibility to 
features. The problem of office security 
which was a major concern in Albert 
Road has now been overcome. It has 
become a more attractive office to work 
in, and we hope it will be a more 
attractive place for you to visit to attend 
SIGS, training courses, and the like. 

We also had the opportunity to install 
cabling for networking the whole building 
for all our current activities, and hopefully 
some of the future ones. George 
Skarbek’s expertise was most 
appreciated in this part of the exercise. 
While a lot of this networking is still to 
be carried out, at least we have the 
cables in place to install and modify 
systems quickly and with a high degree 
of flexibility. 


Internet 


Perhaps one of the main benefits of the 
timing of the move was to be able to 
adopt and incorporate the latest emerging 
equipment and technology. This was 
particularly apparent with the Internet, 
with the installation of ISDN lines to 
provide 56 kbps accessibility for our 
members. 

We were fortunate that just at the time 
we were ready for it, along came this 
new technology that is not only faster 
than that previously available, but also 
considerably cheaper. Unfortunately 
technology does not stand still, and in 
twelve months time better and faster 
equipment will no doubt be available. 
At that time we will be in the position to 
adopt it. 

For most of this year we have held 
back on installing new lines and equip- 
ment because of the move that was 
imminent, and as a consequence we 
held back on promoting our Internet 
service and encouraging additional users. 
Now that these restrictions have been 
overcome, we can now actively promote 
the service again with the knowledge 
that it can expand readily at any time to 


Stan Jobnstone 





meet the growing demand. 

However, Internet traffic charges are 
steadily increasing, and so is our traffic 
volume. New features on the constantly 
evolving browser software mean that 
users can now access heavy volume 
material like ActiveMovie, Iphone and 
similar. Using FTP to download files is a 
constant load as software files continue 
to grow in size. Members are buying the 
faster modems now available on the 
market, and it may be necessary to 
create a new basis of charging schemes 
for Internet access relating in some way 
to the users’ differing speeds. At present 
we are monitoring this very closely. 

Our use of peering with other 
providers has enabled us to minimise 
our traffic costs, and we are looking at 
the possibility of mirroring some software 
sites in the near future. There are many 
ways to improve services, just as there 
are many ways to minimise costs, and 
like most things there has to be a 
compromise. We will continue to provide 
the best service possible to our members. 


Bulletin board service (BBS) 


Based on a detailed study of available 
options commenced in 1996, the BBs 
team recommended changes to our 
operating system at the beginning of this 
year. This was mentioned in my annual 
report last year, and unfortunately this 
still has not been implemented. 

Throughout the world BBss are closing 
down, and the Melb PC BBs has been 
continued as a convenient service to our 
members. It is a wonderful resource, and 
a quicker and cheaper alternative to 
other means of obtaining files and 
material from other sources. 

Nevertheless there has been a steady 
decrease in the use of the BBs throughout 
the year, and due to this decreasing 
interest it would be unwise to consider 
to expand it any further in its present 
form. 

In the New Year we hope to introduce 
an additional service—a kind of 
“Beginner’s Internet”—that will have 
some of the features commonly found 
on the Internet but at a much lower 
cost. As we already have most of the 
equipment, it should be possible to set 
this system up at a minimal expense. It 


PC Update, December 1997 - January 1998 


is anticipated that we will be able to offer 


e-mail facilities and the obtaining of files 
by Frp methods from selected sites. The 
Association of PC User Groups (APCUG) 
use this system in the usA, which was set 
up by our own Richard Solly working 
from Melbourne. 


Special interest groups (SIGs) 
Although new sics have startrd during 
the year, it is now more than two years 
since we had a SIG co-ordinator who 
worked well with all the sics. During the 
year I enjoyed visiting all the groups 
who invited me, including two of the 
regional SIGs. 

A few months ago I invited Joe Henry 
to fill a casual vacancy on the Committee, 
and he has since agreed to work with 
and undertake the proper co-ordination 
of the siGs. Joe has been a Melb PC 
member for eleven years and has been a 
member of sis both in the city, and 
now as a member of the Bendigo sIG 
while living in Castlemaine. 

None of these jobs can be done alone, 
but with better facilities and equipment, 
with better communication, co-ordination 
and interface with the Committee, we 
should be able to look forward to 
significant growth in this important 
activity. This will benefit both the local 
and regional sics, and all of Melb PC. 

Unfortunately we are still waiting on 
one piece of equipment which will 
enable members to “attend” sIG meetings 
at Dorcas Street by means of a special 
camera accessed through the Internet. By 
providing two SIG rooms we hope that 
both can be used at the same time, and 
so overcome the problem of suitable 
venues. A number of other pieces of 
equipment and installations are planned 
for the two sIG rooms during the coming 


year. 





Training 


During 1996 the training equipment was 
upgraded. Now with the move to Dorcas 
Street we have the opportunity to expand 
further and improve our facilities in this 
area. 


Lynn Pollock has been working 
throughout this year with the training 
team, seeking out new courses and where 
necessary finding suitably qualified 
trainers to conduct these new courses. A 
direct network link to the Internet is 
available now, which enables fast 
Internet access courses. 


The continued support of Microsoft 
including the donation of software 
licences for their products used in 
training has been most appreciated. 


Our changing face 


I believe I am right in claiming I have 
spoken to and written to more members, 
and have been in more member’s homes 
or had them as visitors in my own home 
than any previous President. With due 
modesty I believe I can claim to know 
more about our members in general 
terms than those whose contact is 
usually through only one avenue of 
interest. 


In the early days of Melb PC the 
equipment we were using was pretty 
basic compared with today. There was 
little commercial software available, and 
although most of our members at the 
time had some programming experience, 
there was a great need to exchange 
knowledge and experience with others, 
and to try to work with the software 
available—which in most cases was 
shareware. 


Today our new member has probably 
just purchased a fast and powerful 
computer often with one of the major 
commercial software packages already 
installed. The machine probably came 
with a modem so they are ready to 
connect to the wide world immediately. 
Although our younger members have a 
greater tendency to understand all this 
intuitively, for most members it is a 
baffling exercise just to know where to 
begin. 

Melb PC’s role continues to be one 
of assisting members in using their 
computers effectively. Although today’s 
products tend to make computers easier 
to use, it is often the starting-off point 
that is the biggest hurdle for new users. 
It is essential that we realise that times 
are changing, and how difficult it can be 
for a new user. 


Only by knowing our members can 
we attempt to provide the benefits and 
facilities they want, and I am glad that I 
have been able to follow through on 
nearly all suggestions or requests that 
have been made. 
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Visitors and visitees 


This new program developed out of an 
idea suggested to me by one of our 
members. As I mentioned above, our 
role has not changed, but the hardware 
and software have changed so 
dramatically that the type of services 
we provide have also needed to be 
studied and upgraded. 


Seeing the need for such a program 
I started the ball rolling, and was very 
grateful when Ian Felsenthal then took 
up the task. Ian has similar experience 
with the University of the Third Age, and 
it is now very rewarding to receive mail 
expressing the gratitude of members who 
have been the recipients of help, and 
from those whose reward was in the 
giving of assistance. 


Orientation days 


These monthly sessions were started 
early in the year to help introduce 
members to all the benefits that Melb PC 
has to offer. Originally I thought that 
most who attended would be new 
members, but I was pleasantly surprised 
that most had been members for some 
time but had never been invited along to 
an activity. Most had never visited the 
office, had never seen the training or sIG 
rooms, or didn’t even know that there 
was a library to borrow books. 


Now that we are in the new Dorcas 
Street offices I hope that more members 
will find the facilities on offer even more 
attractive and inviting. The other benefit 
from this is that the members have the 
opportunity to make their suggestions 
known to myself or a member of the 
Committee about additional features they 
would like to see added to our range of 
activities. 


And of course, they all like to see the 
“flashing lights’—the equipment that is 
at the other end of the phone line from 
their computer. If you have never been 
to the office, do take the opportunity to 
visit on one of these days. 


Seminar days 


During the past two years we have held 
a Seminar Day on a Saturday at the 
Camberwell Centre. Unfortunately, while 
in the midst of the move this year, I did 
not have the time, nor anyone available 
to pass it to at the time when planning 
and preparation for the event should 
have been done. 


I hope that next year will see us again 
having a presentation like those of the 
past, and at this stage it would appear 
that “Windows 98 Explained” would be 
an ideal topic timed shortly after its 


release. 





PC Update 


Our excellent magazine continues to be 
popular with the members, and as you 
know it is made available to both the 
Adelaide and Perth User Groups at the 
“roll-on” printing cost only. This is an 
example of “User Groups helping User 
Groups” instead of our local thought of 
“Users helping Users”. 

This is the second year of Carol 
Daniel’s editorship. She has continued 
to develop the style of material that 
enables us all to use our equipment in a 
more enjoyable and efficient manner. Ash 
Nallawalla continues in the background 
handling the reviews, and finally Peter 
Smith, who somehow makes it all fit 
together and gets it to the printer on time. 


Possibly the best news I can give you 
at this time is that this will be the last 
issue of PC Update delivered by Streetfile! 
It has continued to distress us every time 
we receive a call about a non-delivery — 
at least on these occasions we may be 
able to do something to rectify the matter. 
Of greater concern is the possible number 
of non-deliveries that we don’t hear 
about, and probably lose members as a 
result. With the expiry of Streetfile’s 
contract, it is almost certain that future 
deliveries will come to you through 
Australia Post. 

We changed the Readers’ Choice 
Awards this year as you will see on page 
37. Instead of just using the voting for 
products, this year we endeavoured to 
survey what you like, and what you 
would like to see in PC Update in the 
future. Actually there were few surprises 
in the results, and naturally it is the 
intention to continue to provide you with 
the articles and features you prefer. 


Shareware 


The Webster family has continued their 
excellent work during this year. New 
problems emerge for them as programs 
continue to increase in size and copying 
onto diskettes becomes an ongoing 
problem. 

Under consideration at the moment is 
the possibility of producing a CD-ROM 
with software including the Internet Kits, 
Melb PC rules and other information, 
and some of the old “standards” in share- 
ware and freeware for all Melb PC 
members. 


However this should not conflict with 
the work continually being produced by 
the shareware team who continue to 
bring us the latest and the best so soon 
after being released. Because of the 
quantity problems in producing CD-ROMs 
economically, it is essential that the 
ongoing work of shareware on diskettes 
continues. This is a service of special 
benefit to our regional members and to 
those who have no other means of 


accessing this valuable material. 
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New Committee 


As reported by the returning officer there 
will not be the necessity for elections this 
year. There was only one nomination 
received for each of the executive 
positions, and only five nominations for 
the ordinary committee—in effect the 
new Committee is the same as the 
outgoing one with three members not 
re-nominating. 

I would like to think that this is a 
measure of your confidence in our 
performance in the past year, and I 
certainly look forward to serving a second 
term as President. Morris Tobias will 
continue to provide his support as 
Vice-President, Bill Ford will transfer 
from Secretary to Treasurer, and Gary 
Taig who is a Life Member and past 
Secretary will return to that role again. 

With its large financial turnover, Melb 
PC is too large to be handled by anyone 
who does not have senior financial 
qualifications and experience. By 
providing sound advice, the Treasurer is 
probably the most important position on 
the Committee ensuring the continued 
positive development of Melb PC. We 
enjoyed the experience and advice of 
Bruce Elliott for several years, and I 
have every confidence that Bill Ford will 
carry us through the coming years in a 
similar manner. 

We regret that Gloria Simos, Jean 
D’Andrea and Yahya Abdal-Aziz have 
decided not to continue on the 
Committee. Some of the others who are 
continuing to serve were co-opted during 
the year for their special skills, and we 
welcome the return of Ash Nallawalla. 

I am sure they will work together as a 
united team in the New Year. 

At the same time it is disappointing 
that there were not more members 
prepared to make their contribution to 
Melb PC in the form of making available 
their skills and experience in a 
committee environment. 


Litigation 

Last month I advised members of the 
writ served on us from the UK resulting 
from an alleged posting to an Internet 
newsgroup. There is little more I can 
add at this time, except to advise that 
we have responded and will be 
defending this case. 

We acted promptly in accordance with 
the rules of Melb PC, and with the 
Internet agreement form which all users 
must sign as acceptance of their 
responsibilities. 

Unfortunately litigation of all types will 
probably be an increasing problem in 
the future. At all times I have ensured 
that all committee decisions are made 
with the thorough consideration of any 
possible exposure that could eventuate 
from their decisions. 








Volunteers 

I cannot finish an annual report without 
making some mention of the volunteers 
who assist Melb PC in so many ways. In 
the office, the Internet and BBS teams, 
swap meets, sIGs, monthly meetings, and 
of course the Committee members. 
Without all of you Melb PC could not 
exist. On behalf of all members and staff 
of Melb PC I would like to thank you all 
for the wonderful effort you have 
contributed during the year. 

Your contributions have not been 
possible without the support of your 
families, and thanks must go to them 
also for their tolerance and 
inconvenience caused by your dedicated 
work for others. 


Towards next year 
I look forward to serving you again as 
President. Now that the re-location of the 
offices is now almost complete, I hope 
I may be able to spend more time and 
represent you more widely in Melb PC 
activities. 

Finishing on a personal note to my 
wife, I promise that our house 
will be painted in the coming year. I 
promise! 

My sincere best wishes to you all. 0 
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A beginner’s tale 
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here was once a time a few years 
BC (before computer), when I 
was fighting valiantly through my 
final years as a lecturer to keep 
the computer-oriented young at 
bay. Having more or less succeeded I 
eventually escaped from the shackles of 
Academe and went off on a “long 
holiday”. After a glorious loaf through a 


sunny autumn both winter and boredom 
set in simultaneously. What to do? Why 
not have a look at the dreaded computer? 

Returning to my workaday colleagues, 
I began asking questions. What do I 
buy? “InM-compatible, two floppy drives, 
and 640 KB of RAM if you can afford it; 
if not you can probably manage with the 
standard 256 KB. Tell them it must be 
capable of running dBASE I”. So went 
my instructions! 


What all this meant I had no idea, but 
nevertheless I sat down with the Green 
Guide to find a computer shop nearby. 
Please note, this was the first sensible 
thing I had done. 


Whats all this about? 


“What’s all this rubbish?”, by now I hear 
you saying. Well, this rubbish is 
introductory to what I hope will be a 
series of articles for PC Update that are 
aimed at the beginners, the “New Users” 
who don’t know the difference between 
Dos and pir. I feel we have neglected 
that group somewhat in the past and we 
are about to rectify the shortcoming. I 
hope a recital of some of my mistakes 
and disasters may help you to avoid 
some pitfalls, and even if it doesn’t it'll 
be a start to this series. In the next 
instalment we'll talk about getting you 
started! 


Shopping 
Back to shopping with the Green Guide. 
I decided on a branch of the Green 
Splinter group mainly because it was not 
too far to drag the computer when it 
broke down, as I was sure it would. 
Somewhat later it did! 

Approaching the Green Splinter shop 
with $2000 aboard, I left with about $60 
change and the following: 


e One 4.77 MHz XT, two 360 KB floppy 
drives, no hard disk, no turbo 

e One keyboard, old style 

e One 12-inch (barely) monochrome 
monitor, display fuzzy at edges 

e One basic 9-pin dot matrix printer 

e One box floppy disks. 


New users note: you should get rather 
more for $2000 today than I did back in 
1987! 
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Starting up 

The mistakes start here! Our spare bed- 
room now contained a pile of boxes. 
Unpacking them and connecting the 
contents together was simple and quick. 
Power on and watch the screen. Bingo! 
Nothing! 

Mistake 1 was not to have the shop 
connect the boxes together and 
demonstrate before loading them into the 
car. Better still, have the dealer deliver 
and set up for you, then if anything has 
been forgotten it’s his problem. 

On the phone to the shop. “You've got 
monochrome there, haven’t you? That’s it 
then, just open the case and you'll find 
some DIP switches over on the left.” 


I was supposed to know what a DIP 
switch looked like, find it, and move one 
switch over. How did I know you needed 
a sharp pencil? All the switches I’d ever 
seen you pushed with your finger. 


OK, so that brought up some letters 
on screen, but they were green. I had 
ordered amber. On the phone again, 
“The box had amber written on it.” 

So it did, but the monitor remained 
obstinately green. Back to the shop for a 
change of monitor. I repeat, better have 
the dealer deliver and set up for you. 


Learning begins 
Mistake 2. All the (amber) screen would 
tell me was “Non-system disk or disk 
error. Replace and strike any key when 
ready”. What do I do now? What’s a 
System Disk 

On the phone to my ex-colleagues 
(how they suffered in the weeks to come 
and how they are remembered for their 
endless patience). 

“Didn't they give you Dos with the 
computer?” 

“What's DOS?” 

Enquiry revealed that Dos was an 
extra, cost $150. 


Total disaster 


No software, no manuals, no money. 
How does Ron escape from this? 


[This was the end of Part 1, Part 2 


continues overleaf] 


Where to go next? 


Before continuing with A beginner's tale, 
I’m going to assume that some of you 


may not yet have bought your computer, 


or may be considering an upgrade, So I 
will throw in some of my observations 
about the buying process. 


Lesson one 


A few pointers for you beginners out 
there are now emerging. If you’re about 


e Look for a shop that has some 


service facilities. Walk in and say you 
have a problem with your machine, do 
they do service work? Stick your nose 
in their workshop if you can Cif they 
have one) 

If you buy a system, insist that it be 
set up and tested in your home. 
This is part of the deal and should be 
included in the price. If they won't do 
it, go somewhere else. There are 
plenty of shops 





386, and 486, the price increasing with 
each change in the first digit. The full list 
in order of increasing price and speed is: 


8088, used in the PC XT. Don’t buy 
one now, the XT is quite outdated. 
286 (proper name 80286) is the heart 
of the PC AT. Now obsolescent. 

386SX is the lowest and slowest of 
currently acceptable processors. 386DX 
is the one you should be buying. 
480SX is a down-market 486. Avoid 
this one. 486DX is the top-line of 


to buy, the following may be helpful. e Be clear about what you are going 


to buy. There are a lot of decisions to 
be made here. Don’t spend your last 
dollar on a super-fast computer and 
have no money left for a printer, 
software, and any other needs. Be sure 
that you have an operating system 
included in the price. DOS version 5 
would be my suggestion. And be sure 
you get DOS manuals with your system. 
If you don’t, it’s very likely you have 
an illegal copy of Dos. Be aware that 
software may cost you more than the 
system hardware. And fines for illegal 
copies will cost you even more. 


And now to some hardware decisions. 


t technology. 
e You need a friend. Or, anyway, some- current technology 


one to talk to. But there is a problem! 
The people you talk to will most likely 
not be expert in your particular program. 
Look for help from our Dial-Help pages 


e Choose your shop carefully. You 
want it close to your computer. You are 
bound to have questions, especially at 
first, and you don’t have time or money 
to travel 15 km every time. Avoid 
telling them you are a complete 
beginner. Many of the sales people you 
encounter know less than you. Try 
them out, ask questions (doesn’t matter 
if they’re silly). Evaluate the answers. 
Were they given freely or did you feel 
you were being a nuisance? Don’t buy 
anything now, go home and think it 
over. Try (this is hard) to buy from a 
shop that has been in that location for 
some reasonable time (years) 


The 386 and 486 processors can manage 
memory. The 8088 and 286 cannot. With 
memory managers you can have 
enormous memories of up to 16 MB and 
the processor will look after what goes 
where and you will never see that 
message “not enough memory ... ”. They 
can also maximise the amount of 
“conventional” memory available to run 
those programs that can use only 
conventional memory. Also, the 386 and 
486 can run any software now available 
or likely to be available in the near 
future. 


My advice is, start from the top. Buy a 
486DX if you can possibly manage it, 
but leave yourself some money for other 
things. The very lowest-level processor 
you should buy is a 386, and get the DX 
version if the bank manager permits. 


The computer 


What processor (cPpU) will you go for. 
The cpu is the “brain” of the whole 
system. It goes under names like 286, 


_ Networking Courses 


Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE is offering networking courses that deal 
with Novell and NT administration. 










Certificate in Windows NT V4 Server 
Administration (42 Hours: Fee $790) 

This course covers introductory and administration topics 
needed for the implementation of a Windows NT V4 network. 


Certificate in Novell Administration — V4.1x 
System Manager (42 Hours: Fee $690) 

This course prepares individuals for the CNA certification 
test as well as users who wish to learn to set up and 
maintain a NetWare 4.1x working environment. 








Preston Day Thu 19Feb- 2Apr Q9am- 4pm ee ta ie ie a ge ea : Ee ee isin 
Preston Eve Thu 5Mar-18Jun 6pm- 9pm Braston Day Sat 21 Feb _ 4 Apr 9 a 4 its 
Preston Day Sat 7 Mar-27 Jun 9am-12 noon Preston Eve Wed 4Mar-10Jun 6pm-9pm 







Preston Day Sun 15Mar- 7Jun Q9am- 1pm 







Certificate in Advanced NetWare 
Administration — V4.1x (42 Hours: Fee $850) 
This course is designed for experienced administrators 

and participants wishing to further enhance their knowledge 
and skills of administering a complex Novell network. This 
course also helps individuals prepare for the Advanced 
Administration module needed for the CNE Certification. 


Thu 26 Feb —- 9Apr 
Tue 10 Mar -—16 Jun 







For further details and information contact: 








Training and Industry Services 
on (03) 9269 1483. 
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6 pm -9 pm 
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MELBOURNE 
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Standards Australia 





Web Site: www.nmit.vic.edu.au 
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The monitor 


The first decision is monochrome (single 
colour, may be green, amber, or white) 
or full colour. Mono is OK if you are 
using only text, and will save you quite 
a few dollars. Colour has big advantages 
in making your programs easier to use, 
because usually you can choose the 
on-screen colours to suit your eye; 
different parts of the screen will stand 
out because of contrasting colours. Buy 
the very best monitor you can afford, 
you are going to spend a lot of time 
looking at it. Looking at a second-rate 
monitor will drive you mad after a while 
and you will go out to spend money on 
a better one. I have a top brand vGa 
monitor that is now nearing three years 
old and it is still a delight to use. 

The vGA refers to the type of monitor. 
There are three levels of colour monitor 
you may be offered, cGa (ugh), EGA 
(obsolescent), and vGA. So called Super 
VGA is worth considering. Let your eyes 
be the judge. 


Printer 


No need to get fancy here unless you 
need high class printing for some reason. 
I have a rather plain 9-pin dot-matrix 
printer that is five years old and does 
nearly everything I want. A 24-pin 
printer would be nice, though. If I need 
anything special I take a floppy disk to 
the local Home Secretaries Network lady 


PDA SUPER SALE 





New Windows CE 2.0 8M Ram 
Sound Rec, In-built 33.6 Fax/Modem 


Organiser World 


333 Latrobe Street 


WW/Rs)/ eye) 6laalsoielel0) 


Tel: (03) 9602 3818 
Fax: (03) 9602 3337 
Email: organiser_world@msn.com 





who has a laser that prints superb 
quality, but of course that printer cost 
her thousands. 


Keyboard 


There are some lousy keyboards around, 
so try before you buy, you will easily 
pick the good from the bad. 


Mouse 


Keyboard control is much faster, 
although it may require more learning 
time. Be aware that graphical interface 
programs require lots of memory and a 
really fast processor to run successfully. I 
have never bought a mouse but accept 
that one day I probably must. 


Floppy disk drives 


For all the apparent advantages of the 
3.5-inch floppy, they never seem to have 
really taken off. Your first drive should 
be a 5.25-inch 1.2 MB drive. If you can 
afford more than one, the second drive 
could be a 3.5-inch. I personally prefer 
to have two 5.25-inch drives, It is a 
much faster system for making copies, 
making backups, etc. 


Hard disk drive 


Buy the biggest you can afford, up to 
about 100 MB. You will use all that space 
eventually. 1 MB = 1 million bytes. A 
byte is a measure of the amount of 
information. 
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HP320LX - $999 


Windows CE operating system 

4M RAM, 640 x 320 Hi-Res Screen 
Pocket versions of Excel, Word 
Intenet Explorer & more..... 


Plus many more 
bargins in stock.. 


PACKARD 
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And now back to Ron’s tale of woe 
Having said my little piece about 
purchasing, which I hope some of you 
will have found helpful, it’s time to 
return to A beginner's tale. As you may 
remember, I had at last got a working 
computer but couldn’t do anything with 
it due to total lack of software. 

Back to my pre-retirement colleagues. 
They looked harassed and said, “You 
need pos, that’s the operating system 
everybody uses. There’s probably an old 
version around somewhere you can 
have.” A battered-looking floppy disk 
duly appeared. “It boots,” they said, “Just 
stick it into your A drive (the top one) 
before you switch on.” 

Following their instructions resulted in 
some beeping and grinding, and on the 
screen was, A:\. 

At this point it dawned on me that Id 
better learn something about this 
operating system called bos, like what is 
it, and what does it do? How can I use 
it? Of course I had no manuals, though 
with early Dos versions it’s doubtful if 
they would have been much help. Into 
the city to the Swanston Street bookshops 

and discovered a Self-Teaching Guide 
called PC DOS. A brief review of this 
appeared in PC Update of September 1989, 
under the title, My Best Books by Ron 
Wilby (that’s me, remember). I eagerly 
devoured this book, and it taught me 
many things, elementary but essential. O 
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Seeing the Basics: 


Books for your VB library 


This column provides techniques, tips, and tricks 
to help you gain familiarity and experience with 
MS Visual Basic, a popular language that enables 


you to write quickly both Windows and World 
Wide Web applications. 





New Visual Basic books 


The popularity of Visual Basic as the 
preferred language for many Windows 
developers means new books about it 
are continually coming on to the market. 

Here are four new books that you 
might consider adding to your VB library. 

There are two major advantages in 
having quick access to a well-stocked 
programming library. 

The first is that your books will extricate 
you from some tricky programming 
problems that are bound to occur sooner 
or later. 

Secondly, the sample programs included 
with books can often be cloned to meet 
your particular programming needs. 
Instead of writing routines from scratch, 
you just make slight modifications to 
existing code, saving yourself 
considerable time and effort. 

A final advantage is that books help 
you to discover some of the lesser- 
known but still powerful features of 
Visual Basic. 

To begin, we will look at two books 
ideal for novice VB programmers, or 
alternatively, experienced VB developers 
wanting to make the transition to the 
latest release of VB quickly. 


Tel: (03) 9899-4744 
Fax: (03) 9897-3939 


167 MIDDLEBOROUGH ROAD, 
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Hour by hour 

Teach Yourself Visual Basic 5 in 24 hours 
is a complete starter kit consisting of 24 
one-hour lessons. The good news is 
some lessons will take less than an hour 
to complete, depending of course on 
your previous experience. 

Tackling VB in one-hour blocks is a 
great way to get started. A period of 
sixty minutes is long enough to achieve 
reasonable progress, but not too much 
time to spend in one sitting, especially 
when trying to juggle work, family, and 
social commitments. 

And as you complete each hourly 
lesson, you are motivated to keep going. 
Before you know it, you’ve finished the 
book. 

To reinforce learning, each lesson 
finishes with a summary, questions and 
answers, workshop, quiz (answers are 
supplied), plus exercises. 

This book is an ideal introduction to 
the language, and covers most aspects 
needed to gain a solid foundation. Event 
driven programming, controls and 
properties, writing code, decision- 
making, looping, dialog boxes, built-in 
functions, basic database programming, 
printing, and menus are just some of the 
topics covered. 

The book ends with a discussion of 
advanced features including ActiveX, 
objects, and the steps involved in 
distributing applications. 

Greg Perry 

Teach Yourself Visual Basic 5 in 


Tony Stevenson 







24 Hours 

ISBN 0 672 31064 3 

460 pages plus companion CD-ROM 
Sams Publishing 

RRP: $29.95 


Back to school 


Visual Basic 5 Night School, like the 
previous book, is designed to be tackled 
an hour at a time. In fact, it’s written by 
the same author, with the major 
difference being that it has a lot more 
information (it’s almost twice as long). 

Night School can be read in two 
different ways. 

The first is to read through it from 
start to finish, building up knowledge 
and experience as you go. 

However, if you are familiar already 
with VB, a better approach is to jump to 
the last five chapters. These concentrate 
on creating a professional-looking contact 
management application including an 
appointment manager. The book uses a 
“fast track” system to point you back to 
previous sections of the book if you get 
stuck on a programming concept. 

The contents of this book will give 
you a good grounding in VB, providing 
you with the necessary skills to write 
commercial-strength programs. 

Greg Perry 

Visual Basic 5 Night School 

ISBN 0 7897 0921 X 

867 pages plus companion CD-ROM 

Que Corporation 


RRP: $69.95 


BOX HILL SOUTH, VIC, 3128 
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A developer’s guide 


Visual Basic 5 Developer’s Guide is for 
intermediate to advanced VB programmers 
wanting to capitalise on the advanced 
features of Visual Basic. 

The book has been divided into seven 
major sections: 
Concepts looks at the VB environ- ment 
and development life-cycle. It explains 
the six stock wizards available in VB 5.0, 
and examines classes, Add-Ins, and the 
process of testing and debugging. 
Windows execution environment 
discusses the Windows Registry, resource 
files, DLLs, the WIN32 API, and the integration 
of VB applications with Office 97. 
Enterprise-specific features focuses on 
components only available in the Enterprise 
Edition of VB including Visual SourceSafe, 
Remote Data Objects (RDO), T-sQL Debugger, 
and Microsoft Transaction Server. 
Controls and contdiners concentrates on 
components, objects, ActiveX controls, 
OLE and OLE Automation, and collections. 
Communications, Internet, and Intranet 
building demonstrates how to take 
advantage of the popularity of the Net. 
Topics discussed here include HTML, MAPI 
and Microsoft Exchange, and TAPI. 
Databases \ooks at incorporating advanced 
database features into programs, and 
discusses SQL, ODBC, Access 97, the client/ 
server computing model, sQu Server 6.5, 
and Crystal Reports. 
Rapid Application Development 
demonstrates the strengths of VB as a 


RAD tool by developing nine different 
applications. 
This book is suitable for accomplished 
VB developers looking for their next lot 
of VB programming challenges. 
Anthony T. Mann 
Visual Basic 5 Developer’s Guide 
ISBN 0 672 31048 1 
992 pages plus companion CD-ROM 
Sams Publishing 
RRP: $89.95 


Adding database capabilities to VB 
Internet programs 

The main advantage of Teach Yourself 
Active Web Database Programming in 21 
Days is that it offers a totally structured 
approach to learning Web database 
programming concepts and techniques 
from a VB perspective. 

At the start of the book a chart maps 
out a quick overview of what you'll 
learn in this three-week course. Weekly 
and daily breakdowns then describe the 
individual topics to be covered in more 
detail. 

The emphasis in this book is on 
ActiveX Data Objects (ADO) and Advanced 
Data Connector (ADC) technologies, which 
are the foundation for VB database 
programming on the Web. 

This book is comprehensive, and covers 
all aspects of Web database programming 
from activating Web sites using online 
database connectivity through to creating 
applications using sQL Server 6.5. 

Books in the Teach Yourself in 21 days 


series are satisfying to read because, 
once you have completed each lesson, 
you are left with a sense of progress and 
achievement. 

Dina Fleet, et al 

Teach Yourself Active Web Database 

Programming in 21 Days 

ISBN 1 57521 139 4 

853 pages plus companion CD-ROM 

Sams.net Publishing 


RRP: $69.95 
So which book? 


To find the right Visual Basic program- 
ming book for your particular situation, 
make sure: 


e It’s written for your current level of 
skill and experience. Check the back 
cover for the user level scale 


e It contains plenty of sample code, also 
preferably supplied on a companion 
CD-ROM. It will save hours of typing, 
and protect you from errors caused by 
typing mistakes 

e Its index is comprehensive. To check 
its accuracy, look up some topics 

e It’s been written in a style you like to 
read. If it hasn’t, you’re not likely to 
persevere with it. 

e It has a sensible mix of white space, 
screen shots, tables, code segments, 
and figures. 


E-mail address 


Contact Tony Stevenson by e-mail at 
mkdsoftware@trump.net.au O 


PC STORAGE SPECIALS 


IDE DRIVES 
QUANTUM 


1.2 Gb Quantum TM $248.00 
1.6 Gb Quantum S/T $273.00 
3.8 Gb Quantum TM $401.00 
6.4 Gb Quantum S/T $621.00 


WESTERN DIGITAL 


1.2 Gb W. Digital 
1.6 Gb W. Digital 
2.5 Gb W. Digital 
4.1 Gb W. Digital 
6.4 Gb W. Digital 


$277.00 
$289.00 
$352.00 
$432.00 
$554.00 


OTHER MEDIA 


Zip Drive - Parallel Port 
Zip Drive - SCSI Internal 
100Mb Zip Disks - each 
100Mb Zip Disks - 10 pk 


$263.00 
$267.00 

$23.50 
$225.00 


Jaz Drive - Internal 
1Gb Jaz Media - each 


$539.00 
$159.00 


Sony 4/8Gb DAT Drive 
DDS 120M Tape 
DDS Cleaning Tape 


$1449.00 
$35.00 
$39.00 


Installation is not included. 


SCSI DRIVES 


IBM 


2.1 Gb Capricorn 
4.3 Gb Capricorn 
9.1 Gb Scorpion 


$402.00 
$567.00 
$1484.00 


SEAGATE 


2.1 Gb Hawk Ultra 
2.2 Gb Barracuda Ultra $638.00 
4.3 Gb Barracuda Ultra $955.00 
9.1 Gb Barracuda Ultra $1603.00 
9.1 Gb Cheetah Ultra $1898.00 
23 Gb Elite Ultra $3254.00 


$535.00 


all prices inclusive of sales tax - other brands also available. 
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Removing HTML tags 


this shareware 
program removes 
unwanted tags 
and spaces from 


saved HTML files 


UNTAG.MS 

Use with UNTAG.BAT and 
MSUB.EXE to remove HTML 
<picture...> tags from Web 
pages saved as .TXT files 


First remove the “><” pair 
of chars otherwise next 
substitution won’t remove 
all the middle “<...>” ones 
Le]? "ee" 


# Now remove all characters 

# between "<” and ">" as well 
# as these two characters 
'newpass 

!shortestmatch 
(ele? (A ees 


Now remove hidden character 
160h + space (32h) which is 
also left behind by 
Internet Explorer, often 
at beginning of file 
'newpass 
EGO \o2T Pei? 


Listing 1. UNTAG.MS 
= Snead, 


from Web *.TXT files 


use Internet Explorer v3.0 to save 
interesting Web pages and I don't 
bother to save the graphic images, 
only the text. So it makes sense to 
save the text as economically as 
possible, and I do this by invoking Save 
As file of type *.TxT, rather than type 
* HTM. It’s a smaller file and it’s much 
quicker to read later using NotePad or 
Quick View, than if I had to use a 
browser or other HTML-enabled program. 
The main annoyance with saving a 
Web page as a *.TxT file is that Internet 
Explorer (my copy, anyway) does not do 
a proper job of stripping HTML tags. The 
resulting *.TxT file has tags, such as 
<picture>, left sprinkled over the text, 
and there is an inordinate amount of 
white space which needs to be cropped. 
In addition, certain characters like bullets 
and dashes do not translate well into 
ASCII text, these are left in the file (in 
particular, 95 and 96 hex) and must be 


# Now remove two or more 

# blank lines left behind by 
# previous subst. z isa 

# user-defined abbreviation 
'newpass 

isz=5* 

!longestmatch 

2+ 


Sf" 


# Now remove any blank lines 
# at beginning of text file 
'newpass 

!longestmatch 

\264:Z+4 

\264 


# Convert the bullet 

# character into ASCII double 
# arrow and insert a CR-LF 
'newpass 

\149 

S4\187 


# Convert a long dash into an 
# ordinary dash 

Vi50 

\45 





Barry Andrews 









converted or deleted for readability’s sake. 

While wondering how best to overcome 
these problems, I came across a powerful 
little shareware program named MSUB.EXE 
by Anders Munch. I have uploaded it to 
the Melb PC bulletin board as MsuB13.ZIP. 

MSUB stands for Multiple SUBstitution 
and it’s really handy for performing the 
most awkward search-and-replace tasks 
that defeat most word processors, etc. 

Not only that, but it can be applied to 
multiple files using standard Dos wild- 
cards. 

“But I use Windows, not Dos”, I hear 
you wail. No problem. When you’ve 
finished reading this article, you'll know 
how to use MSUB within Windows 95. 


How MSUB works 


MSUB is basically a Dos program—meant 
to be run from the command line— into 
which you can add a number of “switches”. 
For more complex substitutions, I 
recommend the author’s suggestion of 
listing the complex substitutions as 
mini-programs in a text file, with the 
extension .MS. This will enable them to 
be recognised by msuB. Understanding 
the program’s documentation requires 
some thought and experimentation, but I 
used the examples provided to get me 
going, and I was soon using MSUB to 
convert whole databases for use by other 
programs, etc. MSUB is amazingly versatile. 
No doubt there are similar programs 
around, but I stopped looking when I 
found this litthe beauty. 


How the batch file works 


Look at the batch file UNTAG.BAT. It 
simply calls MSUB.EXE together with its 
instruction file which I created and 
named, oddly enough, UNTAG.MS. The last 
parameter in the batch file is the type of 
file it will work on, in this case all text 
files in the current directory, i.e. *.TXT. 
Change this to whatever wildcards you 
wish. Normally MsuB is considerate 
enough to rename the original text file 
with a .~TT extension, then names the 
output file the same as the original. 
Thus, if any mistakes are made, you can 
use the UNBAK command to restore the 
files. Since UNTAG.MS seems to work 
perfectly for me, I have added the switch 
-BACKUP=NO to the command line to 
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prevent cluttering my directory with .~TT 
files which I will only delete later. Don’t 
do this if you are cautious, your files are 
critical or irreplaceable. If you do, you 
should copy your files to another 
directory, and perform UNTAG.BAT on the 
copies. 

In UNTAG.BAT both MSUB.EXE and 
UNTAG.MS are shown as located in C:\MSUB. 
Note, you must change this if you have 
placed them elsewhere. If you write 
batch files regularly, you may have a 
special folder for them, otherwise put 
UNTAG.BAT somewhere like C:\MSUB\UNTAG. 

One of the best features of MSUB is 
that it is fully configurable. You can play 
with *.MS files to your heart’s content. If 
you want to modify UNTAG.MS, feel free 
to do so. It is a simple text file. 


Using MSUB.EXE under Win 95 


e Open Windows Explorer, and go to 
View/Options/File Types/Registered file 
types. 

e Scroll down the list until you come to 
Folder 

e Click Edit, then New 

e In the New Action box, under Action 
type “Untag .TXT files”. 

e Under “Application used to perform 
action”, click on browse, and find the 
location of UNTAG.BAT in your directory 














PC540/1 PC/104 Computers 
These computers use the PC/104 bus, an 


The X86 instruction sets suit standard PC 
compilers, or the $179 Pacific C Compiler. 
These boards use the 80C188EB and V51 
CPUs. 


The boards run programs from PROM or a 
FLASH-based DOS provides the familiar 
DOS environment. DRAM to | Mbyte or 
CMOS RAM to 512 Kbyte is available. 

















Both boards have two serial ports (550 
compatible on the 541), 
RTC, EEPROM 
and Xilinx 
gate arrays 
for additional — 
I/O. The 540 
has 40 I/O lines, ‘° 
The 541 has hard/ 
floppy disk and 
LPT interfaces. They ¥ 
are $350/$450 each. : 







Boronia, Victoria, 3155 





international standard for embedded systems. 





UNTAG. BAT 
by Barry Andrews 24-09-97 


Lem 
fel 
Cen 
rem 
Cem 





(removes HTML tags from text files) 
calls MSUB.EXE with UNTAG.MS and *.TXT 
Remember to change directory path to your own 
location of MSUB.EXE and UNTAG.MS 
C:\MSUB\MSUB.EXE -BACKUP=NO C:\MSUB\UNTAG.MS *.TXT 


rem For UNBAK see section 7.6 in notes 





Listing 2. UNTAG.BAT 


tree 
e Double click on UNTAG.BAT to select it 
e Close everything. 


The next time you right-click on an 
Explorer folder, in which you have saved 
Web pages as .TxT files, you should see 
the choice “Untag .TxT files” in the pop- 
up menu. Simply left-click on this choice 
and the substitution will be carried out 
inside a DOS window. (Note, until you 
register MSUB, it will pause before 
completing the process, for a couple of 
seconds as it displays a “Please Register” 
notice. It will then will proceed 
automatically.) 


A refinement to this process, would be 
to create a shortcut to UNTAG.BAT, and on 
right-clicking on the shortcut and 


Australian-made Embedded Computers: PC/104 or ISA bus 


$300 PROM Programmer 


JBLOCK Modular I/O for PCs, 
Embedded Single-board CPUs 


JED has developed 
a range of I/O 
modules for 
industrial real- 
world I/O for 

a variety of 
applications 
driven from “= 
SBCs or PCs. 


A 26-way ribbon cable, called a JBUS cable, 
runs in multi-drop mode from an I/O port 

on any single-board computer to a 26-pin 
connector on each I/O module. JBUS has an 
8-bit address and bi-directional data bus, and 
low-true READ, WRITE, and ADDRESS 
strobes. Timing is simple: strobe adddress 
and then data into the modules. An address 
switch in the top of each module sets up the 
address. Up to 63 modules are addressable, 
with 8 I/O per module. Modules released are 
8 relay out, 8 opto in, 8 analog (12-bit) in 
and PC printer port to JBUS. 


JED Microprocessors Pty. Ltd. Phone (03) 9762 3588 Fax (03) 9762 5499 
Office 7, 5/7 Chandler Road (PO Box 30), 
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AT350, AT351 LCD/EL VGA 
JED has released a family of ISA-bus VGA 
interfaces to electroluminescent, mono, 
passive and active (TFT) liquid crystal panels. 
These boards offer a total solution, from the 
ISA bus to the 
back-panel 
boards with © 
inverters 
etc. 





selecting Properties, tick the Close on Exit 
box in the Program tab and, if you wish 
to see what is happening more clearly, 
run it full-screen by selecting the 
Full-Screen option on the Screen tab. 


I included extensive comments in 
UNTAG.MS to help you understand its 
workings and I hope it will also help 
you get started writing your *.MS files. I 
have substituted a hyphen (-) for the 96h 
(150 decimal) character, and pair of 
arrows (>) as the closest thing I could 
find to a bullet for the 95h (149 decimal) 
character left behind in these files. 
Perhaps you might like to try other 
characters instead. 


P.S. Do the right thing. If you use this 
great little program, register it. oO 


This no-fuss programmer plugs into a 
PC's printer port, and ~ | 
automatically ¢ 
writes 
PROMs 
from 

8 k to 

4 Mbytes. 











See our data sheets at 
www.jedmicro.com.au 
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ou’ve got Parkinson’s 
y | f | Disease,” said the neuro- 
logist in that matter of 
fact, satisfied tone of 
voice physicians reserve 
for having finally reached a prognosis. 
“Oh, whew! At least it’s not a brain 
tumour or MS as my GP thought.” After 
saying this, I got a niggling feeling that I 
appeared slightly foolish in my relief as I 
observed a slightly surprised expression 
on my neurologist’s face. 





This knowledge 
has transformed 
me from the 
bemused, 
vulnerable 
patient | was on 
that day of my 
diagnosis to a 
more knowledge- 
able, confident 
participant in 
the treatment 


of my illness 
26 


Internet and Parkinson’s Disease 


Realising that I was speaking out of 
ignorance of the implications of his 
pronouncement, he asked, “What do you 
know about Parkinson’s Disease?” 

“Well, older people get it. Kathryn 
Hepburn has it, doesn’t she? That’s why 
she shakes so much. She’s still my 
favorite actress,” I said also trying to 
sound matter of fact and glibly added, 
“But I don’t really have a tremor.” 

“Since at 42, you’re relatively young to 
have PD, it will probably progress very 
slowly,” he continued, ignoring my inane 
remarks and falling back on the pat 
phrases. “It’s treatable with medication.” 

Becoming less flippant and more 
uneasy, I asked “What caused the disease? 
What do you mean by ‘progress’? For 
how long do I have it? Will it shorten 
my life, destroy my mental capacity? Will 
I have it for the rest of my life?” I thought 
that I should be asking hundreds more 
questions, but I didn’t know enough 
about Parkinson’s to ask anything else. 
“Do you have a leaflet on PD?” I hope- 
fully asked. “It seems like they’ve got a 
leaflet to go with every major disorder or 
disease like MS, arthritis, incontinence, 
skin cancer. If I'm going to be lumbered 
with Parkinson’s Disease, I should be 
entitled to a leaflet.” 

“No, there’s no leaflet,” he said firmly, 
making me feel slightly chastised for 
trying to ferret out secrets of what is 
really doctors’ business. “The cause is 
not really known—a virus, perhaps. 
Here’s a prescription. Come back and 
see me in about a month.” 

I left the office stunned, but by the 
time I arrived home and started to tell my 
husband that I had PD, the implications 
of what had just occurred were becoming 
rather weighty. After shedding some tears, 
my immediate natural inclination was to 
seek out as much information as I could 
on this “life sentence” of Parkinson’s 
Disease. 

E.ight years ago, although I worked as 
a school librarian, I was only able to find 
odd, outdated bits of information, such as 
in the library’s Family Health Encyclopedia 

It featured a painfully bent old woman 
and grimly described the progressive 
nature of the disease resulting from a 
chemical imbalance caused by the death 


of nerve cells in the substantia nigra 














Celia Jones 





region of the brain. The article also said 
that in Parkinson’s Disease, the chief 
chemical abnormality is a deficiency of 
the neurotransmitter known as dopamine, 
which disturbs the control of co- 
ordination and movement. There was no 
mention of the myriad of other effects of 
the disease that I was to experience as 
the disease made its inevitable “progress” 
to the present. In my case some of these 
“goodies” include crushing fatigue, sudden 
“freezing”, dystonia (severe cramping and 
rigidity of the muscles), dyskinesia 
(uncontrolled movements), bradykinesia 
(extreme slowing of normal movement), 
insomnia, aching joints, chronic 
constipation and even severe insomnia. 
Most people, myself included when first 
diagnosed eight years ago, think that 
Parkinson’s is just a bit of tremor some 
people get in old age. 

As these problems exerted a greater 
impact on my daily life, I felt more 
determined to educate myself as much as 
possible about this strange disease, and 
to take responsibility to participate as 
much as possible in deciding the course 
of my treatment. Combing the bookshops, 
I only found a couple of books that 
dealt rather superficially with the topic, 
focussing on the older Parkinsonian. A 
friend introduced me to a Parkinson’s 


support group which provided some 


more information and “Parkie” friends, 
but it wasn’t enough. 

However, when I discovered the 
Internet, I was amazed, almost over- 
whelmed, by the amount of information 
I was able to easily access from my 
home. The American National Parkinson 
Foundation has a sizeable web site at 
http://www.parkinson.org/ and sends me 
educational information and newsletters. 
The Neurosurgical Department of a 
hospital in Massachusetts and Harvard 
maintains an extensive Parkinson’s 
disease information website: 
http.//neuro-chief-e.mgh .hbarvard.edu/ 
parkinsonsweb/Main/pdmain.html 
#mainmenu 

Some of Australia’s Parkinson’s support 
groups, like that of Western Australia, 
have become much more visible by the 
establishment of their own web site: 
http://www.quartec.com.au/parkinsons/ 

There are hundreds of articles and 
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book chapters on Parkinson’s, such as 
Parkinson’s Disease Teaching Presentation: 
bitp://www.clearlight.com/~morph/present/ 
parkO.htm and Parkinson’s Action 
Network: http://www.pdaction.org, as well 
as Parkinson’s News from The Front Line: 
http:/Avww.cloudnet.com/~mandms 

The Internet also serves as a huge 
support group for pwp, (People with 
Parkinson’s). A Toronto, Canada 
University maintains a list with over 1500 
subscribers scattered all over the world, 
from which I receive up to 60 messages 
a day. You can subscribe free to this list 
by sending an e-mail message to: 
listserv@listserv.utoronto.ca 


A recent survey was conducted on this 
list researching what its members got out 
of subscribing to the Parkinson’s mailing 
lists and the following comments were 
made: 


e Humor. To lighten the spirits and 
inspiration from the poems and prose 
of others who walk the same path we 
do. Encouragement when spirits are 
low 

Support. We cry with each other, we 
laugh with each other, and we answer 
each other’s questions better than any 
set of doctors could (besides there are 
many doctors, nurses, librarians, and 
researchers on the list) 


Information. The information is 
invaluable and could not be given 
from any other source with such 
authority. Provides help to patients/ 
caregivers confined or distanced from 
information. 

Promote awareness. Provides infor- 
mation and encouragement to lobby 
governments to allocate more money 
for Parkinson’s research and community 
education (e.g. the Udall Bill in the US 
Congress allocating $100 million for 
Parkinson’s Disease is up for approval) 


e Sharing. To be able to share things 
and advice from list with our support- 
group members and family, near and 
far away 

e Being connected. The joy of being 
connected with so many people in so 
many places, and the fun, fellowship, 
poetry, philosophy, legislative advocacy, 
and developing of personal friendships 
“offlist” with some members. It is good 
to be able to feel “connected” rather 
than “isolated”. 

An offshoot of the Parkinson’s Mailing List 

is the Parkinson’s Chat Channel, using 

software such as Pirch (PC) and IRCLE 

(Mac) and an Undernet server. I’ve found 

I can “chat” informally and even make 

friends with pwes and carers from all over 

the world at any time of day or night. 


I have recently returned from a 
Parkinson’s Disease Conference held in 
Perth, where I was fortunate to be able 
to meet and socialise with some of the 
people from the Parkinson’s List and 


Chat Channel with whom I have been 
communicating during the past year. 
Though I had never personally met these 
people, I felt as if I had known them for 
years. When you regularly e-mail people 
and chat on a keyboard to them, I think 
you can be much more candid about 
your feelings. | 

Of course, there are the usual problems 
of using the Internet, like the problem 
with privacy in discussing health 
conditions and the possibility of an 
employer getting wind of career- 
damaging information. Also, it’s rather 
addictive and time-consuming reading, 
responding to and evaluating the plethora 
of information and medical advice 
available on the Net. You have to be 
vigilant to avoid the quacks who are 
merely “flogging” their various forms of 
“snake oil” cures. In addition, it can be 
depressing for newly-diagnosed Pwpes to 
be confronted with the problems faced 
by the more advanced pwps, which could 
very well be their own if pressure is not 
exerted on governments and the 
community to fund research and 
education into the disease. 

However, I have observed the Internet’s 
power in uniting the American Parkinson 
Mailist Subscribers to lobby their 
Congressmen to pass the Udall Bill, which 
would allocate US$100 million to 
Parkinson’s research and community 
education. This sort of empowerment 
and unity could well benefit Australian 
people with Parkinson’s who, though 
they number in the thousands, are 
practically invisible to the Australian 
public and are poor relations when it 
comes to funding for research into a cure. 

In conclusion, through the Internet and 
the people I’ve met there, I feel that I 
have come a long way from that early 
consultation with my neurologist. I have 
found supportive, understanding friend- 
ship and learnt an enormous amount 
about my coping with my condition and 
current treatment procedures, which I 
have subsequently shared with my 
neurologist and fellow PWP’s. This 
knowledge has transformed me from the 
bemused, vulnerable patient I was on 
that day of my diagnosis to a more 
knowledgeable, confident participant in 
the treatment of my illness. 

In general, the Internet is challenging 
the concept of the traditional doctor- 
patient relationship as net surfers pick up 
many of the secrets of “doctors’ business”, 
pressure their physicians to keep abreast 
of latest research, medications and 
surgeries, and become more active in 
decisions regarding their treatment. Last 
but not least, is that from the Parkinson’s 
Listserve, I was surprised to learn that 
my favourite actress Kathryn Hepburn 
didn’t have Parkinson’s Disease, but 
rather Essential Tremor, a “Parkinson’s 
lookalike disease”. oO 
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HUGE 
COMPUTER 


Sunday 7th December 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


MALVERN TOWN HALL 
cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


ROYAL MELB, SHOWGROUNDS 
Epsom Rd, Ascot Vale 


Sunday 14th December 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


BOX HILL TOWN HALL 
1022 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill 


COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL 
140 Hoddle St, Collingwood 
Sunday 21st December 
CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Rd, Camberwell 


Sunday 4th January 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


MALVERN TOWN HALL 
cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


ROYAL MELB, SHOWGROUNDS 
Epsom Rd, Ascot Vale 


Sunday 11th January 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


BOX HILL TOWN HALL 
1022 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hil 


COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL 
140 Hoddle St, Collingwood 


Sunday 18th January 
CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Rd, Camberwell 
Sunday 25th January 


SPRINGVALE CITY HALL 
397 Springvale Rd, Springvale 











Everyone welcome to Buy — Sell — Exchange 


9am to 5pm, Entry $2.50, stands from $6.00. 
For details phone (03) 9886 1466 








he Annual General Meeting and 
election of office bearers will be 
held on Wednesday 3 December 
1997 at 6.30 pm at Pharmacy 
College, 381 Royal Parade, Parkville. 

The following members have nominated 
for the positions indicated. 


Candidate for President 


Stan Johnstone 
Proposer: George Skarbek 
Seconder: Morris Tobias 


The past year was a crucial one for 
Melb PC. We were able to achieve most 
of the tasks we set out to do, and we 
were able to expand and develop many 
new activities. 

It requires the co-operation of a 
dedicated and unified Committee, 
working together to achieve the results 
that are necessary for the continued 
growth and well-being of Melb PC. 

Only by working as a team can your 
Committee continue the positive growth 
of Melb PC, and my only wish is that 
the c\Committee will continue to achieve 
these targets in the coming year. 


Candidate for 
Vice-President 


Morris Tobias 
Proposer: Carol Daniels 
Seconder: Barry Martin 


I have now served Melb PC twice as 
Vice-President, also as a Committee 
member 1987/8. As a part of a vibrant 
Committee, this year we have dealt with 
many pressing issues to improve Melb 
PC’s future, including new premises and 
improved and additional services. I 
remain committed to continue building 
Melb PC. 

Whilst attending Comdex in Las Vegas 
for business purposes, I have attended 
the last four APCUG conventions whenever 
possible. This association continues to 
stimulate User Groups, exchange and 
introduce new ideas for all user groups, 
and provides the opportunity to develop 
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Candidate for Secretary 


Gary Taig 
Proposer: Stan Johnstone 
Seconder: John Morris 


Years ago it was apparent Melb PC would 
only survive and grow into the wonderful 
organisation it is today if we had people 
totally committed to the Group. I threw 
my hat in the ring, helped it grow and 
I’m offering more of the same. 

As a member since 1987, active on 
committee since 1990, there is not much 
I haven’t seen around Melb PC. I bring 
those years of experience and knowledge 
of Melb PC together with a good measure 
of wisdom. If elected I will put all that to 
work, to help Melb PC achieve its full 
potential. 


Candidate for Treasurer 


William Ford 
Proposer: Morris Tobias 
Seconder: Stewart Melville 


For most of my working life I have been 
Accountant or Chief Financial Officer or 
Secretary for a number of organisations 
in the business and not-for-profit sectors. 

Over the past 18 months I have been 
first a Committee member of Melbourne 
PC User Group, then Secretary since 
December 1996, and since June 1997 
Acting Treasurer as well. I believe that 
this background gives me a good 
understanding of the Group as it is. 

I know that the other members of the 
Committee regard me as willing and 
competent, and I seek your endorsement 
to continue my work for Melb PC. 


Candidates for Committee 
(in alphabetical order) 


Carol Daniels 
Proposer: Stan Johnstone 
Seconder: John Morris 


Standing for committee last year was not 
a commitment I took lightly. I did, how- 
ever, believe that my experience editing 
PC Update had exposed me to most 


Peter Smith, Returning Officer 













meeting I realised that my previous 
exposure had been a mere glimpse. 
User groups always need volunteers 
with technical skills to develop and 
operate successful member services and 
activities. But for long-term survival, 
organisations require marketing, public 
relations, communications and 
administrative skills. As a corporate 
communication consultant I believe the 
experience I bring to the Committee can 
help Melb PC not just survive, but thrive. 


Joe F. Henry 
Proposer: H.A. Moors 
Seconder: M.R.L. Thorton 


I joined the Committee three months ago 
following encouragement from Stan and 
Morris, bringing to it a fresh voice with 
over ten years of Melb PC membership 
experience, and four years helping to 
run the Bendigo SIG. 

My aims are: 


e To represent all members both in 
Melbourne and the regional areas 


e To increase the strength and growth of 
Mela PG: 
I suggested the “Club CD” and am 
visiting all local and regional siGs to help 
improve the flow of communications. I 
look forward to the opportunity of talking 
to a lot of members and rely on your 
support. 


R. Barry Martin 
Proposer: Morris Tobias 
Seconder: Martin Hadley 


I have been a member of Melb PC since 
1993, and I was co-opted onto the 
Committee in September 1997. I am a 
system consultant with Computer 
Rebuilds, and have worked in 
information technolgy since 1974. 

As personal computers become more 
powerful, operating systems and 
applications more complex, the Group 
has an increasingly important role in 
providing services and support to PC 
users. The continuation and expansion of 
SIGs, and services such as Internet, BBS 
and telephone assistance is my mission 
critical. This will maintain the relevance 
of the group, and enhance its 
attractiveness and marketability to new 
members. 


John P Morris 
Proposer: Joe Henry 
Seconder: Carol Daniels 


Who am I in a hundred words or less—how 
about less? 


e A member of Melbourne PC User Group 
for four years 


e An active Committee member for two years 


e Dial Help volunteer for more years than I 
care to remember 

e Swap Meet co-ordinator, and regular 
volunteer. 

Iam one who is prepared to get in and 
help with whatever needs to be done, 
quickly and efficiently. 

I offer my services again with an open ear, 
continuing to take your views to the 


Committee for discussion and implementation. 


Ash Nallawalla 
Proposer: Stan Johnstone 
Seconder: Morris Tobias 


A $1M organisation and an award-winning 
magazine are no accident. We need 
businesslike managers, not technicians. My 
background is “corporate” and RAAF officer. 

Life Member, Reviews Editor, Webmaster, 
APCUG Vice-President; and other Melb PC 
titles since 1988. Members benefit through 
the links I have established with other 
groups and vendors. I have helped create 
user group newsgroups and mailing lists on 
the Internet. 

On average I spend five hours daily for 
the group using electronic media in 
preference to being seen at SIG meetings. 

Visit bttp://ourworld.compuserve.com/ 
homepages/ash for more. 


Appointments 


Since there is only one nomination for each 
of the positions of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary and Treasurer, those members 
nominated will be declared elected at the 
AGM, in accordance with the Group’s rules. 

As there are fewer nominations for the 
general committee than there are vacancies, 
those members nominated will be declared 
elected at the AGM, in accordance with the 
Group’s rules. 

There will be three vacant committee 
positions. Rule 23 (4) (b) states: 

Where insufficient nominations are received 

to fill all the vacancies for the ordinary 

members of the Committee, each candidate 
nominated shall be deemed to be elected 
and further nominations for the vacancies 
then remaining shall be received at the 

Annual General Meeting. 

Accordingly nominations for up to three 
ordinary members of the committee will be 
accepted at the AGM. 

Any such nomination should be signed by 
the nominee and two other financial 
members. 

If there are less than three nominations, 
the remaining vacancies will be filled by the 
new committee in accordance with the rules 
regarding casual vacancies. O 








Minutes of 13th Annual General Meeting 
of Melbourne PC User Group Incorporated, 
held on Wednesday 4 December 1996 at 


6.55 pm at Pharmacy College, 381 Royal 
Parade, Parkville. 


1. Minutes 


Motion: “That the minutes of the 12th 
Annual General Meeting as published 
in the December 1996 edition of PC 
Update be accepted as a true and 
correct record.” 
Moved: Morris Tobias 
Seconded: George Skarbek 
Carried 


Motion: “That the minutes of the 12th 
Annual General Meeting as published 
be approved as a true and correct 
record.” 


Moved: John Swale 
Seconded: = Gary Taig 
Carried 


2. President’s Report 


Motion: “That the President’s Report as 
published in the December 1996 
edition of PC Update be accepted as 
the President’s Report.” 
Moved: Ash Nallawalla 
Seconded: Steven Scaife 

Carried 


Motion: “That the President’s Report as 
published be received.” 


Moved: David Owen 
Seconded: George Skarbek 
Carried 


3. Accounts 


Motion: “That the Treasurer’s Report as 
published in the November 1996 
edition of PC Update be accepted as a 
record of the Income and Expenditure 
of the Group for the year to 30th June 
1996 and the assets and liabilities of 
the Group at 30th June 1996.” 


Moved: Gary Taig 
Seconded: = Colin Lovitt 
Carried 


1996 AGM minutes 


Bill Ford, Secretary 





Motion: “That the statement pursuant 
to section 30(3) of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1981 containing the 
Income and Expenditure of the Group 
for the year to 30th June 1996 and the 
assets and liabilities of the Group at 
30th June 1996 be accepted.” 


Moved: David Owen 
Seconded: Keith Beresford 
Carried 


4. Appointment of Auditor 


Moved: “That Peter G. Salter, 
Registered Company Auditor (the 
Group’s current Auditor) be 
re-appointed to the position.” 


Moved: 
Seconded: 


John Swale 
Morris Tobias 
Carried 


5. Election of Committee of 
Management 


A ballot was held for the Executive 
positions, following which the 
Returning Officer declared the 
following positions: 


e President 
Vice-President 


Stan Johnstone 
Morris Tobias ! 
(elected unopposed) 
Bruce Elliott 

Bill Ford 


e Treasurer 
e Secretary 


A ballot was held for eight committee 
members, following which the 
Returning Officer declared the 
following Committee members to be 
elected (in alphabetical order): 
Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

Keith Beresford 

Jean D’Andrea 

Carol Daniels 

Allan Michelmore 

John Morris 

Ash Nallawalla 

Gloria Simos 


Meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 








Strength 


Melbourne PC User Group Inc. has over 
11,500 members and is the largest PC User 
Group in the world. It was founded in 1983, 
and is still run for its members, people like you. 


The Group employs full-time office staff 
and some part-time help. Some services are 
provided by contractors, but the other functions 
of the club— magazine writing and editing, 
online services maintenance, collection and 
distribution of shareware, organisation of SIG 
and monthly meetings and more, are 
performed by volunteers. 


Today the Group proudly has a membership 
of people from all walks of life and with a 
broad range of computer skills. With this vast 
store of knowledge, members have access to 
information and help in numerous fields — 
programming, software solutions, DOS and 
Windows, communications, to name just a few. 


Magazine 


Melb PC’s magazine, PC Update, is sent to 
members 11 times a year. PC Update 
publishes articles written by members and all 
members are welcome, indeed encouraged, 
to write articles on a subject they know about, 
to share with others. PC Update occasionally 
reprints articles from overseas user groups, to 
keep Melb PC members as up-to-date as 
possible. 


PC Update has won awards every time it 
has entered the International User Groups’ 
Newsletter Contest. Some of its many awards 
are “Best Feature Articles”, “Best Publication”, 
“Best Features and Reviews”, and “Best 
Columnist”. It has also been runner-up in 
“Best Publication” and “Best Layout and 
Design”. Many people join the Group just for 
the value PC Update provides, well worth the 
annual membership fee on its own, and then 
discover all the other benefits of membership. 


A year’s membership of Melb PC, which 
includes having PC Update delivered to you, 
costs about as much as it does to buy a 
year’s issues over the counter. 


Computer First-Aid and Dial Help 


This unique service is made available free to 
members simply because volunteers within the 
Group give their time and knowledge to assist 
with any computing problems you may have. 
About 300 telephone numbers of unpaid 
volunteers, with day- and night-time contacts, 
are mailed to members with their PC Update. 
The service covers over 120 separate topics. 
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What does membership 
of Melb PC offer you? 


Training 


The Group provides training in a diverse 
range of computer skills, from starting with 
computers to advanced programming. 

Melb PC has its own fully-equipped training 
centre, using networked Pentium systems. 
Courses are run as a service to members, 
making them very cost-competitive when 
compared to similar courses elsewhere. 

Students learn in a classroom environment 
with one computer per student. Courses 
include BBS and Internet usage, applications 
(such as Quicken, Excel and Word), and 
operating systems such as DOS and Windows. 

Most classes are run in the evenings or at 
weekends, when parking is readily available. 
The Club’s rooms are easily accessible by 
public transport. 

All courses provide suitable training material 
and support and a list of courses on offer to 
members appears in each issue of PC Update. 


Monthly Meeting 


Each month, except January, Melb PC holds a 
meeting, open to members and visitors. The 
meeting is usually addressed by representatives 
from the computer industry on topics of 
general interest. Samples of software and 
other products are given away. These 
speakers include many from Australian 
vendors and distributors — also we have been 
privileged to be addressed by CEOs such as 
Bill Gates, Philippe Kahn, Gordon Eubanks 
and others who made special visits to address 
our members. 


Also, there is the ability to address questions 
to the membership at large, seeking advice or 
problem-solving. Shareware and diskettes are 
sold and members socialise and discuss any- 
thing that takes their fancy — even computers! 

Following the meeting many members 
gather for a meal, arranged at a convenient 
restaurant, at “user-friendly” prices. 


Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 


The Group has siGs covering many aspects of 
computer use. A siG can deal with any topic 
relating to personal computing, ranging from 
particular applications to hardware and 
programming, or how to get the best trom 
your equipment. 

There are also regional siGs, for members 
in outlying geographical areas. 

A list of meeting dates, places and contacts 
for siGs is published each month in PC Update, 
with reports of past and future activities. All 
SIG meetings are available to any member. 









Bulletin Board 


Melb PC operates a free 23-hours-a-day 
bulletin board system (BBs) as another member 
service. The BBS, running on 34 lines, is the 
biggest 0S/2-based Bas in the world. 

The pss has two main tunctions — electronic 
mail and message exchange, and file transfer 
facilities. The mail and messaging facilities 
enable members to exchange messages with 
each other and to seek help on a wide range 
of topics, not only from other members but 
also from the world-wide PC community. This 
service gives BBS users access to an enormous 
pool of experience and talent on a vast array 
of subjects. If you have a problem, put a 
message on the BBS and, more often than not, 
it’s answered in a day or so! 

The BBs carries many files on a range of 
topics. These have been uploaded by members 
who found them useful and can be down- 
loaded by other members. They include many 
useful utilities and the latest versions of share- 
ware software, often obtained from overseas 
BBSs before appearing in other Australian 
outlets. 


Internet Service 


Melb PC offers a 216-line Internet service at 
up to 56 kbps, providing access to www, 
e-mail, Usenet, ftp, irc, gopher, telnet, etc. 

Registration is required using the Internet 
Application Form, and is available to family 
joint-users. This popular service is constantly 
being expanded and enhanced to serve a 
increasing number of members. 


Software Library 


Melb PC maintains an extensive and up-to- 
date software library of programs (over 1300 
disks, with about 50 new disks added each 
month) for IBM-type personal computers, 
obtained from around the world. This library 
of shareware software is available only to 
Melb PC members and is supplied on new 
disks at very low prices. 

An order form for this software is in every 
issue of PC Update. 


Shareware Registration 


Much of the most popular software on Melb 
PC’s Bulletin Board and in its software library 
is shareware, i.e. try free and pay only if you 
like and use it. 

The club organises bulk shareware 
registrations, usually at a substantial discount. 

Club-organised registrations also save 
members the costs of US-dollar bank drafts 
and overseas postage. 0 
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For membership 
application or renewal, 
or training orders, 
please use the 
remittance 
and/or credit 
card form on 
the next page 
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be = 
Top choice shareware Buy your diskettes 
These are some of the most popular volumes in the Melb PC Shareware/Freeware from Melb PC 

library. Refer to the regular catalogue updates in PC Update for up-to-date listings of 


other disks—use the lower part of this order form for your choice from those listings. in _ — 
































yare Catalogue & New Member D 0000 3.5 /5.25 — — 
, - an — -— Brand/Size oa Number 
= a : (i of 10) of boxes 


35 

35 | | Sti “$1250 in | 
= | “Memorex _ - 
uw  . ——«taA 35/150 | 3 5-inch HD (1.44 M . 
MoAfee VirusScan for Dos | a 35 Yl 

‘Ma | ee VirusScan for Windows 3.x . 862¢ 35 
M Afee VirusScan for Windows 95. : 4 Ben. 35 
Od DOS 622 7 = wt 35 


Px | i - - _ _ | a9 / 90) i leads q ae or use the Wut: § 
seas Q tio fae fr Waders 3 a: . & ci | credit card authority below | : ne 


Real Audio Player for Windows 95 : ore 35 





































































































— | Important: Please complete the following 
3.5 | for both shareware and diskette orders. 
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Postage/Packing is induded = _. Tol. 
Costs: first disk (per order) $5, second disk $4, thir and subsequent disks $3 each 


lam — (_) under 15 years of age Sionature 














|} under 18 years of age 
[_) over 18 years of age 
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Payment Details/Credit Card Authority 


Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 
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Moon-Ess Computers 


Computer service, 
parts, support, etc 


Essendon 
Ph: = 9326 2776 
Austral Data Processing Fox: 9326 2797 

Services 10%—service and repairs, 
Forest Hill new & secondhand parts & 
Ph: 9894 0199 systems. 
Fox: 9894 7688 Mountain Visions Pty Ltd 
20% —(not hardware) on Sunshne North 


Ph/Fax: 9310 1063 
10%—on labour only— 


consultancy, data backup/ 
Storage, maintenance, 


hardware. customised software, hardware 
Calculator King & software consulting, 

St Kilda Road maintenance, on-site training. 

Ph: 9866 8753 PCLC Computers 

Fox: 9820 9652 Heathmont 


Ph/Fax: 9870 3288 
20%—labour on upgrades, 
5% on some new systems. 


10%—all calculators (inc. 
scientific/financial and 
speciality). Personal Organ- 
isers: Sharp, Casio, HP, Psion. 


Compatible Toner and Ink Services 
North Carlton Hampton 
Ph: 9388 9744 Ph/Fax: 9598 3186 
Fox: 9388 9755 20%—Personal PC tuition & 


problem solution. 
Protege Solutions 


15%—Re-manufactured laser 
printer cartridges and inkiets. 


Greensborough Computers Notting Hill 
Greensborough Ph: 9558 9198 
Ph: 9434 6166 Fox: 9558 9197 
Fox: 9434 6033 15%—all fax/modems & 


20%—(labour only) on 
repairs and upgrades for 


ethernet products. 
Summit Computers 


individual Melb PC Members. Lilydale 
5% on some models of new Ph: 9739 6269 
PC Systems (please enquire). Fox. 9735 0503 


Metropolis Corporation Pty Ltd  20%—on labour (service, 


Ferntree Gully networks, etc), 6%—hardware 
Ph: = 9752 4242 & software. 
Fax: = 9752 3777 


10%—computer systems (incl. 
free 24-hour software/ tech- 
nical support.) $40 for up to 
two hours maintenance/support 
Carl Miller Computer 
Software and Training 
Oakleigh 
Ph: 9222 4411 BH 
9543 7619 AH 
10%—registered copies of 
Brothers Keeper genealogy 
software. Local support, 
manuals & supply of updates. 
$75 plus postage. 


Members’ 
e@ 
discounts 


It you are a member 
or advertiser offering 
a discount on goods 
or services to Melb 
PC members, on 
production of their 
membership cards, 
please contact the 
office to register 
your offer, which will 
then be listed in 
future issues of 
PC Update. 


Pollock Computer & Technical 





Discounts for members 


St. Albans 
Ph: 9364 1886 
Fax: 9367 3639 


20%—all computer books & 
software. 


Capricorn Programming 


Services 

Frankston 

Ph: OTT 53l7 
Fax: 9774 5434 
10%—on Scanlab Vol.1 


Antivirus & virus education kit. 
Collins Booksellers 


(Technical and Academic 
Centre) 

Melbourne 

Ph: 9654 3144 
10%—computer books. 


Computer Book Company 


Mt. Evelyn 
Ph: 9737 041] 
Fax: 9737 0433 


20% —all computer books, 
mail order. 


Cybec Pty Ltd 


Hampton 
Ph: = 9521 0655 
Fox: 9521 0729 


10%—Vet antivirus software. 


Dymocks, Shop 2 
Melbourne 
Ph: 9663 1344 
Fox: 9663 158] 
10%—computer books, no 
magazines. 
Dymocks 
Brighton 
Ph: 9572 191) 
Fax: 9592 1611 
10%—computer books. 
Dymocks 
Westfield Shopping Town, 
Doncaster 
Ph: 9848 7209 
Fox: 9848 7307 
10%—computer books. 
Dymocks 
Frankston 
Ph: 9770 0300 
Fax: 9770 0400 
10%—computer books. 
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Tole) <mmiilele (eri ate 
software, etc 


Advanced Computer Products 


Dymocks 

Fountain Gate 

Ph: 9796 6459 

Fox: 9796 6509 

10%—computer books. 
Dymocks 

Pran Central, Prahran 

Ph: 9510 2100 

Fox: 9519 2520 

10%—computer books. 
Trevor Gibbs 

Melton 

Ph: 9743 8917 

15%—books: Windows Whys 

and Fasy DOS It $16.95 ea, 

$32 for both. Incl diskettes. 
ITS Information Technology 

Systems 

Greenvale 

Ph/Fax: 9333 2197 

20% —computer books, 

Educational Software. 
Mace Booksellers and 

Stationers 

Mount Waverley 

Ph: 9807 1899 

10% —computer books. 
McGills Authorised 

Newsagency 

Melbourne 

Ph: 9602 5566 

10%—computer books. 
Polyester Books 


Fitzroy 
Ph: = - 9419 5223 
Fax. 9419 545] 


10%—on all fiction, science, 
computer & non-fiction titles, 
magazines, comics & T-shirts. 

RMIT Bookshop 
Melbourne 
Ph: 9663 5855 
Fox: 9663 7528 
10% —all books. 

Technical Book and 
Magazine Company 
Melbourne 
Ph: 9663 395] 
10%—computer books. 

The Worsley Press 
Hastings 
Freecall: 1800 622 805 
Ph/Fax: (03) 5979 1112 
E-mail: worsley@peg.apc.org 
10%—8& free postage. 





Other 
services 


Adept Accounting and Taxation 
Mill Park 
Ph: 9436 7604 
10%—on all taxation return 
preparation & business 
accounting services. 
Express Bookkeeping 
Carnegie 
Ph: 9563 4770 
Fax: 9563 4477 
10% —on all bookkeeping & 
financial management services. 
Mediware Applications 
Camberwell 
Ph: =: 9889 9234 
Fax: 9889 9236 
5%—(purchase), 10% on 
training and installation of 
Dental, Medical (including 
MedClaims) & Allied 
Professional Patient Manage- 
ment & billing software. 
Min Thong Lee 
(/- AP Insurance Brokers 
Queen St, Melbourne 
Ph: 9602 1869 
Fox: 9602 1876 
5% —life insurance, loans, 
home & contents, motor, 
commercial. 
Michaels Camera and Video 


Melbourne 
Ph: 96/0 1333 
Fax: 9670 0074 


up to 10%—on digital 
cameras, scanners, Internet 
video conferencing, scanning 
bureau. 

Mike McKeon Music 
Dingley Village 
Ph: 9551 7363 
5%—on our Octet or 10% on 
a 14 pce. Big Band & two 
vocalists. Discount off 
Musicians’ Award rates. For 
Dinner dances, weddings, balls 
& special events. 










Newtech R&D 
Kilsyth 
Ph/fax: 9723 7535 
10%—on electronics 
consumer product design & 
Japanese translation. 

Sit Right Chairs Pty Ltd 
Coburg 
Ph: = 9354 2612 
Fax: 9354 2795 
10% — off range of office and 
ergonomic chairs. 

Stewart Smith, Australian 
Commercial Credit Licenced 
Insurance Brokers 
Ph: 9816 3264 
Fax: 9816 3270 
25% — off normal costs. 
Leasing Equipment & cars. 
Home/commercial mortgage 
loans. 


Tortoise Head Guest House 


French Island 
Ph: (03) 5980 1234 
Fox: (03) 5980 1222 
10% —on accommodation, 
fully catered, adjacent bay. 

Quarter Deck B&B 
San Remo 
Ph: (03) 5678 5485 
Mob: 018 550 235 
E-mail: rosco@melbpc.org.au 
20%—on B&B stays of two 
nights or more. Great views 
and close to many tourist 
attractions. 

Ultimate Business Service 
Opportunities 
Strathmore 
Ph: 9483 4417 
Fox. 9374 2919 
25% —on travel cards that 
allow 50% off world-wide 
hotels. 12 month g’tee. O 






Access (Database) 


Ray Watson 

(03) 9576 8520 AH 
Fax: (03) 9576 9591 
2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Assembly & Other 
Languages 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9523 5400 AH 
lst Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Ballarat 


Ken Smith 
kensmith@giant.bnc.com.au 
lst Thursday, 7.30 pm 

(03) 5332 7851 BH&AH 
(except school holidays) 
Ballarat & Clarendon College, 
Junior School Campus 

614 Mair St, Ballarat 


Bendigo 


Russell Collins 

(03) 5439 3708 

2nd Wednesday, 7.30 pm 
Girton Grammar School 
(Computer Room) 

105 Mackenzie Street, 
Bendigo 

(Vine Street entrance) 


C/C++ Programming 


Ken Holmes 

(03) 9583 1504 BH & AH 
Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Clarion 


Alan King 

(03) 9882 8044 BH 

Ath Wednesday, 6.30 pm 
Suite 9, 96 Camberwell Road, 
East Hawthorn 

(Through wire gate and up the 
stairs on the south-east side of 
Roseberry St) 
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Special interest group meetings 


Communications 


Philip Lew 

(03) 9822 2998 BH 

(Brief calls please) 

2nd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Daytime 


Felix van Lier 
Felixv|@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9525 3962 BH & AH 
Deputy convener: 

Brian Taylor 

2nd Thursday, 10.00 am 
Melb PC SIG Room 


East 


Keith Beresford 
keith@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9726 9145 AH 
Margaret Brown 

(03) 9874 5778 

2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Gas and Fuel Theatrette 
200 Rooks Road, Vermont 


East Workshop 


Aldo Pitre 
aldop@melbpc.org.au 

Ken Gubbins 
kgubbins@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9898 5478 Ph/Fax 
Sunday following the East sic 
meeting, 10.30 am 

Gas and Fuel Theatrette 

200 Rooks Road, Vermont 


Graphics 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

(03) 9562 1023 AH 

(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: 

Kevin Gorie 

3rd Monday, 7.45 pm 

We meet in the bungalow at the 
rear of Nadish Naoroji’s home, 
8 Park Crescent, 

North Caulfield 


Hardware 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9523 5400 AH 

3rd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Music 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: Eric Best 
(03) 9376 1984 AH 
2nd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, Central 


Graham Paul 

(03) 9417 5315 AH 
3rd Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, East 


Doug Brooke 

(03) 9822 3458 BH & AH 

2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 

St Mark’s Anglican Church, 
Cnr Canterbury & Burke Rds, 
Camberwell 


0S/2 


John Angelico 
talldad@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9544 8792 

Ath Tuesday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Ross Hall 

(03) 5428 6470 AH 
(03) 9699 4000 BH or 
Andrew Callaway 
acal@ozemail.com.au 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Quicken 


Viv Martin 
martinvg@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9583 5372 AH 

Ath Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Ken Thomas 

(03) 9884 5309 BH & AH 

Ath (not last) Friday, 10.00 am 
Lutheran Church, 

25 Cypress Avenue, 

Glen Waverley 


UNIX 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

3rd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Video Editing (Linear) 


Albert Vanzet 
vanzet@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9439 1768 

Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
45 Talbot Avenue, 
Balwyn 


Video Editing (Non-linear) 


Kevin Gorie 

(03) 9870 3965 

2nd Monday, 7.00 pm 
45 Talbot Avenue, 
Balwyn 


Waffle 


Vince Thornton 
018 171 344 or 
Andrew Callaway 
acal@ozemail.com.au 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 


“Eat-ins” after monthly meeting 


Warragul 


Gordon Ross 
gross@tpgi.com.au 

Ist Friday, 7.30 pm 
Warragul Education Centre 


Western Suburbs 


Robert Mead 
meadr@netstra.com.au 

(03) 9612-5477 

Ath Tuesday, 7.00 pm 

Sunshine Squash Centre 

(corner Kent and Stewart Streets, 
Braybrook) 


Windows 


Mikhail Bortolotto 

(03) 9888 2360 AH 

lst Monday, 7.00 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room Oo 


_ The Blind Citizens Support Group meets at 7.45 

pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, at Ist 
— Floor, 87 High Street, Prahran. For further details, 
please contact John Machin, on (03) 9569 1440 
(BH). 
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East 


Margaret Brown 


Our feature speaker, Philip Lew, Melb 
PC BBs Sysop, commented on the huge 
changes at East since he last visited. The 
numbers present and the venue may be 
different, but interest in his topic was as 
strong as ever. Assisted, by Richard John, 
Phil described the BBs navigation features 
and pointed out some useful menu 
options that can increase the functionality 
of the system. Our special thanks go to 
Richard who filled in when Charles 
Wright was unable to attend. 


As part of his Q&A session George 
Skarbek repeated his advice that it is 
usually better to uninstall and completely 
re-install a troublesome program than try 


meeting reports 


to modify files. The simpler process of 
re-installation may not refresh all files. 

Stewart continued his series on web 
page construction using the shareware 
program GIF Construction Set. His 
tutorials are planned to give a basic, 
behind-the-scenes understanding of the 
topic. 

Dave Botherway explained the 
advantages of Zip drives, especially for 
backing up large files, and demonstrated 
a freeware program, Clone, which he 
said can simplify the backup process 
even further. 


Warren Kent shared some tips and 
tricks for Windows 3.x and DOs users, on 
icons, keyboard shortcuts and controlling 
a machine that at times seems to have a 
mind of its own. 









Video Editing (Linear) 
Albert Vanzet 


At our October and November meetings 
we went back to basics, discussing how 
to use Our computer to organise our 
master tapes, select clips we want to use 
for our edited videotape and the general 
topics of titling and background music. 


We found that many members do not 
have enough experience with PC video 
editing to use the more sophisticated 
programs and that presentations on these 
programs, while interesting, were less 
popular than some other presentations. 


In 1998 we plan to devote more time 
to basics, with topics such as organising 
tape, selecting clips, titling, creating 
transitions, and adding sound, narration 
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27 Dorcas St rn 
South Melbourne 


i" 
rWne 
ee 


Melbourne PC User Group 
Office Location 


+ Many SiGs meet at Melb PC’s premises, 
our new premises are at 27 Dorcas Steet, 
South Melbourne. 


and background music. We also plan to 
introduce current and new linear video 
editing programs along with the 
associated hardware. 

We hope that anyone who can 
contribute to the meetings will, by 
sharing their experiences and bringing 
some of their video tapes. We can all 
learn from others’ successes and failures. 
Wrap up 
Although we started with a single 
computer video editing sic early this 
year, we have already gone through 
various stages of development. After a 
few meetings we found that there was a 
vast difference between the interests of 
members using the linear and non-linear 
programs. So we split into two groups. 
Later we moved from our original venue 
at Michael’s Camera Store to our current, 
spacious meeting place at 45 Talbot 
Avenue, Balwyn. Neither group needs to 
worry about space any more as the new 
venue seats up to 60 members. 

Our December meeting will be a 
combined one, with the Non-linear sIG, 
on 8 December at our usual venue. 

By popular request we are planning a 
presentation of the stand-alone video 
editing device, Casablanca. In the mean- 
time I would like to thank all those who 





have helped to establish and support 
these new sics during 1997. I wish all 
members and their families a very happy, 
safe and satisfying Christmas and look 
forward to seeing you all, and many 
more, in the new year. 


Warragul 

Gordon Ross 
The last couple of meetings down in 
sleepy Warragul have been rather good, 
with members gaining significant 
knowledge and assistance in a number 
of different situations. 

In October we had a night on up- 
grading and what happens when you 
need to upgrade. Peter Trewern also 
presented one of his latest toys, a Zip 
drive. These drives plug into the back of 
a computer and are a lot like floppy disk 
drives. One big difference is that Zip 
disks hold much more information— 100 
MB of data, compared to 1.4 MB on a 
standard 3.5-inch disk. Iomega, the 
maker of Zip drives, also makes a Jaz 
drive, with disks that hold 1000 MB or 1 
gigabyte (GB). This means that most 
people can safely backup the entire 
contents of their computer to disk for 
safe recovery if anything should go 
wrong. 

We hope to see all our regular 
members (plus some new faces) at our 
next meeting. 


Windows 


Bob Mayston 

Defying the allurement of Cup Eve patties, 
27 members attended the November 
meeting, which opened with Lynn 
Pollock leading the usual question and 
answer session. Questions were a little 
sparse at the beginning, however the 
discussion became brisk when Windows 
98 and Explorer v 4.0 were mentioned. 

Then followed the highlight of the 
evening, a presentation by Chris Hugo 
and Andrew Barton from Cybec Pty Ltd, 
on computer viruses. Chris outlined the 
history of viruses and developed a profile 
for a person who would write a virus. 

Next he covered the various types of 
viruses and their probable effect on your 
computer. Some sound advice was given 


on how to use anti-virus programs to avoid 
having an infected machine, particularly 
the need to have your anti-virus operating 
as a TSR (Terminate and Stay Resident) to 
trap incoming infection at its source. 
Finally, if you find an infection on your 
machine, don’t panic, but shut down the 
machine immediately, get some reliable 
advice, and reboot from a clean backup 
disk. 

Present indications are the problem of 
viruses will continue. Currently there are 
14,000 known viruses and Cybec is 
advised of, and combats, 17 new ones 
every day. By 1998 some 16,200 are 
expected, with macro viruses contributing 
about 90% of the present infections. 

Andrew then loaded Vet, the anti-virus 
program, on the demo machine and gave 
some practical tips on techniques of 
prevention. A floppy disk with a variety 
of virus patterns was tested and showed 
how Vet interrupted and removed the 
virus as it attempted to load and infiltrate 
a user’s regular program. 

As indicted by the vigorous discussion 
time, members were very appreciative of 
this excellent presentation for which we 
sincerely thank the two presenters and 
Cybec. 

After a coffee break the Windows tips 
handout sheet was distributed and 
discussed. Next a member brought in his 
machine, which was part of a network. 
Once this was able to load Windows 
3.11, but now hung at the opening 
screen whenever Windows was loaded. 

Lynn led the workshop discussion and 
invited suggested solutions. Discussions 
centred around a possible suspect video 
card. The memory was checked where 
508 KB was considered low, which after 
running MEMMAKER.EXE, improved to 598 
KB, but still Windows refused to load. 

The next step was to REM out in both 
CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT all the 
peripheral devices like CD-ROM, sound 
card drivers etc. This brought instant 
success as Windows fully loaded, and it 
was left to the member to progressively 
undo the REM commands to find the 
culprit. 

A discussion on Windows 98 is 
scheduled for our December meeting. O 


How do you Network a Small Business? 


Windows 95, Windows NT, Novell, LANtastic 
Consulting * Sales ¢ Service *¢ Training * Free Information Evenings 


NETSYS 


(03) 9882 8044 


info@netsys.com.au 


Call for current price list, training schedule and dates of information evenings. 


Members’ 





free ads 





Member to member deals 


WANTED 
Handbook and paper tray for Ricoh PC Laser 
6000. 


Ross (03) 9877 0472 
FREE 


HP 150: original op sys discs, Basic compiler, 
Pascal, dBASE II, Lotus 1-2-3, Wordcraft, 
HP Word, etc, plus system manuals - ALL 
FREE. 


Aleks (03) 9754 3785, 
aberzins@au ].ibm.com 


FOR SALE 


Multi-Edit Professional, v7, fully featured 
programmer's editor. Two unregistered 
originals, $50 each 


Brief Editor, 5-user pack for DOS, v3.1. $30 
each 


CA-Clipper Tools v3.0. Two unregistered 
copies, $30 each 


FlexFile 2. Two unregistered copies, $30 
each 


Expert Help Personal Use v1.3. Two copies, 
$30 each 


Borland Resource Toolkit, v1.0. Two copies, 
$30 each 


CA-dBFast v2.0. $30 
Ross (03) 9877 0472 


NEC P7 printer with sheet feeder and tractor 
feeder, new ribbons. $40 


Ricoh daisywheel printer with 3 fonts (sim 
to Tandy DWP). $25 


Aleks (03) 9754 3785, 
aberzins@aul.ibm.com 














Printer ribbons. 11 new NEC Pinwriter P3/P7 
ribbons still in original wrapping. Were $23 
each. Will sell for $20 the lot. 


Alan (03) 9654 4443 (BH) 
or (03) 9898 4993 (AH) 


KTX External 28.8 modem with cable and 
power supply. $90 


Modem Wizard 97 fixes internet and modem 
problems. $30 


Fast ISA PCL 586 Motherboard with 133 MHz 
processor with 256 cache. $120 


Winfax 7.5 on CD for Win 95 includes 
Talkworks Answering Machine, Fox on 
Demand & OCR. $85 


Procomm Plus communications suite on CD 
for Win 3.1 & 95. Has fax, Web browser, 
Internet news reader, Internet mail in one 
program. $75 

Norton PC Anywhere 7.5 for Win 95. Remote 
control & communications program is 
excellent and simple to use. $85 


Alpha 5 database for Windows. Includes 
3.11 & 32-bit version for Win 95. Easier to 
learn than Access or Approach. Suitable for 
business. $120 

Back It 4, brilliant backup program for 
DOSWin 3.11. $20 

Best Books Windows accounting with 
Quicken import. $20 

Lotus SmartSuite 97 for Win 95/NT4. 
Includes Lotus 1-2-3 Spreadsheet, Lotus 
WordPro, Lotus Approach Database, Lotus 
Freelance Graphics, Lotus Organizer and 
Lotus Screencam. $145 

Maximiser for Win 3.11/95, a very powerful 
easy to use contact manager with unlimited 





77 fields and records. Auto contact histories and 
yp, | powerful scheduler. $145 


8 | eter (03) 9761 5561 (9 om —7 pm), 
_ | con take phone order and mail. 





Lockable plastic box containing sixty 1.2 MB 


floppy disks. Disks used once or twice only 
for backups, and have all been reformatted. 
$10 


yur | MS Publisher v2. $15 


ACT! v3.0. Current version, unused (over 
| $200 new), unregistered, disks and manual 
_ still sealed. $100 


he | CorelDRAW v4, manuals, disks, CD-ROMs. 
| $50 ono 


umber—if you only want roles 


the BBS or Internet, only advertise — 





| | Six office chairs ($49 new), Exc. Cond. $15 


each, or $70 for all of them 


Peter o}) 9876 2871 (10 am — 10 pm) 





Bargains! 


Giuseppe De Simone, former Treasurer and 
Honorary Life Member, wishes to advise all 
members that MicroHelp’s September ware- 
house clear-out was as big a success as the 
previous two clear-outs. We were so inun- 
dated with demand for real bargains that we 


have managed to scrounge together some 
more exciting items. 


Yet again...we are giving away free some 
old computer components and manuals 
(clones, IBM and Compags), computer cases, 
old software manuals, old magazines, com- 
ponents, pre-used diskettes, some new stuff 
that is obsolete. 


Other items such as VGA and SVGA monitors, 
working printers and complete old com- 
puters are being sold off cheaply (from $10 





up). No warranties, guarantees or returns. 
Just bargains and stuff that might be useful 
to someone. What isn’t sold or taken away 
is thrown away. 


Sorry, no rain-checks or alternate dates and, 
please, no phone calls. Get a friend to 
come on your behalf if you’re busy. Tell your 
friends. 


When: 

Wednesday, 3 December 1997 from 3.30 
pm to 6.00 pm (immediately before User 
Group monthly meeting). 


Where: 


Car Park, Jarvie Street near corner Lygon 
Street, Brunswick (Melway map 29 K8). 





Slash‘; 80% Off Inkjet Costs! 





@ Easy to Use - just follow instructions 
@ Original Cartridge Performance 
# of Refills 





Hewlett Packard 


500/Portable/(DW300 51608/33A 4 black $35 
400/500 Series 51626A/33M 4 black $45 
400/500 Series 51625A 4 each colour $45 
600/660/670/690/692 51629A 4 black $45 
600/660/670/690/692 51649A 4 each colour $45 
690/692/684C Photo C1816A 4 each colour $55 
820/850/870/ 1 150 51645A 3 black $45 
820/850/870/ 1 150 5i641A 2 each colour $45 
1200 C/M/Y/B 51640 3 of 1 colour $45 
Canon 
BJ10/Starwriter BCO1 5 black $35 
BJ200/230/210/240 BCO2 5 black $35 
BJC210/210SP BCO5 4 each colour $45 
BJC240 Photo BCO6 4 each colour $55 
BJC600/6 10/620 BJI201Bk 6 black $35 
BJC600/6 10/620 BJIZ0iCMY 2eachcolow $45 
BJ300/330 BJI642 3 black $35 
BJC4000/4 100 BC20 4 black $45 
& 4200/4550 BCI21Bk 30 black $45 
BCI21C 10 each colour $45 
BJC4200/4550 Photo BC22 6 each colour $55 
BJ3Q/BJC70 BCI10Bk 1Sblack $35 
BJC70 BCI11Bk 30 black $35 
BJC70 BCI11C 20 each colour $45 


“* Inkjet Refill Kits @ 


Up to 30 Refills from $35! 








® Solid Blacks & Vivid Colours 
@ Highest Grade American Inks 


To Suit Cart. No. #of Refills 


SWiM 970015 











Epson 

Stylus 400/800/1000 SO20025/39 4 black $35 
Stylus Col/Pro/XL $020034 3 black $35 
Stylus Col/Pro/XL $020036 2 each colow $45 
Stylus Col II/Is $020047 6 black $35 
Stylus Col II/Is $020049 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Col 820/200 S$020047 6 black $35 
Stylus Col 820/1500 SO20049 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Col 1500 $020062 2 black $35 
Stylus Col 300 $020138 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Col 400/500/600 SO20093 6 black $35 
Stylus Col Photo $020093 6 black $35 
Stylus Col 200/500 S0O20097 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Col 800/1520 S0O20108 4 black $35 
Stylus Col 800/1520 SO20089 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Col 400/600 SO20089 4 each colour $45 
Stylus Photo $020110 4 each colour $55 
Lexmark / IBM 

4076/1020 1380620 3 black $45 
4076/1020 1380619 2 each colour $45 
C. Itoh / Xerox 

CJ300/4004 CJ300/8R7638 3 black $45 


Apple, Brother, Olivetti & more available! 
Please call for others not listed. 





Free Delivery For Refill Kits Australia-Wide 


Great Deals on Inkjet Paper! 


Glossy Paper 
Epson Glossy Paper 


10 Sheets $16 Suits all Inkjets 
20 Sheets $25 Ideal for Epson 


Premium Coated — 200 Sheets $35 Superb Resolution for 720 / 1440 dpi 


Fridge 


5 Sheets $28 Make your own 
lron-on T- ‘Shirt Pana 


10 Sheets $28 Pro Quali 





Phone, Fax & Mail Order Available 
Fax: (03) 9532 7470 


5 Sheets $16 Design Your Own T-Shirts. 

Colour fast & Washable 
200 Cards $16 Quality Leathergrain Finish, Hi-Res card 
20 Sheets $16 Quality Leathergrain Finish, Hi-Res card 


20 Briggs Street Caulfield South 3162 
Mon-Fri: 9 - 5 
Saturday: 9 -12 state 


Tel: seni 9532 9070 


inkjet Cartridges 

Compatible To Suit: 

Epson SO20093 Bk $19.95 
Epson S020108 Bk $24.95 
Epson S$O20089 Bk $29.95 
Canon BCI21Bk $9.95 
Canon BCI21C 19.95 
Canon BJI201HCBk $12.95 
Canon BJI201C/M/Y $9.95 


eet 


Computer Supplies 


Stylus series & morel 


just print & cut to size! 
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library update 


Melb 2394 EZ-Tree v2.33 


EZ-Tree is a genealogy program for tracking and 
reporting on family trees. The program records 
information in variable length records and fields. 
You can keep track of up to 16 marriages per 
person and up to 32 children per marriage. There 
is no logical limit to the number of generations you 
can have for each family tree. The program is able 
to handle 90 different family trees with 200 people 
and marriages per family tree. This version contains 
some additions to the Pedigree Chart report and 
has many more printer options. Other reports 
enable you to get detailed information about the 
person currently highlighted by the cursor, a report 
on all people in the current family tree, and a list 
of all descendants of the person currently 
highlighted by the cursor. EZ-Tree requires 512 KB 
of RAM, MS-DOS 2.0 or higher, or DR-DOS 3.4 or 
higher. Regn US$30. 


Melb 2420 RAR Archiver v2.01 


RAR is an archiver which uses a new and original 
compression algorithm. This provides higher 
compression ratios than other PC archiving tools, 
especially on executable files, object libraries, large 
text files, etc. RAR contains 6 different methods of 
compressing files. It features a full-screen intertace 
utilising mouse and menus as well as the command 
line interface. RAR has the ability to manage non-RAR 
archives (ZIP, ARJ, and LZH). You may view, update, 
transform to self-extracting (SFX) archive, add and 
erase comments, etc. You can create multi-volume 
archives as SFX. Optionally, RAR will handle “solid” 
archives by treating all files together as a single 
data stream. This results in an archive that is 
significantly smaller than it would otherwise be. A 
freeware UNRAR utility (with source code) is provided. 
RAR determines the current CPU type and uses 
386/486 CPU instruction code if possible. This 
version contains a number of new command line 
switches related to the recursion of subdirectories 
when using wildcards, and to select a volume size 
correspondingly to an appropriate floppy disk 
format. The method of reading ZIP archives has 
been changed to provide more compatibility with 
ditferent ZIP packers. Regn US$35. 


The order form for 
disks from the Melb 
PC Shareware/ 


Freeware library is on 
page 32 of each issue 
of PC Update. 
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Shareware/Freeware 


Melb 2601 HyperCam v1.19 


HyperCam captures the action from your Windows 
95 or NT screen and saves it to an Avi (Audio-Video 
Interleaved) movie file. Sound from your system 
microphone is also recorded. HyperCam can 
capture up to 10 frames per second of 640x480 
pictures, in 8-bit colour mode (256 colours) on a 
Pentium 133. You may capture more if your capture 
area is smaller, or you have a faster machine. In 
16-bit colour mode you can capture about 5 fps of 
320x240 frames on the same machine. For 4-bit 
graphics MS Video does not provide a suitable 
compressor, so the frames are written 
uncompressed. This is also slow and produces large 
Avi files. HyperCam is perfect for demonstrations, 
presentations and tutorials. This version corrects a 
number of problems with Avi files. Regn US$30. 


Melb 8017 Terminate v5.00 


Terminate is a communications package which has 
on-line helo for novices but retains the flexibility 
experts require. Fax and Network support, CD 
Audio Player, complete Point system, Cost Manager, 
and autologins are just some of the features of this 
program. It has a superb file manager, improved 
05/2 timeslices and support for Digicom, ISDN and 
Fossil up to 115,200 bps. It can use either a Fax or 
Data modem in host mode with an adaptive answer 
modem chosen from a very thorough configuration 
picklist. Terminate provides support for sight- and 
hearing-impaired users. This version includes 
support for the new baud rates of the X2 and 56K 
Flex modems, and provides many new features in 
Hostmode, Point system and Script processing. 
Non-commercial registration is A$70. 


Melb 8018 
McAfee Virus Scan for DOS v3.1.2 


This disk contains the McAfee anti-virus programs 
for DOS. It contains a detection and disinfection pro- 
gram (SCAN) which has been provided in an 
uncompressed form, so that the disk can be used, 
as supplied, to check your hard disk, prior to 
installation. Remember to write-protect this floppy disk 
before use. The scanning program has_ been 
designed to check for preexisting infections of 
known and unknown viruses on floppy, hard, CD- 
ROM and compressed disks on both stand-alone 
and networked PC’s, and network file servers. 
Documentation is supplied on disk. VirusScan offers 
maximum defense against the newest threats to 
data. It detects all virus types, including Word and 
Excel macros, boot-sector, file, multipartite, stealth, 
polymorphic and encrypted viruses. This version 
detects unknown macro viruses by using heuristic 
scanning technology. It is able to detect and clean 
macro virus infections in password-protected Excel 
95 files without disturbing passwords. The 
conventional memory requirement for VirusScan for 
pos has been reduced to less than 485 KB, 
provided that there is enough extended memory 
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VirusScan for DOS IBM- 


requires an 
compatible computer with DOS 3.1 or later. Regn 


US$65. 


available. 


Melb 8026 
McAfee Virus Scan for 0S/2 v3.0.4 


This disk contains the McAfee anti-virus detection/ 
disinfection program OS2SCAN. The files on the disk 
have been provided in an uncompressed form so 
that the disk can be used, as supplied, to check 
your hard disk, prior to installation. Remember to 
write-protect this floppy disk before use. The scanning 
program detects all virus types including Word and 
Excel macros, boot-sector infections, _ file, 
multipartite, stealth, polymorphic and encrypted 
viruses. Since OS/2 operates in a protected mode 
environment OS2SCAN can only check its own area 
of memory or “memory image” for viruses. 
VirusScan provides fast scanning performance and 
exceptional virus detection rates with its new 
engine. Documentation is supplied on disk. This 
version includes new command line options for 
cleaning diskette boot sectors and macro viruses. 
Other options enable scanning files of a specified 
size and the reporting of dates in either a 2- or a 
4-digit format. VirusScan for OS/2 requires IBM OS/2 
2.1 or later and at least 8 MB of RAM. Regn US$65. 


Melb 8181-8182 Ralf Brown’s 
Interrupt List Rel 55 (2-disk set) 


An interrupt is a hardware signal that tells the CPU 
to temporarily stop what it is doing and do some- 
thing else. This is a comprehensive listing of nearly 
8500 functions available through interrupt calls on 
IBM PCs and compatibles. It includes both 
documented and undocumented functions as well 
as lists of I/O port, CMOS and memory locations, 
far-call entry points and model-specific registers. 
The disks include a number of conversion programs 
which can be used to create hypertext databases for 
a number of popular hypertext help systems such as 
Windows. It also provides information on the 
Universal Serial Bus OpenHCl, pci Power 
Management, FAT32 and the ATAPI Removable Media 
Device BIOS Specification. There is much 
information on MS-DOS7/Win95 (including various 
VxD APis) and the OPCODES.LST list includes MMx 
instructions. This version provides new formatting 
and information on more PCI vendor and device 
IDs, chipsets, code pages and COUNTRY.SYS formats. 
Freeware. 


Melb 8216 McAfee VSHIELD v3.1.2 


This disk contains the McAfee anti-virus TSR program 
VSHIELD. It is a memory-resident detection program 
which will auto-load above 1 MB. Note that VShield 
can only detect viruses. You will need to use 
VirusScan for DOS to remove a virus from your 
system. VShield installs itself in memory and stays 
resident in order to monitor your system for viral 
activity. If an infected program is executed or if an 
infected boot sector is accessed, VShield will display 
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a warning that a virus is present. Documentation is 
supplied on disk. Remember to write-protect this floppy 
disk before use. This version now provides the 
exceptional virus detection rates and fast scanning 
performance of the 3.x engine. It requires an |BM- 
compatible computer with DOS 3.0 or later. It uses 
110 KB of RAM. Regn US$65. 


Melb 8269 Boxer for 0S/2 v7.5C 
Melb 8291 Boxer for DOS v7.5A 


Boxer is a powerful but easy-to-use text editor 
which has quickly become the favorite of all types 
of computer users, from programmers and writers 
to power users and novices. BOXER’s interface is 
smooth, intuitive and courteous. Some of its many 
features include keyboard reconfiguration, full 
mouse support, column marking, support for 
extended screen sizes, multiple files and windows, 
colour syntax highlighting and pull-down menus. It 
also has word processing, context-sensitive online 
help, macros, brace matching, multi-level undo 
and redo, global search and replace (with 
wildcards), compiling within the editor, graphic 
drawing, auto indent and much more. This update 
includes additional new features and options, 
many suggested by users of this package. An auto- 
matic demonstration can be run following 
installation. Boxer for OS/2 requires 2 MB of disk 
space and OS/2 2.0. Regn US$89. Boxer for DOS 
requires DOS 3.1 and 1 MB of disk space. Regn 
from US$49 to US$89. 


Melb 8433 _— Integrity Master v3.21A 


Integrity Master is a high performance (100% 
assembler) program offering virus scanning, data 
integrity, security, CMOS protection and change 
management all in one easy-to-use package. It 
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protects against much more than just viruses. 
Hardware glitches, software bugs, CMOS changes, 
even deliberate sabotage, are detected. If a virus 
strikes, Integrity Master identifies it by name and 
(unlike other programs) also identifies any damage 
caused by the virus. Although it scans for known 
viruses, it will reliably detect new, unknown viruses 
so that you don’t need to constantly upgrade. 
Integrity Master provides both a command line 
interface and easy-to-use menus with extensive on- 
line help. It provides a complete change history to 
aid problem resolution on all protected PCs. This 
is very valuable in a network environment since 
many problems can be solved by consulting the 
change log for the affected workstation. Integrity 
Master is the only anti-virus product that will detect 
all files, sectors or CMOS damaged but not infected 
by a virus. It works smoothly under 18M OS/2, 
Windows 3.1, Windows 95 and Windows NT. This 
version provides improved error detection for disk 
directory and FAT corruption (including Win95 FAT32 
corruption), better tolerance of corrupted (or 
unreadable) disk directories and files, improved 
CMOS checking to provide better and more detailed 
change diagnostics and checks for known 
Microsoft Office 97 (MS Word 97 and Excel 97) 
viruses. Minimum requirements are DOS 2 or later 
and 256 KB of RAM. Regn US$50 and provides 
anti-virus support for three years from the date you 
register your copy of Integrity Master. 


Melb 8440 HyperSnap DX v3.05 


HyperSnap DX brings professional quality and 
convenient Windows 95/NT and Direct-X screen 
captures to your fingertips. Choose your own hot 
keys that quickly capture the entire desktop, any 
rectangle you outline, or the highlighted window or 
client, and automatically save each of your 
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captures to a file by default (you can even trigger 
new captures every x seconds and have the 
filename incremented. Print your capture direct 
from HyperSnap DxX (it will expand the image to the 
size of the paper and margins that you set, and 
even add a frame, reverse, or reduce the output to 
black and white)! You can save your image as a 
BMP, GIF or JPEG tile. Optionally, GiF files can be 
interlaced and can include transparent back- 
grounds. HyperSnap DX will create JPEG files, 
including the new progressive format JPEGs, that are 
becoming popular on the World Wide Web. Bmp 
graphics can be saved in 16, 256, 64 Kor 16M 
colours. This version adds the ability to capture the 
active window, with or without its frame, at the click 
of a hot key. The built-in Crop feature can be used 
for making final edits to your capture without 
transferring it to another program. You can even 
simultaneously scroll and capture an entire window 
area, including portions not shown on your screen! 
Pertect for capturing entire Web pages including 
background images. Requires Windows 95 or 
Windows NT. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8567 Awave v4.0 


Awave reads a host of audio-carrying file formats 
trom different platforms, synthesizers and trackers. 
It presents the instruments contained in a file as a 
graphical hierarchy with the ‘bank’ item at the top, 
the ‘instruments’ as branches and, finally, the 
‘waveforms’ as leaves. If you have one of the 
supported wavetable synthesis sound cards you can 
just click on an item, and directly play it on a MID! 
keyboard (or you can use any ‘on-screen’ key- 
board program). If you just have a basic sound 
card capable of digital audio playback, you can 
still play any item by using the built in ‘Audio 
Player’ feature. Standard mibDi sods Dumps is also 






"Specialists in IBM 
Compatible PC Upgrades, 
Including: Motherboard, Hard 
Drive, Floppy Drive, Video, 
Memory, Tape Back-Up 
Units, Processor and 
Multi-Media Upgrades." 










39 


supported for the downloading of waveforms to 
professional synthesizers. Saving an item fo any of 
the supported export formats is as easy as double 
clicking on the item, selecting the export type, and 
clicking OK. There are visual editors for most 
instrument and waveform parameters, such as loop 
points and keymaps. There’s also a_ simple 
command line interface which enables you to use 
the ‘Audio Player’ to play the sounds in any of the 
supported file formats, so it is also ideal for use as 
a ‘helper’ for your WWW browser. If you are into any 
form of sampled audio on the Windows platform, 
you'll most likely find this program usetul. This 
update includes support for both MPEG-2 and MPEG- 
3 encoded audio and for an additional twelve file 
formats. It requires Windows 3.1/95 or later, a 
mouse and any Windows-supported sound card. 
AWE32, Midi input, Advanced Gravis Ultrasound 
and Turtle Beach WaveFront cards and DirectX are 
optional. Regn US$48. 


Melb 8626-8627 McAfee Virusscan 
for Windows 3.x v3.1.1 (2-disk set) 


These disks contain the McAfee anti-virus set of 
detection and disinfection programs for Windows 
3.x. The programs will need to be installed prior to 
use. Remember to write-protect these floppy disks before 
use. The scanning program has been designed to 
check for preexisting infections of known and 
unknown viruses on both stand-alone and 
networked PC’s, and network file servers. 
Documentation is supplied on disk. VirusScan’s 
powerful new user interface provides advanced 
scan configuration settings and a complete Tools 
menu. The VirusScan Console facilitates easy and 
efficient scheduling and configuring of scan tasks. 
An icon has been provided to assist you in the 
creation of an Emergency Disk after installation. 
VirusScan for Windows requires Windows 3.1x and 
at least 4 MB of RAM. Regn US$65. 


Melb 8658-8659 Word Express 
for Windows 95 v2.02 (2-disk set) 
Melb 8784-8785 Word Express 
for Windows 3.1 v2.02 (2-disk set) 


WordExpress is a professional word processor in a 
fast, friendly package. Some of its many features 
include WYSIWYG editing, truetype fonts, the ability 
to set columns, import pictures, insert tables, 
prepare email, fax, bookmarks, indexing and much 
more. It is well suited to small desktop publishing 
tasks too. The Windows 95 version has full support 
for Windows 95 features such as long filenames, 
OLE/2 and uninstall. This version corrects some 
minor bugs as a result of user feedback. Word 
Express requires an 80286 or faster processor, 
either Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 4 MB of RAM 
and 3 MB of free hard disk space. Regn US$50 for 


either version. 


Melb 8660 
Melb 8661 


Web Ferret v1.1 
Email Ferret v1.11 
Melb 8662 IRC Ferret v1.11 
Melb 8663 News Ferret v1.11 


The Ferret programs are the easiest way to locate 
the information that you want on the Internet. Web 
Ferret queries large Web Search Engines to quickly 
and efficiently find whatever it is that you are 
looking for on the World Wide Web. Email Ferret 
quickly and efficiently locates Email addresses 
using multiple publicly accessible databases. Find 
the Email addresses of people, companies, or 
machines simply by entering a name. The search 
query can be further limited by specitying, for 
example, company name or location. Using the IRC 
protocol, IRC Ferret is able to find any IRC user, 
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channel or topic on the world’s IRC servers. 
Searches are specified by the keywords that you 
enter, matching them against every IRC user’s email 
address, nickname, and description. You can even 
limit specific channels to search. News Ferret 
enables you to search for Usenet news articles 
without having to access each newsgroup 
separately. It automatically joins multi-part 
messages together and can retrieve messages 
without having to start up a separate news client or 
web browser. Binary attachments that are encoded 
with uuencoding, binhex and mime can be auto- 
matically decoded. Each of these programs have 
been updated to run properly under Windows NT 
and to include new features too numerous to list. 
They require Windows 95 or later, a mouse and a 
SLIP or PPP connection to the Internet. 


Melb 8682 
NoteBook for Windows 95 v4.1 


NoteBook is a large file editor for Windows 95. 
The features of this program include the ability to 
open large files of over 4 MB, support for drag and 
drop editing, and full font control support. It 
contains a handy toolbar to store the most used 
tools. Edited work may be saved and printed. This 
update corrects minor errors which could cause 
problems on some computers. It requires Windows 
95 or later, Visual Basic 5 runtime files and a 
mouse. Regn US$15. 


Melb 8720-8722 Paint Shop Pro v4.14 
(Win 95/NT) (3-disk set) 


Paint Shop Pro is a photo retouching, painting, 
image format conversion, and screen capturing 
program for Windows. It supports eight different 
brush styles (pen, pencil, marker, crayon, chalk, 
charcoal, airbrush, and paintbrush) for editing 
existing images, or for creating your own. The 
Photo Retouching Tools provide easy touch-up, 
blending and duplication of image areas, quick 
selection of similar areas for manipulation and 
detail enhancement in small areas. The Image 
Enhancement and Editing tools enable you to 
perform flip, mirror, rotate and crop operations, 
add borders and frames, and resize and resample 
your image. Paint Shop Pro ships with 20 standard 
image filters and you can create your own filters as 
well. It also includes 12 image deformations, 
including skew and circle. With Paint Shop Pro, you 
can alter the hue, saturation, lightness and RGB 
levels of any image. Adjustments to brightness and 
contrast and changes to highlight, shadow and 
mid-tone can also be made. The thumbnail image 
browser enables you to visually search directories 
for images. Paint Shop Pro provides support for 
over 36 file formats including the Transparent GIF, 
Transparent PNG and Progressive JPEG formats 
highly sought after for web page graphics. This 
version corrects some minor bugs which arose in 
version 4.12 on some systems. It requires MS 
Windows 95/NT4.0, 8 MB of RAM, a VGA or better 
video card and monitor and a mouse. Regn 


A$110. 
Melb 8726 Becky! v1.21 


Becky! is a multi-featured Internet E-mail client for 
Windows 95. It has many of the features which 
should be expected of E-mail software and other 
features which you might not expect. Some ot its 
features include a Windows Explorer-like look and 
feel, the ability to manage up to 20 mail accounts, 
(and switch to each of them quickly), and a 
powertul text editor. You can save incomplete 
messages in a “Draft Box” and you can send 
reminder messages to “yourself” for delivery at a 
specitied date. There is a spelling checker using 
both American and British English and MIME- 





compatible binary file attachments. A handy 
feature of the program is clickable URL and E-mail 
addresses. If a URL or E-mail address is found in an 
E-mail message, it is displayed in another colour. 
Double clicking a URL lets the URL activate in 
Netscape, and double clicking an E-mail address 
opens a compose window for the address. This 
version enables you to manage multiple 
subscriptions of mailing lists in one dialog, and 
check multiple accounts by one receive action or a 
periodical check. The number of accounts that you 
can manage has been increased to 20. Becky! 
requires Windows 95 or later, and a POP3 mail 
account. Regn US$40 for personal use. 


Melb 8745 People Clip Art v2.1 


This package contains 30 ready-made colour clip 
art images of people at work and at play. The 
images are in standard Pcx format and may be 
used in any program that can import standard PCX 
256-colour format files. The images include an art- 
ist, babies, bank, business, construction, cleaning, 
florist, dancing, chef, groom, hippie, landscape, 
doctor, nurse, musician, police, sports, romance, 
student, teacher and more. The images are only a 
sample of the 200 images in the complete set. The 
installation program will show you the 30 samples 
prior to installation and it will show small samples 
of all 200 images in the complete set when 
installation has been completed. This version 
includes new drawings and revised documentation. 
People Clip Art requires Windows 3.1 or later and 
800 KB of hard disk space. Registration provides 
the complete set of 200 non-watermarked images 
(at a higher resolution). Regn $US25. 


Melb 8767 = 
Easy Base Relational Database v11.2 


Easy Base is a fully programmable relational 
database (RDBMS) that can be used to write almost 
any business application. It is also a complete 
rapid programming system for data management. 
In Easy Base you create the forms in which to store 
data in a simple screen painting environment. This 
not only designs the data file but provides a default 
entry screen for your data at the same time. As you 
place the “fields” in which data is to be stored, you 
can use relational links to import data from other 
forms. Each field you create for data storage is 
also treated as a derivable “cell” similar to a 
spread sheet. You can make almost any calculation 
within fields. Apart from all the arithmetic and 
relational operators there are over fifty logic 
functions. Fields to be filled can be free, mandatory 
or conditionally mandatory. You can provide your 
own custom error messages when out of range 
data is entered. Field types include Text, Formatted 
Text, Text Blocks (providing word wrap and spell 
checking), Integer, Fixed and Floating Point 
Numbers, Date, Time and Fixed Choice. Your data 
can be sequenced, grouped and listed in many 
different ways. Programs can be distributed on 
runtime modules. A developer version contains 
everything for PC and Network (LAN) DBMS 
development. This update repairs a problem with 
the date field and MakeDate function. Easy Base 
requires an 80286 (16MHz) or faster processor, 
pos 3.3, 640 KB of RAM and 3 MB of hard disk 
space. Regn from US$59 to US$299. 


MeLb 8768 Financial Freedom 


Billing Manager Pro v1.30 


Financial Freedom Billing Manager Pro is a 32-bit 
Accounts Receivable and Billing application. It is 
easy to use and is very suitable for small and large 
businesses alike. It features unlimited invoices, 
customers and products. It supports deposits, 
partial payments, custom invoices, interest charges, 
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batch printing, deposits on account and much 
more. A form letter wizard assists you in the 
preparation of various form letters. This version has 
many new features including calendar-repeat 
billings. It requires an 80486 processor, Windows 
95/NT, 8 MB of RAM and 1.5 MB of hard disk 
space. Regn US$70. 


Melb 8779 Multimedia Greeting 


Card Maker v3.00 


Multimedia Greeting Card Maker enables you to 
create multimedia cards for all occasions. It comes 
with three sets of music, voice, and graphic files to 
create three different Christmas cards. The 
registered version includes six more sets of music, 
voice, and graphic files to create a total of nine 
different card designs. You can load photographs 
and voice tiles of your family and yourself into your 
cards and make them something worth keeping. It 
could be a _ great customer relations and 
advertising tool for businesses. A sample card has 
been included to show you what can be done with 
the program. This version corrects some problems 
present in the previous version. It requires an 
80486 processor, Windows 3.1x, VGA graphics, a 
sound card with a MIDI interface and 3 MB of hard 
disk space. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8793 
Cuisine SE v2.04 (Win 95/NT) 


Cuisine is a powertul, easy-to-use recipe database 
and meal planning system. It has a familiar “recipe 
card” display and a simple interface that enables 
the quick entry and indexing of hundreds of 
recipes. You can store recipes under various 
categories in multiple cookbooks, group a series of 
recipes together into a single meal and adjust the 
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number of serves. As you add recipes to your meal, 
the ingredients are automatically appended to your 
shopping list. Cuisine comes with over 60 built-in 
recipes. It can import and export text files (in either 
Cuisine or Meal-Master 8.0x format). Some other 
teatures include print preview, context-sensitive help 
and bookmarks. This version corrects a number of 
minor bugs related to importing files and saving 
recipes. Cuisine requires an 80386 or later 
processor, 2 MB of RAM, 650 KB of hard disk space 
and Windows 95/NT 4.0. Regn US$25. 


Melb 8817-8818 
Page Focus v4.02 (2-disk set) 


PageFocus is an innovative Windows package that 
can be used for creating drawings, forms, 
documents, databases and applications. Some of 
its many features include extensive graphic, field 
and table objects; powerful, yet easy-to-use tools; 
hyper-buttons for documentation navigation and 
command use; and a data view window for 
managing databases. This version corrects some 
minor bugs and includes a number of new 
features. PageFocus requires an 80286 or faster 
processor, Windows 3.1, 4 MB of RAM and 4 MB 
of hard disk space. Regn US$29. 


Melb 8824 Just the Fax v1.6a (Win 95) 


Just the Fax is a powerful and extremely easy to use 
personal fax program for Windows. Some of its 
features include an attractive, intuitive interface, an 
integrated wysiwYG fax editor and cover sheet 
editor, the ability to create cover sheet templates 
for reuse, the creation of multiple page fax 
documents, spell checking of fax documents and 
cover sheets, and maintain a phone number 
database for frequently used numbers. You can 
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This low-cost unit provides automatic connection to the tele- 
phone line on dialling. Other device is then locked out. Ideal for 
connection of Modems, Security as BALA EATONS 
Systems, EFT-POS, Fax/Modems to a 
Fax Line, Commander, PABX or any 
type of telephone line. 







The new RTA will allow you to call in on your telephone line and 
SWITCH ON and SWITCH OFF one or two separate electrical 
appliances simply by ringing your 

telephone line or using a touch tone 
telephone. 


view or print faxes before sending them and you 
can keep copies of faxes for referral after sending 
them. The program will auto-detect your fax- 
modem. It requires Win 95 and a fax-modem 
capable of Class 2 fax operation. Freeware. 


Melb 8893-8896 McAfee Virus Scan 
for Win 95 v3.1.1 (4-disk set) 


These disks contain the McAfee Anti-virus set of 
programs for Windows 95. These programs must 
be installed on your Windows 95 system prior to 
use. Instructions have been included on the disk. 
Remember to write-protect these floppy disks before use. 
The Administrative Mode enables System 
Administrators to lock VirusScan95 configurations 
on users’ systems. The ScreenScan utility will auto- 
matically scan your system for infected files when 
your screen saver is active. ScreenScan is now 
compatible with 3-D screen savers in Windows 95 
OSR2. VirusScan’s powerful new user interface 
provides advanced scan configuration settings and 
a complete Tools menu, while the VirusScan 
Console facilitates easy and efficient scheduling 
and contiguring of scan tasks. VirusScan now scans 
files compressed with PKLITE, LZEXE, and LHA 
compression software. VShield will check your files 
for macro viruses when you use Microsoft's 
‘FindFast’ Fast File Indexer in Office. Instructions 
have been provided to assist you in the creation of 
an Emergency Disk. VirusScan95 requires Win 95. 
Regn US$65. 
Melb 8929 Script & Calligraphy 
TrueType Fonts v1.1 


This disk contains ten decorative typefaces from 
Eltring Soft Fonts. The fonts are kerned TrueType 
scalable fonts for use in both Windows 3.1 and 
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Windows 95. You can view and print them in 
virtually any size. You can select any of these fonts 
just as you normally select any other font under 
Windows which will display matching screen 
images of each new font. These TrueType fonts will 
work on any type of printer. All fonts include the 
complete ANS! character set in various styles: 
architectural (Tech Bold), brush (Brush), calligraphy 
(Zap Chance), children’s printing (Jessica), 
connected letter script (Aristocrat, Grandam, 
Hotpress and Saffron), free (ESF Elite Light) and old 
(Old English). The Setup program will show you 
samples of the fonts and it will automatically install 
the fonts that you select. This version includes new 
documentation and a new installation procedure. 
These fonts requires a PC with Windows 3.1 or 
later and 330 KB of disk space. Registration of 
US$25 provides technical support, a complete set 
of 44 non-watermarked fonts and a newsletter. 


New disks 


Melb 2615 
Solway’s Internet Search v1.3 


Solway’s Internet Search is a small, fast program 
that enables you to search up to four search 
engines simultaneously and display the results on a 
single screen (provided that your web browser can 
handle frames). It requires Windows 3.1x or 
Windows 95 or later, an Internet connection and a 
Web Browser which supports frames. Freeware. 


Melb 2616 
PocketD Plus File Manager v5.1 


PocketD Plus has been described as a 35 KB DOS 
Army Knife. It is first and foremost a small 
command-line file manager, with a separate and 
optional menu-driven interface. Its purpose is to 
provide you with a highly productive tool for day- 
to-day disk housekeeping for DOS/Windows. It has 
been designed to be small enough for any DOS or 
Windows user to want to use it on their PC, even 
if they only use 2% of its facilities. At the same time, 
its comprehensive copy facilities and flexible 
programmable templates should make _ it 
indispensable for heavy-duty users such as system 
operators and network administrators. PocketD Plus 
consists of two key programs: D.EXE and MENUD.EXE. 
D.EXE is a small colour directory listing program and 
an exceptionally powerful DOs file manager with a 
staggering 300+ options and _ sub-options; 
MENUD.EXE is a 39 KB front-end to D.EXE which 
enables you to gain access to D.EXE’s extensive 
command-line power through the comfort of a 
menu-driven system. MenuD’s 60 menus and over 
400 options not only enable you to build D.ExE 
command-lines, but also provide a description of 
the operation in English! Over 100 KB of help files 
are included. This version supports long filenames 
in Windows 95. It requires 64 KB of RAM and 35 
KB of disk space. Regn US$49 (for private/ 
educational use) and US$68 (for commercial use). 
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Financial Freedom Event 
Calendar v1.00 (32-bit) 


Have you ever forgotten an important meeting or, 
worse still, the birthday of a loved one. Why not try 
Event Calendar? It is an event scheduling calendar 
for Windows 95. It will track any kind of event, 
meeting or appointment, birthday or anniversary. 
Never forget another event ever again! It requires 
an 80486 or later processor running Windows 95. 
No registration fee is required. 


Melb 2617 


Melb 2618 Noisekiller Disk Utility v1.3 


Personal computers which are used for long 
periods of time generate heat and noise. Modern 
notebook computers use Advanced Power 
Management to lower power consumption (and 
heat and noise). Many desktop computers either 
do not have a suitable power-saving BIOS or they 
do not have the power-saving features activated. 
NoiseKiller Disk Utility causes the IDE drive(s) in 
your PC to spin down when not being unused. The 
drive(s) will start spinning again as soon as 
needed. This program has an advantage over a 
BIOS solution in that you can launch and stop the 
program as you require to match your instant 
needs. This will lower your power consumption and 
reduce both the noise and heat generated. It will 
also. provide a more pleasant working 
environment. Minimum requirements are an 
80286 processor, with 2 MB of RAM and 174 KB of 
disk space running Windows 3.1. Regn US$20. 


Melb 2619 Number by the Colors v1.0 
(16-bit and 32-bit) 


Number by the Colors began as a simple utility to 
return the hex number of a colour chosen from a 
Windows colour dialog box for pasting into an 
HTML document. The basic purpose of NBC is the 
same: choose a colour visually, then paste the 
corresponding hex number into an HTML document. 
NBC now has several features to enhance this basic 
purpose. It displays three sample elements —two 
text elements and a background sample to each of 
which a chosen colour can be applied. NBC also 
allows any colour chosen to be given a name and 
saved to a current list. To reuse the colour simply 
choose it by name from the drop down list. These 
lists can also be saved to disk and reused in later 
sessions. NBC also has a Roll Up feature that 
enables you to make it small then stick it in a 
corner of your workspace, out of the way but 
readily available. The 32-bit version of Number by 
the Colors will run only under Windows 95/NT 4.0 
or later, but the 16-bit version will run under 


Windows 3.x95/NT 3.51 or later. Regn US$5. 


Melb 8991 
One-Step High Quality Fax v7.0 


One-Step High Quality Fax enables you to 
produce and transmit letter-quality faxes in one 
step. It works with preprinted (custom) forms, 
provides for thumb-tacking graphic images (such 
as a signature or a logo), and produces a variety 
of image formats (Fax-ready, PCX, DCX and TIFF). 
Other features of HQ-FAX include a PCL interface 
and fax logging, tracing, broadcasting and 
scheduling. HQ-FAX does not receive or process 
received faxes. It will run on DOS or Windows. It 
needs an Epson-LQ printer driver (but it does not 
need an Epson printer) for your word processor. 
HQ-FAX requires a minimum of an 8086 processor, 
640 KB of RAM, 1.5 MB of hard disk space, DOS 
3.0 and a fax modem. Regn US$45. 


Melb 8992-8993 
Animated Phonics v1.00 (2-disk set) 


Animated Phonics will teach your child how to 
pronounce letters and words using phonetic 
sounds. The program includes a 300 word 
vocabulary and it is loaded with animation and 
video. It is great for children who may have some 
reading ditficulties. Animated Phonics requires an 
80386 processor, Windows 3.1x and 4 MB of disk 
space. Regn US$39. 


Melb 8994 Money Jars v1.0 


Money Jars is the electronic equivalent of your 
grandmother’s method of depositing your 
grandfather’s pay into several “budget category” 
jars to be sure that she would have the money to 
pay the bills when they came due. You will have to 
set up budget categories, with automatic 
adjustment of each category for varying budget 
periods, that is, weekly for food, monthly for rent, 
annual for Christmas. You can then automatically 
distribute your deposited pay cheque to your 
several budget categories in accordance with your 
budgeted amounts, corrected for the individual 
budget amount and period. Now you can see how 
much money is available in each category before 
you decide to spend the money. When you spend 
money, you merely deduct it from the appropriate 
budget category. You can easily modify your 
budget categories, budget amounts, and the 
balances allocated to each category if you need to 
do so. The program includes easy on-line help and 
tutoring. It requires an 80386 with a VGA graphics 
card and monitor, and Windows 3.1 or later. Regn 


US$5. 
Melb 8995 Herb Power v3.1 


Herb Power is the ultimate guide to the power of 
herbs. This spectacular, colourful, and user-friendly 
program will teach you what you need to know 
about Nature’s medicines, and how they will affect 
your life. Among the many features you'll discover 
is a full description of each herb. This includes 
cultivation, cooking, medical uses (with the latest 
research findings and remedies), beauty secrets, 
and other herb uses. It is fully illustrated and has 
additional information on preserving herbs and 
making herb medicines. It requires Windows 3.1x 
or Windows 95 or later and a VGA or better video 
card and monitor. Regn US$20. 


Melb 8996 Absolutely On-line v1.0 


Absolutely On-line is designed for use with Internet 
Service Providers who disconnect you when there is 
inactivity on your line for more than five or ten 
minutes. It works by sending signals down the line 
to your ISP so that the system will not drop the 
connection. Absolutely On-Line will send this signal 
about once per minute to keep the connection 
alive. You can configure the program to automat- 
ically dial your primary ISP and log in with your 
stored password when you start the program, or 
simply choose among a menu of installed IsP 
choices. The click of a toolbar button deactivates 
or activates Absolutely On-line’s connection- 
keeping abilities, and other buttons connect or 
disconnect you from your selected Isp. Also 
included is the capability to synchronise your 
system’s clock with one of the many Internet time 
servers. It requires Windows 95, a modem and an 
Internet account. Regn US$15. 


Melb 8997 File Ferret v1.11 
Melb 8998 Phone Ferret v1.11 


The Ferret programs are the easiest way to locate 
the information that you want on the Internet. 
FileFerret is the easiest way to locate files on the 
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Internet, and then to download them to your 
machine. FileFerret queries multiple Search Engines 
to quickly and efficiently find whatever it is that you 
are looking for on the Internet. It will query all 
contigured search engines and Archie _ sites 
simultaneously, while discarding any duplicate 
results. It has the added advantage of being able 
to download the located file or files without the 
need for a separate FTP (file transfer protocol) 
application. PhoneFerret quickly and_ efficiently 
locates telephone numbers by simultaneously 
searching multiple, publicly accessible search 
engines. New search engines are added automat- 
ically to the application as they become available. 
The numbers found can then be dialed automat- 
ically, if you have the dialer installed on your 
system. They require Windows 95 or later, a mouse 
and a SLIP or PPP connection to the Internet. 


Melb 8999 SpeedyNet 


SpeedyNet is designed to speed up Web Browsing 
on any Internet connection. When you type in IP 
addresses your browser can directly access the site 
instead of waiting a few minutes for the Domain 
Name Server lookup. This program will work on 
any Windows 95 based system that runs a TCP/IP 
stack to communicate and that has no local LAN 
based DNS Server. SpeedyNet has a local table of 
DNs IP addresses and tells your system to check that 
table first, before searching for the address on the 
internet. SpeedyNet requires Windows 95 , a 
modem and an internet account. 


Melb 9001 WebStereo v2.0 


WebStereo brings great Internet Radio from around 
the world to your PC! While you work or surf the 
Internet, you can listen to great radio stations 
broadcasting live to the Internet on topics ranging 
from news, sports and even comedy, from cities 
across the United States and around the world. 
Internet-only and real-world stations are broad- 
casting 24 hours a day, and it’s all available from 
your PC with WebStereo. WebStereo makes it easy 
to use. It’s preloaded with great Internet radio 
stations, and you can add as many stations as 
you'd like. Convenient access from the WebStereo 
window lets you change the station, stop the music, 
or change the volume. You can have WebStereo 
automatically start playing when you start your 
computer, or access it whenever you want from the 
Windows 95/NT Desk Tray. It requires Windows 95 
or Windows NT 4.0 or later, a sound card 
supported by Windows, an Internet connection of 
28.8 Kbps or faster and an Internet account. Regn 


US$20. 


Melb 9002 
Quiptics Cryptograms for Win 95 v1.00 


Quiptics for Windows has all of the challenge and 
enjoyment of constructing and solving cryptograms 
ust like the ones found in the daily and weekend 
newspapers. You can make your own cryptograms 
nstantly. Simply type in a favorite quotation, click a 
sutton and Quiptics will encode the text automat- 
cally. You can print Quiptics cryptograms to give 
‘0 others to solve. Quiptics cryptograms can be 
solved at two levels of difficulty. It has many more 
sowertul and exciting features. Quiptics for 
Windows requires Windows 95/NT and 1 MB of 
disk space. Regn US$20. 


Melb 9003-9004 
MaxMiles v2.0A (2-disk set) 


MaxMiles is a database program designed to help 
sou to keep track of your Frequent Flyer points for 
4s many accounts as you like. With MaxMiles you 
can easily log all your mileage transactions, 


reconcile your Frequent Flyer statement, generate 
missing credit requests, monitor the expiration of 
mileage, write a service letter to the airlines, as well 
as generate numerous mileage reports and graphs. 
You will no longer have to wait to receive a 
statement in the mail to know how many miles you 
have earned, and you will always be sure that all 
of your mileage activity is properly recorded by the 
airlines. The miles you’ve earned are a significant 
asset and MaxMiles ensures you are in control of 
them. It requires either Windows 3.1x, Windows 95 
or Windows NT version 3.51 or later, a mouse and 
a VGA or better video card and monitor. 


Melb 9005-9006 
Math Flight v1.10 (2 disk set) 


Math Flight enables children to practice basic 
arithmetic with activities that include Addition, 
Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, a mix of 
Addition/Subtraction, Multiplication/Division or a 
combination of all four. You can use and print out 
arithmetic operation tables. Seven difficulty levels 
are included for customisability. You can focus the 
questions on a specific number. It also includes a 
Hall of Fame to keep track of good scores on tests. 
It requires an 80386 or faster processor, Windows 
95 or later, 2 MB of RAM, 1.6 MB of hard disk 
space and a VGA or better video card and monitor. 
A sound card is optional. Regn US$8. 


Melb 9007 
Periodic Library for Windows v1.61 


This is the best periodic table available for the 
Windows environment. You can search for 
elements by their names, symbols or properties. 
You can view periodic trends with the built-in 
graphing program to monitor different charac- 
teristics and you can change the temperature 
interactively and watch the elements adjust their 
current properties. The program requires Windows 
3.1x or Windows 95 or later, and a VGA or better 
video card and monitor. 


Melb 9008 

QuikDict Spelling Dictionary v1.1 
QuikDict is a pop-up dictionary accessible from the 
Windows Tool Tray. Some of its features include the 
ability to spell check all words as they are typed, 
no matter what program is active, using alphabetic 
and “Sounds Like” (using Metaphone algorithms) 
word matching. An English/American dictionary of 
more than 91,000 words is included. It can auto- 
matically spell check the first word of the clipboard 
whenever the clipboard contents change, use 
colour coded responses (green if word is correct, 
red if word is not found), and it can automatically 


paste the corrected spelling back to the clipboard. 
QuikDict requires Win 95 or later. Regn US$19. 


Melb 9009 RabbitHelp for 
Word/Excel/WordPerfect/Lotus-123 


Steve Dossick’s RabbitHelp programs automatically 
and seamlessly “plug-in” to the main menus of 
WordPerfect 7.0, Word 95, Excel 95 and Lotus 123 
as additional selections. They provide you with 
practical how-to, step-by-step guidance for the 
most commonly used tasks in your day to day 
work. Their innovative and easy approach can help 
you make quick work of your daily computing 
tasks. These programs can help you to turn out 
polished, professional-looking documents without 
having to search through cryptic manuals. An “Un- 
installer” utility is included. The minimum system 
requirements are Windows 95 or later, 2 MB of 
hard disk space and 4 MB of RAM. Registration for 
non-business, personal or student home use is 
US$20 per copy. 
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Melb 9010 Jot Note Manager v1.30 


Jot Note Manager is a powertul cardfile applet that 
is ideal for storing notes, addresses, lists, and other 
information. Up to 64 KB of text may be inserted 
into each note. Any MS Cardfile list can be 
imported into the program. It features a con- 
figurable interface, flexible printing with preview, a 
powertul search/replace menu, timestamps, text fill, 
autosave, encryption, autodial (with an svD 
(simultaneous voice and data) modem) and more. 
It requires an 80386 or faster processor, running 
Windows tor Workgroups 3.11 or later, 8 MB of 
RAM and 700 KB of hard disk space. Regn 20 
Pounds Sterling. 


Melb 9011 Talking Times Table v1.00 


Talking Times Tables is a great tool to help your 
child to learn the times tables (up to 12). Whether 
used in school or in the home, Talking Times Tables 
will provide your child with the basic fundamentals 
of math as well as build a solid foundation on 
which to build and learn. The program. will 
remember problems that caused difficulty and the 
student can try them again. The student can pick a 
times table to work with or a table can be supplied 
at random. When the student gets the answers 
correct they will be rewarded with a positive phrase 
and animation. When the student gets 20 answers 
correct they will be rewarded with a jigsaw puzzle. 
Talking Times Table requires an 80386 or faster 
processor, Windows 3.1 or later and 4 MB of RAM. 
Regn US$19. 


Melb 9012 Talking English v1.00 


Talking English starts with basic sentence structure 
and enables students to put together sentences. 
The program will teach students how to recognise 
singular and plural verbs, singular and_ plural 
objects, direct and indirect objects, objective 
complement and objective complement. It also 
covers past, present and future tense. Talking 
English includes a drawing and picture filling pro- 
gram, just for fun. You can add more silly 
sentences, more singular/plural questions, more 
sentence structure questions and more scrambled 
sentences. Talking English requires an 80386 or 
faster processor, Windows 3.1 or later and 4 MB 
of RAM. Regn US$19. 


Melb 9013 GraphMaT v2.21 


GraphMaT is an innovative approach to the 
analysis, manipulation, and graphical display of 
data and mathematical functions. The 12 technical 
macros with graph templates perform linear or 
multiple regression, do curve fitting, plot functions, 
solve simultaneous equations, display, transform 
(derivative, integrate, smooth, filter, scale, 
average...) and overlay — signals. Although 
GraphMaT is designed for scientific applications it 
is usetul in business or non-scientific fields and it 
can be easily customised. It is a convenient 
working tool for a laboratory scientist, engineer, 
technical professional, student, or anyone faced 
with analysing or graphing data. A user-friendly 
menu driven interface will guide you through 
importing the data, performing the analysis, 
preparing the graphs and interpreting the results. 
The documentation includes tips on writing self- 
moditying macros, preparing graphs and applying 
statistics which help to fully utilise the features of 
current spreadsheet software. GraphMalT requires 
a minimum of an 8086/8088 processor, DOS 2.1, 
256 KB of RAM and 1 KB of disk space. You will 
also require Lotus 1-2-3 (DOS or Windows), or 
other programs capable of executing Lotus macros, 
such as MS Excel, QuattroPro, or As-Easy-As (on 
disk Melb 8290). Regn from US$19 to US$40. O 
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Using a mouse in 


Firstbasic and QBasic 


he mouse is driven by a program 
called MOUSE.COM, or a program 
with a similar name depending 
on the brand of mouse you have 
connected to your computer. This 
program will be referred to below as the 
“mouse driver”. It is usually loaded into 
memory by AUTOEXEC.BAT during startup. 

The mouse driver is invoked by calling 
interrupt 33h (33h means 33 hexa- 
decimal). For a full list of the many 
functions that this interrupt can perform, 
see Ralf Brown’s interrupt list in the file 
INTERSIC.ZIP that can be downloaded from 
the Melb PC sss. Only the first four 
interrupt 33h functions are used in the 
programs described in this submission. 
(See Listing 1.) 

In order to use the mouse, a BASIC 
program must be able to set the 
processor’s AX register, call interrupt 33h 
and read the returned values in the AX, 
BX, CX and DX registers. 


Firstbasic’s simple mouse control 

The REG statement presets a value to be 
loaded into a processor register before 
CALL INTERRUPT. 

Syntax: REG regnumber%, n% 
regnumber™% indicates the processor 
register to be loaded 1=AX 2=BX 3=CX 
4=DX 5=SI 6=DI 7=BP 8=DS 9=ES 
n% is the integer value to be loaded into 
the register. 





The register is not actually loaded until 
CALL INTERRUPT 

CALL INTERRUPT &H33 loads the register 
and invokes the mouse driver. After 
completion of the CALL INTERRUPT routine 
the processor’s registers are loaded into 
the REG function. This is the only time 
the REG function is loaded; it does not 
maintain a continuous copy of the 
processor registers. 

The REG function returns a value loaded 
after CALL INTERRUPT 

Syntax: y% = REG(regnumber%) 
regnumber% = 1=AX 2=BX 3=CX 
4=DX etc. as above. (See the two 
subroutines in Listing 2 for how these 
functions are used in the Firstbasic 
program.) 

The “suB pressclick” includes “CALL 
mouse(3)” which returns the mouse 
button status and the mouse cursor 
position in REG(2), REG(3) and REG(4). 
These values are put into BASIC variables 
and returned to the main program 
module. 


Mouse control in QBasic 


QBasic does not have a CALL INTERRUPT 
statement but QBasic HELP has an example 
showing how an interrupt can be program- 
med using CALL ABSOLUTE (see Listing 2). 
This simple example shows how a 
machine code program can be poked 
into a BASIC array and then CALL ABSOLUTE 








Returns: AX = 
AX = 
BX = number of buttons 


FFFFh two buttons 


AX = 0000h and INT 33h = Reset mouse driver and read status 
0000h = driver not installed 
FFFFh = driver installed 


0000h other than two 
0002h two buttons (many drivers) 
0003h Mouse Systems/Logitech three-button mouse 


Keith Phillips 










can run the machine code program. It 
doesn’t show how to preset a register or 
how to read registers. 

A way to read the processor’s registers 
is explained in an inspirational book 
entitled The Revolutionary Guide To 
QBasic by V. Dyakonov, V. Munerman, 
E. Yemelchenkov & T. Samoylova, 1996, 
Wrox Press Ltd, ISBN 1 874416 20 6. A 
machine code program described in the 
book copies the registers to data bytes 
that correspond to elements in the basic 
array! Thus, the array elements contain 
the register values just like the REG 
function in Firstbasic. However, the 
program in the book doesn’t show how 
to preset the AX register; instead it is 
made up of four machine code programs, 
one each to reset, show, hide and read 
the mouse. 


My improvement is to arrange a 
machine code program so that the value 
to be loaded into the AX register also 
corresponds to an array element and so 
the AX register can be preset as in the 
REG ststement in Firstbasic. All four 
interrupt 33h functions can be called 
using one machine code program. 

The machine code program is in an 
array dimensioned as a%(1 TO 17) (see 
listing 3). 

The Nop (No Operation) code is 
placed at the beginning of the machine 
code so that the value to be moved into 
the AX register is in a%(2). The AX 
register can be set to any value by 
presetting a%(2) before CALL ABSOLUTE. 

Also, I have evaluated the 17 array 
elements that contain the machine code. 








‘Calls routine for printing | 
‘screen to a local printer. | 


AX = 0001h AND INT 33h = Show mouse cursor 

AX = 0002h AND INT 33h = Hide mouse cursor 
Note: multiple calls to hide the cursor will require 
multiple calls to function 0001h to unhide it. 

AX = 0003h and INT 33h = Read button status and cursor position 





Returns: BX = O=No 1=Left 2=Right button pressed 
CX = column 
DX = row 


Note: in text modes, all coordinates are specified as multiples of the cell size, 
typically 8 x 8 pixels 

















Listing 1. Int 33 details 


DIM a%(2) 
DEF SEG = VARSEG(a%(0Q) ) 
FOR 1% = 0. 7O°2 

READ d% 


POKE VARPTR(a%(0)) + 1%, AZ 
NEXT 1% 
DATA 205, 5; 203 = * dap eabSemece 

‘Machine-language code 
‘for printing screen. 
CALL ABSOLUTE (VARPTR(a% (0) ) ) 


DEF SEG 





Listing 2 


rr Eee heteeoeniatiteivaiq vases , eae unre gee Gases oe aac Ine ae oe Ss aee 








90h NOP Ist byte of a%(1) 

B8h 00h 00h MOV AX,0000h 2nd byte of a%(1), a%(2)=0000h 
CDh 33h INT 33h 

Zen CS: 

A3h 1Ah 00h MOV [001A] ,AX Copy AX to a%(14) 

Z2Eh CS: 

89h 1Eh 1Ch 00h MOV [001C],BX Copy BX to a%(15) 

OA Hee cr 

89h OEh 1Eh 00h MOV [001EF],CX Copy CX to a%(16) 

260, CS + 

89h 16h 20h OOh MOV [0020] ,DxX Copy DX to a%(17) 

CBh RETF 
00h 00h 
00h 00h 
00h OOh 
00h 00h 








Listring 3 











‘ FIRSTBASIC - RESET MOUSE DRIVER AND SHOW MOUSE CURSOR 


CALL mouse (0) ‘reset mouse driver see note 2 
IF REG(1) <> &HFFFF THEN STOP ‘see note 1 
CALL mouse (1) ‘show mouse cursor see note 2 


‘ FIRSTBASIC - INSERT COMMON CODE FROM FIGURE 3 HERE 


‘ FIRSTBASIC - SUBROUTINE INTERRUPT 33H 
SUB mouse (ax%) 

REG 1, ax% 

CALL INTERRUPT &H33 
END SUB 
‘ FIRSTBASIC - SUBROUTINE PRESS KEY OR CLICK MOUSE BUTTON 
SUB pressclick (presss, click%, column$%, row$) 











Dreses="* 
DO 
This data can be read directly into the CALL mouse(3): click% = REG(2) 
array instead of poking the 34 bytes as pressS = UCASES (INKEYS) 
in the QBasic HELP example above. LOOP UNTIL click% > 0 OR press$ <> “” 

See the first part of Listing 4 for how column’ = REG(3) / 8 ‘see note 6 
the machine code is included in the rowS = REG(4) / 8 ‘see note 6 
QBasic program and also see the two sub- ‘ DELAY FOR TIME TO RELEASE MOUSE BUTTON see note 7 
outines for how the array is used. The DELAY .25 
‘SUB pressclick” includes “CALL mouse(3)” 
which returns the mouse button status L 











and the mouse cursor position in a%(15) 
4%(16) and a%(17). These values are put 
nto BASIC variables and returned to the 


» Listing 4. Firstbasic 


Learn to Repair and Upgrade 


Nain program module. Basic Personal Oi ike a 
. SIG 
haan aa due Including full theory of operation 
f you don’t want to type these programs , 
lownload the file MOUSEBAS.LZH from the The Basic x h . l 
Melb PC. BBs. SIG meets $179 for 4 x 3 hour evening classes 
Make a complete Firstbasic program at the * Maximum 12 students per class 
rom the code in Listing 4 and Listing 6. Melb PC * Learn to solder and design cables 
Make a complete QBasic program from SIG room * Lots of “hands-on” tuition 
he code in Listing 5 and Listing 6. on the " 
A Firstbasic program can also be made secon Certificates issued on completion of course 
rom the QBasic program because Tuesday of * Free Ongoing Support 
bape has a CALL pee ti rues each month * Includes over 550 pages of course notes 
ae ca << O at 7.50 pm. * Course run by qualified technician with 19 
ulterations, it can be compiled and run. years computer experience 
‘ry this. An error message will show For more * Courses commence in first week of each 
vhich line cannot be translated. Edit the details 
sffending line and try again. These contact month for four consecutive weeks 
ee ne ee eae. aadow ce 
» Delete both lines beginning “DECLARE Callaway 
SUB” on (03) 
» Change “DIM a%(1 TO 17)” to “DIM 9619 4067 
a%(1:17)” 





cua os Seic januea 77 ania 























' OBASIC - DECLARE SUBROUTINES | e@ Change “CALL ABSOLUTE(offset%)” to 
DECLARE SUB mouse (ax3) “CALL ABSOLUTE offset%” | 
DECLARE SUB pressclick (presss$, click%, column%, row’) Firstbasic has the advantage that it can 
make .EXE programs! On the other hand, 
' QBASIC - READ MACHINE CODE INTO THE ARRAY a&% | QBasic has the better development 
DIM a%(1 TO 17) _ environment because it does a syntax 
FOR i = 1 T0 17: READ a&%(i): NEXT i check on each line as it is typed in, and 
DATA -18288,0,13261,-23762,26,-30418,7198 it displays the main program module and 
DATA 11776,3721,30,-30418, 8214, -13568,0,0,0,0 the subroutines separately. Alterations 
needed to convert from QBasic to 
‘ QBASIC - RESET MOUSE DRIVER AND SHOW MOUSE CURSOR Firstbasic that I have found are: 
CALL mouse (0) ‘reset mouse driver see note 2 e Delete DECLARE SUB statements 
IF a%@(14) <> &HFFFF THEN STOP ‘see note l e Change DIM(G TO j) to DIMG;j) 
CALL mouse (1) ‘show mouse cursor see note 2 e Change REDIMG TO j) to REDIMG;) 
‘ QBASIC - INSERT COMMON CODE FROM FIGURE 3 HERE # Chae St BO to eee 
e Change COMMON SHARED to SHARED 
‘ QBASIC - SUBROUTINE INTERRUPT 33H e Change CALL ABSOLUTE (k%) to CALL 
SUB mouse (ax%) ABSOLUTE k% 
SHARED a%() e Change SLEEP n to DELAY n 
as(2) = ax% e Change puT #1,,x$ to puT$ #1,x$ (for 
DEF SEG = VARSEG(a%(1)) binary files) 
offset® = VARPTR(a%(1)) e Change x$ = “-”: GET #1,,x$ to GET 
CALL ABSOLUTE (offset’) #1,1,x$ (get 1 byte from binary files) 
DEF SEG 
e Change subprogramname arguments to 
ae ae CALL subprogramname(arguments) 
‘ OBASIC - SUBROUTINE PRESS KEY OR CLICK MOUSE BUTTON ¢ In SELECT CASE, Firstbasic does not 
SUB pressclick (presss, click%, column%, row%) recognize CASE IS > n 
SHARED a3() e When Firstbasic prints a line of text 
press§ = “" equal to the screen width it outputs an 
DO extra CRLF. 
CALL mouse(3): click% = a%(15) ” - 
press$ = UCASE$ (INKEYS) Putting your code into the 
LOOP UNTIL click% > 0 OR press$ <> "" demonstration programs 
columns = as(16) / 8 ‘see note 6 In Listing 4 you can easily add more 
rows = av(17/) / 8 ‘see note 6 than two menu choices and change the 
‘ DELAY FOR TIME TO RELEASE MOUSE BUTTON see note 7 names from Option A, Option B etc. 
S' = TIMER Also you can insert your programs or 
DO subprograms in place of the PRINT 
t! = TIMER - s!: IF t! < 0 THEN t! = t! + 86400 Statements: “Put: Cade or Cale sib Fox 
LOOP UNTIL t! > .25 Option A (or B) Here”. If your programs 
END SUB are in QBasic code the above section 








Listing 5. QBasic program 


COMPUTER REPAIRS 


* On-site or workshop service * 
Monitors Facsimiles 
Printers Upgrades 


Power Supply New System 


Internet Installation 


HARDWARE & SOFTWARE 
MAINTENANCE 


Tel: (03) 9888 2350 All Suburbs, All Hours 


Alex Electronics and Computer Services 
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will help you convert to Firstbasic so 
that they can be compiled to .EXE 


programs. 





PC SUPPORT and TUITION SERVICES 


® Personalised Computer tuition, to suit your needs 
® Computer Problems Solved 

@ Ages 9 to 99 catered for 

® Work done in Your Home or Office 


For PCs using: 
DOS Windows 3.x Windows 95 
*Discounts for Melb PC members 















Peter Selig 
Phone (03) 9527-8805 = Mob 0419-335-221 
E-mail pfselig@melbpc.org.au 
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Extensions 


The programs above explained 
how to use CALL INTERRUPT or CALL 
ABSOLUTE to control a mouse. The 
programs use a subprogram with 
a DO loop that obtains the mouse 
button status and the mouse 
cursor location every time the 
loop is executed. The mouse data 
is determined hundreds or 
thousands of times while you 
move the mouse cursor across the 
screen. However, to keep the 
programs simple, the information 
was used only when the left 
mouse button was clicked. 





In this new version, the 
repeatedly updated cursor location 
data is used to detect when the 
mouse cursor is moved to a menu 
choice highlight and then a 
message is displayed. This occurs 
without requiring a mouse button 
click. The message can remind 
you what the choice does and 
whether there are any 
requirements such as switching on 
a printer or inserting a floppy 
disk before the menu selection is 
run. When you are ready, click 
the left mouse button to select the 
choice as in the previous 
programs. 


The previous programs also 
contain a line to test whether the 
mouse driver is installed, and this 
was also kept very simple: 


IF REG(1) <> S&HFFFF THEN 
ISTOP 

Or 

TF a3(14) <> S&HFFFF THEN 
EOE 


If the mouse driver is not 
installed the program stops, 
otherwise the test does nothing. 
In this new version, if the mouse 
driver is not installed the program 
does not call for the mouse 
button and cursor location data 
but the program can still run 
using keyboard input. 

To introduce these changes into 
the previous programs, one line 
must be changed and two lines 
must be inserted into the main 
program module and the previous 
“SUB pressclick” must be replaced 


by the new version (see Listing 7). 


If you don’t want to type the 
alterations, download 
MOUSEBA2.LZH from the Melb PC 
BBS. 











COLOR 0, 11 
DO 
CALL mouse (2) 
CLS presss hss 


‘ PRINT TO SCREEN - 


PRINT PRINT” ‘3 
COLOR 11, O: PRINT 
COLOR 0, 11: PRINT 


‘ PRINT TO SCREEN - 


PRINT PRINT * *; 
COLOR 11, 0: PRINT 
COLOR 0, 11: PRINT 


" PRINT TO SCREEN - 


PRINT PRINT 3 
COLOR 11, QO: PRINT 
COLOR 0, 11: PRINT 


" PRINT TO SCREEN - 
PRINT STRINGS (80, 





CALL mouse(1) 





“ COMMON CODE FOR MENU AND SELECTION 


‘hide mouse cursor see note 3 


PROMPT FOR 


il A Li : 
“ Option A 


PROMPT FOR 


u B “l : 
*“ Option B" 


PROMPT FOR 


“l Bsc se 


OPTION A 


OPTION B 


END PROGRAM 


“ END PROGRAM” 


PROMPT FOR 


oa) : 
1 


RESPONSE 


PRINT “Press Menu Key OR LEFTclick On Menu Key” 


‘show mouse cursor see note 4 


‘ GET KEY-PRESS OR MOUSE BUTTON CLICK 


CALL mouse(1) 





CALL pressclick(” 


* OPTION B 
CASE “B” 
CALL mouse (2) 
PRINT 


CALL mouse (1) 
CALL pressclick(% 


CASE CHRS (27) 
CALL mouse(0) 





END 

END SELECT 
LOOP 
= 








Listing 6. Common code 
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CALL pressclick(press$, 


click?3, 


IF presss = “" AND click% = 
IF row% = 1 THEN presss = “A” 
IF rows = 3 THEN press$S = “B” 
IF rows = 5 THEN presss = CHRS ( 
END IF 
PRINT 
SELECT CASE presss 
‘ OPTION A 
CASE “A” 
CALL mouse (2) ‘hide mouse 
PRINT “Put Code or Call Sub For 


PRINT “ Continue=PressAnyKey OR 
‘show mouse 


", O, O, 0) 


‘hide mouse 
“Put Code or Call Sub For 
PRINT “ Continue=PressAnyKey OR 
‘show mouse 


- OF Oy 0) 


‘ OPTION END PROGRAM 


‘reset mouse 


column%, 
1 AND column% 


row’ ) 
> 1 AND column$% 


af) 


cursor see note 3 
Option A Here” 
ANYCGIICckK" 

cursor see note 4 


cursor see note 3 
Option B Here” 
ANYclick” 

cursor see note 4 


driver see note 5 








< 7 THEN 

















How to display the messages 

Move the mouse cursor into the screen 
columns containing the choice highlights 
and then move it up or down; the 
message corresponding to a choice will 
be displayed only while the cursor is 
over the highlight. Move the mouse 
cursor horizontally out of a highlight and 
the message will remain displayed until 
you either move the cursor back into the 
screen columns containing the choice 
highlights or click any mouse key. The 
keyboard displays the messages when 
you press Ctrl+A, etc and the message 
remains displayed until you press 
another Key. 


Variations 


More choices can be added to the menu 
by putting more highlights in the same 
screen columns but the prompt line: 


PRINT “Press Menu Key OR 
LEFTclick On Menu Key” 


must not be lower than the second 
bottom line on the screen because all 
the highlights must remain on their 
respective screen rows. 

If this limitation is too restrictive you 
can omit the blank lines separating the 
highlights or use two columns of high- 
lights. The main program module and 
“SUB pressclick” test whether the mouse 
cursor is in the screen columns with the 
highlights: 

IF presss = “” AND click? = 1 
AND column > 1 AND column% < 
7 THEN 


and 


IF column%S > 1 AND columns < 7 
THEN 


Two more IF blocks like these would be 
needed for an extra highlight column. 

The messages can be more than one 
line long. For example, to use rows 0 
and 1 for messages, put the highlights 
lower down on the screen. Ensure that 
the messages are composed of lines 


























LK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKKKKKKKEKEKE 


eee In The MAIN MODULE Make The Following Changes: Pee eer 

‘ For FIRSTBASIC Change The Line IF REG(1) <> &HFFFF THEN STOP To: 
drivers = aot 

‘ OR For QBASIC Change The Line: IF a%(14) <> &HFFFF THEN STOP To: 
driver% = a%(14) 


‘ For Both FIRSTBASIC And QBASIC: 
‘ Insert New Lines Before And After The “CALL pressclick” Line: 


lastline% = CSRLIN ‘New Line see note 1 
CALL pressclick(presss, click%, column%, row%) 
LOCATE lastlines, 1 ‘New Line see note 1 


LK KKK KKK KKK KEKE KEK KEK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KEK KEK KEK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKKKSEK 


eB RB ER Replace SUB pressclick With The Following Subprogram: ERS 
A ee Subprogram Is For FIRSTBASIC With Changes For QBASIC Ce oe 


SUB pressclick (presss, click%, column%, row%) 
SHARED driver% 
‘ For QBASIC change SHARED driver% 





: to SHARED a%(), driver% 
COLOR. 14, 11 ‘see note 2 
presss = “" 
DO 
IF driver% = &HFFFF THEN 
CALL mouse (3) ‘see note 3 
click% = REG(2) ‘For QBASIC change REG(2) to a%(15) 
column% = REG(3) / 8 ‘For QBASIC change REG(3) to a%(16) 
row% = REG(4) / 8 ‘For QBASIC change REG(4) to a%(17) 
IF column% > 1 AND column’ < 7 THEN 
messages = “" 
IF row% = 1 THEN messageS = CHRS(1) ‘see note 4 
IF row% = 3 THEN messageS = CHRS (2) ‘see note 4 | 
END IF | 
END IF 
pressS = UCASES(INKEYS) | 
IF press$ >= CHRS$(1) AND press$ <= CHR$(26) THEN | 
messages = presss ‘see note <a 
Dreces = *” 
END IF 
LOCATE 1, 1 ‘see note 6 | 


SELECT CASE messages 

CASE CHRS (1 

PRINT “message for OPTION A not exceeding 80 characters”; 
PRINT SPACES (32); ‘see note 7 

CASE CHRS (2) | 

PRINT “message for OPTION B not exceeding 80 characters”; 

| 


PRINT SPACES (32) ; ‘see note 7 
CASE ELSE | 
PRINT “MESSAGE: MOVE MOUSE CURSOR TO OPTION OR PRESS CTRL+KEY”; 

PRINT SPACES (26); ‘see note 7 | 


END SELECT 


LOOP UNTIL click% > 0 OR presss <> “"” 





DELAY .25 ‘For QBASIC change DELAY .25 to the TIMER LOOP below: | 
equal to the screen width and that all sl = TIMER ‘For QBASIC | 
program lines such as: ‘ DO ‘For QBASIC | 
IF row% = 3 THEN press$ = "B” t! = TIMER - s!: IF t! < 0 THEN t! = t! + 86400 ‘For OBASIC | 

‘ LOOP UNTIL t! > .25 ‘For QBASIC | 
and 
IF rows = 3 THEN message$S = COLOR 0, 11 ‘see note 2 | 
CHRS (2) END SUB 
are edited to the new row% values that 
now contain the highlights. O oe: 7. mange to mpseicns for Firstbasic and QBasic | 
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Corel Paradox 8 


| 
ecently I looked at Corel’s 
Paradox 8 database as part of a 
review of Corel WordPerfect 
Suite 8. Since then I’ve had the 
chance to put the final release 
through its paces, so I'll describe some 
of its more noteworthy features in a little 
more depth. 


Before I start, for the benefit of new 
readers, with version 8, Paradox became 
a mature, fully integrated member of 
WordPerfect Suite. Always a strong 
application in its own right, in the past it 
was pretty much tacked on to WordPerfect 
Suite Professional. Now, the seams no 
longer show. Refer to PC Update, July 
1997, if you want further information 
about Paradox in this context. 


OK, I’m done. On with the review ... 


Project Viewer 


Like most relational databases, Paradox 
applications consist of objects—tables, 
forms, queries, scripts, and so on. The 
Project Viewer brings these together in a 
convenient, Explorer-type window. Using 
che Viewer, you can create and open 
applications and other objects, and alter 
heir properties. By default, the Viewer 
displays only objects in the current 
working directory, but you can create 
shortcuts to other files easily, whether 
they are Paradox files or not. The advan- 
‘age is that all the files you need to use 
with your application are right at hand. 


PerfectExperts 


Paradox’s interactive guides, called 
PerfectExperts, make some tasks easier. 
Call up an Expert, answer its questions, 
and it will complete your task in a few 
seconds. There are Experts for creating 
tables, forms and reports, Experts for 
documenting databases, creating charts 
and crosstabs, and many others. For 
most tasks, the Experts are optional, but 
whether or not you are new to Paradox, 
they are definite time-savers. Once the 
Experts have done their task, you can 
customise the results if you wish. 


Application Framework 


The Application Framework enables you 
to create fully working applications in a 
few steps. Integrated into the Project 
Viewer, the Framework creates a shell 
application, consisting of an executable 
file, splash screen, main window with 
title bar, standard menu, an About box 
and built-in properties. You customise 
the shell to your requirements, adding 
tables, forms and other objects as 
needed. The Framework activates 
whenever you use the Viewer to create a 
new object, and binds each object into 
your application’s file structure and menu. 
It automatically places forms, reports, and 
scripts, for example, into the correct 
application subdirectory and adds them 
to the Menu Bar. 


EAS Data Models 


5} INIs 
Directories 
(3g Executable [:exe:) 


(=) Application [:app:) 





Form On Close 


Bernadette Houghton 











a very powertul 


application, 


well suited to 


advanced data- 


base developers 


The Application Framework is a great 
time-saver, and gives you a working copy 
of your application right from the start. It 
does have one major disadvantage, 
however—it doesn’t integrate with the 
PerfectExperts. Anything you create with 
an Expert, you'll have to bind into your 
application yourself. 


Same as On Ese Button 


Confirm 


33 Application T ables (:app On Enter Button “OKButton 
(5 Framework (:fw:) Est 
(39 Framework Tables (:fwT a4 Form On Open 7 

(Sj Tables [:tables:) 3 Form On Open Edit 


Esc Button 


orm On Resize 


 Decsard oe 


Figure 1. Paradox’s Project Viewer 
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: Covet Paradox - [Praject Viewer] 


Project Viewer 








F Custom 
¢ Applications 
Tables 


$25) 





i= Menus 






Bs | Reports 
®, Scripts 
yA Libraries 


Data Models 
(3) INIs 
Directories 
(4g Executable (:exe:) 
(3 Application (:app:) 
4 Application T ables 
(3 Framework (:fwy:) 

€3q Framework Tables (: 
} Tables (tables:] 










Figure 2. Creating a new table with the PerfectExpert 


Building queries 


You can create queries from scratch 
using SQL (Structured Query Language), 
but if that blank white screen looks a tad 
intimidating, there are a couple more 
options. Paradox’s Query By Example 
(QBE) tool has been around for some 
time, and while it has its advantages, it 
is overshadowed by the new Visual 
Query Builder (vQB). Using ves, you can 
create queries just by clicking on tabs 
and selecting items—almost as easy as 
dragging and dropping. As you build 
your query, the appropriate sQL 
statements appear in the sQL window. 
Just as with the PerfectExperts, you'll 
need to manually bind queries created 
with vgs into your application. Despite 
this weakness, however, I’m impressed 
with ves. Oddly, it is buried away under 
the sQL menu—a place few novices will 
dare to tread. It receives only passing 
mention in the User Manual, and while 
Corel describes it in the online help, 
there is no mention of how to invoke it. 
Hopefully Corel will do v@B more justice 
next time around. 





Figure 4. Designing a form 
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Internet support 


Paradox’s Internet features include 
support for ActiveX controls and the 
ability to insert hypertext links into 
tables. MapI (Mail/Messaging Applications 
Programming Interface) support means 
you can share Paradox files through 
e-mail and fax. PerfectExperts are 
available for importing HTML tables into 
your documents and publishing reports 
and tables to HTML. You can choose to 
publish your data to the Web either as 
static or dynamic data. With static HTML 
publishing, the data remains fixed until 
you manually update it or re-publish it. 
With dynamic HTML publishing, the file is 
regenerated each time a Web browser 
requests it. With this method, your Web 
data is always as current as the data in 
your own files. To handle these requests 
from Web browsers, Corel has included 
Corel Web Server as a separate utility. Web 
Server acts as an intermediary between 
browsers and applications compatible 
with Borland Database Engine 4.0 (BDE), 
such as Paradox, transferring requests 
and responses back and forth. 


} #Box25 

. #Box14 
: & BText28 
> & HText27 
.. @& #Textt29 
»  & #Textl27 
 & BText128 


> {By Ship_Date 
(BS) Payment_Met 
& (S) Ship_viA 

i) (1) Terms 











My rm of the Day 
to position the 


Printer Setup... tl hein arid tein 


Exit 





Figure 3. Creating a new form with the Application Framework 


Developer features | 


You can create complex Paradox | 
applications without having to write a 
single line of code, but Paradox also has 
a built-in programming language, | 
ObjectPAL. You attach ObjectPAL code to 
objects and fields, and it is invoked when 
predefined events occur. Paradox comes 
with a range of runtime library methods, | 
which you can use instead of creating | 
your own code. You can also use Delphi | 
add-in DLLs, (Dynamic Link Libraries) and | 
share data with any ODBC (Open Data | 
Base Connectivity) compliant application. 


Distributing Paradox applications 


Paradox supports multiuser environments, 
but if you need a more flexible network 
solution, two additional configurations of | 
Paradox are available: 


e A runtime edition you can use to 
distribute your applications to unlimited 
users. This configuration also includes | 
a Java runtime client which will enable | 
applications to run on any platform 
supporting a Java Virtual Machine. | 





$51,000.00 LABORER _ 
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SELECT Enployee.LastName, Enployee FirstName, Employee. Salary. 
FROH “EMPLOYEE. DB" Employee 
INNER JOIN “DEPT DB" Dept 
ON Enployee.Department) 


SQL Editor -WORK:<Untitled> 


“igure 6. Creating a query with Visual Query Builder 


» An Enterprise Edition aimed at 
high-end developers. 


The Enterprise Edition is basically 
WordPerfect Suite Professional plus 
Runtime, with the addition of various 
hird-party database solutions, including 


>» Borland sat Links 4.0 

» Peer Direct Database Replication 
Technology 
Borland InterBVase 4.2 


INTERSOLV DataDirect opBc Paradox 8 
Driver 


e InstallShield Express Paradox 8 Custom 
Edition. 


Assessment 


Paradox is a very powerful application, 
well suited to advanced database 
developers. Corel has also attempted to 
make it easier for novices. It has 
succeeded to some extent—the 
PerfectExperts are good, and it is 
possible to create applications almost 
entirely using the mouse, invoking the 
keyboard only to type in field names 





Figure 7. A paradox sample application 


and certain field criteria. However, my 
overall feeling is that Corel could do a 
bit more in this area. A good start would 
be better integration of the Application 
Framework and Visual Query Builder 
with the rest of Paradox. 


So far, my database of choice has been 
Microsoft Access, but Paradox looks very 
seductive, with better implementation of 
several features (e.g. Application Frame- 
work, Object Explorer and Visual Query 
Builder). It remains to be seen whether 
Paradox will finally lure me away. oO 


A Better Computer Solution! 
Authorised Intel dealer 


Talk with the people who REALLY know... 


High performance systems, 
with the best quality com- 


ponents, can be yours — 
built exactly to your own 


specifications. Talk to us. 


Computer Rebuilds can also advise you on 


Morris Tobias has been a member 


We are keen to listen to your and long-time supporter of Melb PC 


needs and will assist you in 


planning your computer. 


since 1987. Hundreds of members 
have benefitted from his expertise. 


CD-ROMs, Hard Disks, Memory and Processor 
Upgrades, Multimedia and Networking solutions. 


Winner of PC Update 
Readers' Choice Awards — 


Computer nepeMet/ Upgrader 


Call him for an obligation free assessment! 


COMPUTER REBUILDS 


Board & Drive Upgrade Specialists 


423 City Road, South Melbourne Vic 3205 
REBUILDS felnchcne (03) 9682 3122 Fax (03) 9682 2566 
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Training courses 


DECEMBER 





Application courses 






Len Krois 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 5 Jan. 

Overview of the major new and revised features, 
including the Intemet Web features. This course 
will help people who are trying to decide on an 
office suite, or people who are considering when 
fo upgrade. 

Prerequisites: Acquaintance with other Office 
95/3.1 or other integrated Windows Office suites 
would enhance the experience, but no specifics are 


needed. 





Caroline Houston 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 21 Jan. 

This course gives an introduction to the capability 
of the tools, using the templates and wizards, 
creating graphics and creating standard slides. 
Students will create presentations that can be 
given as on-screen shows or printed for use on an 
overhead projector. This course is a must in prepc- 
ration for your next meeting/conference delivery: 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows 95 
including mouse and keyboard skills. 


— ‘ . e i 


The Melbour xe 
available fe 
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Jill Renison 


Caroline Houston 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 3 Dec. 

This course gives a more in-depth perspective 

0 creating presentations using enhanced graphics 
and special transformations from slide to slide. 
Students will create presentations that can be 
given as on-screen shows or printed for use on an 
overhead projector. This course is a must in prepa- 
ration for your next meeting/conference delivery. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows 95 
including mouse and keyboard skills. This course 
also assumes familiarity with Powerpoint in creating 
basic slides and basic graphics or attended the 
Introduction course. 





6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 12 Jan. 

Setting up MS Word to work the way you 
want it to. Creating, saving and editing 
documents, text enhancements, document 
management. What you need fo know to start 
using Word effectively and efficiently. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with the Windows 
environment including mouse and keyboard skills. 


JANUARY 


Mary Levens 


Jill Renison 
1.00 pm—4.00 pm, Mon 12 Jan. 
On completion of this course students will 


be able to create and modify the appearance of ~ 


a table, enter data into a fable, create columns 
and frames, import graphics, create captions and 
embed drawings, and use Word Art effectively. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with the Windows 
environment including mouse and keyboard skills. 
Students should be able to cut, copy and paste text 
and should have a basic knowledge of Word for 
Windows. 


Jill Renison 
9.00 am—12 noon, Thu 15 Jan. 

On completion of this course students will 
be able to create and work with a data source, 
perform a merge, merge to envelopes and labels 5 
merge from an external data source. 
Prerequisites: Must be able to create, save and 
edit Word documents, and have experience using a 
mouse with Windows. 






















Jill Renison 

1.00 pm—4.00 pm, Thu 15 Jan. 
On completion of this course students will = 
be able to create and modify templates, work 
with bookmarks and fields, record, edit and run a 
macro. 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with the Windows 
environment including mouse and keyboard skills. 
Students should be able to cut, copy and paste text 
and should have a basic knowledge of Word for 
Windows. 













Sr 


— 


Viv Martin 
9.00 am—4.00 pm, Tue 6, 13 Jan. 





__ This course is for people who have < 

” Started to use QuickBooks and want fo gain 
“further benefits from the package. 
Prerequisites: Must understand the concepts of 


double-entry bookkeeping, and be familiar with 
Windows. 


Communication courses 





Communications workshop $60 


Doug Brooke 

9.00 am—1.00 pm, Sun 11 Jan. 
Accessing and using the 88s, configuring a 
communications program, problems and 
diagnoses, networks, netmail, file transfers. 
Prerequisites: None. 

See also: File management, archiving and 
compression techniques. 


Introduction to the Melb PC BBS 


$45 


_ Lynn Pollock 
| 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 5 Dec. 


6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 30 Jan. 
A basic examination of the Melb PC es covering 
initial logon, menu system, message areas, file 


| areas and transfers, plus tips and tricks, 





Prerequisites: None. 
See also: File management, archiving and 
compression techniques. 
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internet courses 


Note: If you are starting from minimal 
knowledge, we suggest that the Internet 


2. Using the Internet with 


Windows 95 $90 


courses are best attended in the sequence  _ymn Pollock 
shown. More advanced students should a sis pm, =i a 
attend at their skill level. 00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 17 Jan. 


This is the basic course for Windows 95 users. It 
suits people about to install Win 95 Internet 
software or novice users of the Internet who 

want a full explanation of the basic setup and 
techniques involved. Hands-on individual 
installation of 32-bit Intemet software. 

Explanation, discussion and live student Intemet 
connections to demonstrate and practice all the 
major components. 

Prerequisites: Must be experienced with Win 95. 


A special Windows 3.1 Intemet course is 
available by request, subject to minimum 
student numbers. Register with the office. 


1. Introduction to the Intemet $45 


Lynn Pollock 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat 13 Dec. 

6.30 am—9.30 pm, Fri 16 Jan. 

An overview of the Melb PC Intemet service. Live 
explanations of all the major programs that make 
yp the Intemet. Full detailed discussion of the 
hardware and software items involved. General 
questions concerning Internet connections. 
Prerequisites: None. 

See also: File management, archiving and 
compression techniques. 


3. Advanced Internet Part 1: 


Effectively using Web browsers $60 


Lynn Pollock 

1.00 pm—5.00 pm, Sat 13 Dec. 

Complete examination and discussion of all the 
features in the latest versions of both Netscape 
and MS Intemet Explorer. Configuring, bookmark 
and favourite management, saving images and 
data, offline viewing of saved information, 
effective use of search engines and techniques, 
and fips and tricks. Students have live Internet 
connections fo practice their searching techniques. 
| Prerequisites: Students should have attended 

| the basic Intemet course or have a good 

| understanding of Internet principles. This is an 

| advanced course. 


4, Advanced Internet Part 2: 
Internet Workshop 


$90 


| Lynn Pollock 

| 9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 14 Dec. 

Complete discussion and live student Intemet 

| connections examining all the features that make 
| up the Intemet today, with the exception of Web 
| browsers. Students will gain experience with the 

| following: Advanced e-mail, FP, Archie, Gopher, 

| Finger, Telnet, irc Network, Intermet Phone, 

| newsgroups and list servers, also connection 

| problems and tips and tricks. 

| Prerequisites: Students should have attended 

| the basic Internet course or have a good 

| understanding of Internet principles. This is an 

| advanced course. 


Beginners’ HIML/Web page 


authoring $90 
| Steven Goldate 

| 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 1, 8 Dec. 

| 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 12, 19 Jan. 

The course covers the principles of Hmm 
(Hyperlext Markup Language) for writing Web 

| pages for the Intemet. Participants learn to write 
| HIML using a textbased and a wyswyG editor 

| Covers design aspects, things to do and not do, 
| image file formats, uploading files to a server 

| getting noticed, and more. 

Prerequisites: Basic Windows experience 

| assumed. Experience using a text editor preferred. 
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Advanced HTML/Web page 
authoring 


Steven Goldate 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 11, 18 Dec. 

This course continues on from the Beginner's HTML 
course with participants developing enhanced 
Web pages. Advanced principles of Him. design; 
fables; frames; image maps; sound: slide shows 
(autoreftesh) uploading files to a server; CGI 
scripts (forms); JAVA applets; Netscape and MS 
Explorer specific tags and more. 
Prerequisites: Beginners HIml/Web page 
authoring course. 





Operating system and 
hardware courses 








The basics of programming $135 


Gerard Schlosmacher 

9.30 am—5.30 pm, Sun 11 Jan. 

Provides students with an insight into what 
programming is all about, the concepts of 
programming and computer languages. Students 
will also review a Visual Basic program in detail 
and test it. This is a prerequisite for “Visual Basic 
for Starters” 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows, 
preferably Windows 95, including mouse and 
keyboard skills. A basic general knowledge of 
computers. 


Housekeeping a computer  $$45 


Tom Coleman 

10.30 am—1.30 pm, Fri 9 Jan. 
Optimising disk space and minimising 
file loss or corruption. Avoiding data loss 
plus organising information. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with pos command 
syntax, directory structure and file management 
and with computing terminology. 





File management, archiving and 
945 


compression techniques 





Lynn Pollock 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 12 Dec. 

Explanation of file management including virus 
location, files you can delete, and file errors. 
Archiving, covering some of the more common 
programs used and basic backup strategies. 
Additionally some techniques will be discussed for 
files you download from the 88s or Intemet. This 
course stands on its own and also complements 
Introduction to the Melb PC gs, Communications 
Workshop and Introduction to the Internet. 
Prerequisites: Must be familiar with Windows. 


$45 


Memory management 





Tom Coleman < 
10.30 am—1.30 pm, Thu 22 Jan. 

Students will be aware of the differences 
between the various kinds of memory, basic 
memory management requirements, and 
memory management techniques. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with pos command 
syntax, directory structure and file management 
and with using a text editor. 












Virus protection and recovery $45 


Tom Coleman 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 15 Dec. 
10.30 am—1.30 pm, Fri 16 Jan. 
Understanding what a virus is. Different forms 
of computer viruses and their methods of 
infection. How to avoid virus infection, and what 
fo do if virus infection occurs. 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with pos command 
syntax, directory structure and file management 
and with disk organisation and memory structure. 
Note: Free Vet 9.5 courtesy of Cybec Pty Ltd to one 
lucky student at the December course. 





Hardware upgrade and repairs $90 


seeps 










Tom Coleman 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 10, 17 Dec. 
10.00 am—5.00 pm, Wed 14 Jan. 
Students will be able to dismantle and 
reassemble a computer, replace major 
components. Be aware of the basic “rules” and 
conventions of computer building. Know enough 
fo get started on simple jobs. 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with the basic 
functions of each of a computer’s parts. 


Upgrade to Windows 95 $141 





Mary Levens 

9.00 am—5.30 pm, Sat 10 Jan. 

An understanding of the new features of 
Windows 95, and how they differ from Windows 
3.1. Using “Shortcuts”. Customising Windows 
95. Comprehensive exercise manual included. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows 3.1x, 


“~~ induding operation of Program Manager, Control 


Panel and File Manager. 









$118.50 


¥* 


Starting Windows 95 


") 


Mary Levens 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Tue 2, 9 Dec. 
9.00 am—4.00 pm, Wed 7 Jan. 
Introduces the Windows 95 environment to th 
computer novice. You'll learn basic Windows 
jargon and terminology, how to accomplish 
everyday tasks and all of the skills you'll need fo 
work in Windows 95. Students will receive a 
comprehensive exercise manual. 
Prerequisites: No prior computing experience 
required. 


Advanced Windows 95 $90 





Lynn Pollock 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 7 Dec. 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 18 Jan. 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 31 Jan. 

A tull and detailed examination of Windows 95 
for experienced users. Topics include adding 
hardware, registry contro! and editing, backup 


~ fechniques, communications, networking with 


Windows 95, conflict resolution, enhancing 
performance, system maintenance, and many tips 
and tricks. 

Prerequisites: Must be familiar with Win 95. [5 
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t’s true. Simple things are often the 
best. It’s a dis-service to call Inso 
Corporation’s Quick View Plus a file 
view utility, when it’s that, and so 
much more. Then again, it might be 
hard to stock it, if it had to be shelved 
as a “Find it—See it—Use it—Print it— 
Tool”. No matter how you categorise 
Quick View Plus, it’s one of the most 
useful, dare I say indispensable, tools 


I’ve used. That it’s easy to use is a bonus. 


Why Quick View Plus is so useful 


It happens to me all the time, and it’s 
probably happened to all our members 
at least once. The file you’ve been waiting 
for arrives and it’s in the wrong format. 


There was a time when this little 
problem could put a project on hold, 
even bring it to a complete stop. Time 
was always wasted trying, often without 
success, to find compatible programs 
available to both parties. There may be 
other tools that can solve this problem, 
but none that I’ve tried works as well or 
as easily as Inso’s Quick View Plus (Qvp). 


Put simply, QvP gives you an instant, 
fully formatted (wystwyG) display of 
almost any file. The file display for (word 
processor formatted) text, graphics, 
databases, spreadsheets, etc. is just as it 
was created in the original applications. 


Qvp has saved my bacon on more than 








Figure 1. Using QvP to display an Excel spreadsheet file (I don’t have 


Excel on my computer) 
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vick View Plus v4 


Macintosh Users East (MaUsE) 


one occasion, the most recent when the 
author of a book I was editing used 
every graphics program he could think 
of for the book’s images, graphs, charts 
and tables. He’d also embedded all of 
these in a Word document. Even though 
I didn’t have any of the graphics 
packages he used (or Word for that 
matter), I was able to view and print the 
entire document, with images, fonts, 
charts, graphs and tables intact. Once 
open for viewing, I could copy the text 
and paste it into my preferred word 
processing program. 


Qvp helps me solve other problems too. 


I’m not as well organised as I should be 
and despite a lifetime of good intentions, 
I always end up with lots of files, each 
with a range of notes on different topics. 
Eventually I want to use some of those 
notes. Finding the file isn’t a problem, 

I use a couple of full-text indexing 
programs that stand in for conventional 
(wetware) memory. I can search in an 
almost infinite number of ways. Once I 
find all the files containing at least one 
reference to the subject of the day, I 
really don’t want to open all of them, let 
alone launch each of the programs used 
to create each of the files. To tell the 
truth, even though my word processor 
can open almost any sort of file I can 
create, that’s too much work, and it 





Carol Daniels 





Figure 2. Using QvP to view a Micrographics image file 


slows things down too much for my taste. 
That’s when QvPp comes to the rescue, 
again. Once I have a list of potentially 
useful files, I use QvP to view them all. 
As long as they’re all in the same 
directory, I can view a batch of 5 or 6 at 
a time, even if they are all in different 
formats (*.HTM/L,*.TXT, *.WPD, *.WRI, *.DOC, 
even Mac formatted files!). For each 
view, I can search on the subject (word 
or words) in question. Without launching 
(or even having) the program that created 
it, I can copy relevant snippets of text 
into the program I’m using for the current 
project. QvP can also switch views amongst 
text, graphic or hex views. It can even 
display the relevant information contained 
in driver and dynamic link library files. 


Installing QVP 


I received Qvp with my copy of Corel’s 
WordPerfect Office Professional Suite, 
and installed it as part of my custom 
install of the suite. From my readings at 
the Inso web site, installation would 
seem to be straight forward. 


Using QVP 


Using Qvp is dead easy. Once it’s 

installed, it replaces the Win 95 native 
Quick View file view function. Although | 
Quick View was also written by Inso, the. 
“plus” features are well worth the small 
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investment to have a much Conclusions 


more powerful and useful ne ae Info Box — Availability and cost 
tool. For a start, it displays ey ee —rt—“‘“OOOOO—S—S—C—<—S—s—sSsSWAde le th h Pe 
art, have in your bag of CC vailable through norma 

many more file types, 200 at computing tricks. If you Inso Corporation’s  —__retail channels. Contact Se 
last count, and it’s more regularly work with files in a Quick Yew Fs y v4 :  . Corporation Australian. office: = 
convenient to use, because of halide o. ioinimes or aeee ue | —rt——ES'—sL—s—isX—iipso Austale & GE Asia 
a range of one-click features. files produced by others —rt—i‘“O“_‘iOCOr—s—SsS—Sé te 78 Be Rd 

Those 200 file formats Quick View Plus is eae Minimum system  . eos: Noy 
supported include just about save you time and requirements — | . (02) 9499. 4611. 
any mainstream (Windows, frustration...money too, for : a . he (02) 9499 4622 
DOS, and Macintosh) graphics, that matter. You won’t have z 486-based Re oo — _ You. can download a time- _ 
database, spreadsheet or word to buy an application just to e 8 MB RAM |) ~=F—ESeseSMSswimte, demonstration copy of _ 
processing format you can print and view its files! oO | ° > MB hard disk space QuickView Plus for Windows _ 
think of, including PKzip, HTML, e Windows 95. or NT 4. oO be oN from: mes Inso- _ 


and UUE. The display is 
WysIWYG. Files are printed 
with fonts, tables, embedded 
graphics, and OLE objects 
intact. 


Note: Inso Corp. also. ——™ _ Corporation web site a 
offers a 16-bit version of —-Pltp://www.inso.com 

Quick View Plus (with the RRP: $99 for new users. 
same features) to LUC Upgrade for existing users of 
under Windows as rti“‘i older version is $49 . 








Once installed Qvp, like the 
native Win 95 Quick View, 
Appears on the right- 
click context menu in 
Windows Explorer and 







On Site Training Support and Consulting Services 
M.Y.O.B 















On Site 










any standard File/Open or : oO 3 

File/Save dialog box. You can Ser ‘labl. Windows 3.1 
ise QvpP directly from this available oO % 

Menu in any program in 6 days Windows 95 
which it appears. per week Best! Books 





QvP remains open, until you 
close it. The QEVvP icon remains 
on the Task Bar and all you 
need to do to view another 
‘ile (files) is to drag it (them) 
0 the icon, or double-click 
on the icon, which brings up 
1 File/Open dialog box. If 
you're going to be using it 
often during a work session, 
t's worth leaving it open. It 
oads much faster when KB 
t's coming from memory. ck forp 
you can close it completely 


4& Internet 


Bayside Solutions. eMail: bayside@pobox.com 
Computer Consultants http://www.bayside.com.au/~bayside 
Mob: 0419 598 098 = Tel: 9587 3455 








POLLOCK Computer & Technical Services 


@ Independent Computer Advice & Consultancy. 


f you want to, or if you are @ Computer Problem Solutions §& Training. 
1ot going to use it often and @ Prompt & Friendly 7 Day On Site Service. 
vant to conserve resources Ree ie area Meares @MS DOS Windows 3.11 Windows 95 


or other eon Ponae tasks. 


Internet Tuition & Configuration a specialty | Members Discounts 
Phone 9533 5002 Fax 9598 3186 Mobile 0412 543 841 
lynn@melbpc.org.au www.sustance.com/pollock 


| This is a sample READ.ME file inside a ZIP file called SAMPLE ZIP 













So haw do you like the Outside In Viewer Technology 4.0 so far? 







PRINTER SALES 
REPAIRS and SPARE FART. 


Laurie Rooney 


Telephone: (03) 9887 4877 Factory 2, 9 Sherwood Ct. 
Facsimile: (03) 9800 1777 WANTIRNA 3152 


| N TR ON SS) (AUS DRS oro 835 488 


BMC & OKI-Microline SPECIALISTS 
Refurbished Printhead Service 
Computer — Printer Cables & Accessories 


AUTHORISED OKI SERVICE CENTRE 













igure 3. Using QvP to view the contents of individual files from 


vithin a ZIP file 
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Microsoft Encarta 98 Encyclopedia 
Deluxe Edition 


y previous encounter with 
Microsoft Encarta was its 
1995 edition and I have not 
had the chance to review 
competing products. Hence 
this is not a comparative review. I have 
admired other people’s bound copies of 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica (EB) but I 
had resolved never to buy a paper 
encyclopaedia. While I know the EB is 





Edition 


Minimum system requirements 
80486DX/50 MHz” 
Windows 95 or NT 4, 0. 

8 MB RAM (W95) or 16 MB (ND 


20 MB free disk pe ce ( ad a 5 MB 


for Research ee n 
for Yearbook, 2 3 


: 2x co ROM 


now available on CD-ROM and the Web, I 
have not needed to seek them for closer 
inspection. 

Microsoft has released Encarta 98 with 
an alternative, Deluxe Edition, which is 
reviewed here. It is the “World English” 
(not US English) version. 


What is Encarta? 


Encarta is a multimedia product, which 
means that it adds still and moving 
images, and sound to text. Hypertext 
links make it easy to explore related 
topics. This encourages the user to be 
immersed in the subject matter. A search 
tool makes it easy to find something. 

Encarta has more than 30,000 articles, 
or 10.5 million words. Topics range from 
Cosmic Strings to Chinese Mythology, 
Botany to Botany Bay, Zebra to Zymurgy. 
They are supported by 12,000 images, 
4000 audio and music clips, and 140 
videos and animations, 1400 maps, charts 
and tables. Thirty-five panoramic (360 
degree) still images help to put you in 
the picture, so to speak. 


Ash Nallawalla 









a polished work, 


an excellent 


addition to the 


Christmas stocking 


similar concept is a Virtual Tour, which 
is a collection of journeys on Earth and 
in the Space Shuttle. The detailed links 
lead to the familiar, textual material. 
Encarta has an update mechanism for 


those with Internet access. I was able Gn 
early November) to have my copy 
updated with the July, August, and 
September issues. Topics are also linked 
to third-party Web sites that appear to 
complement the subject matter. 


If you are using Encarta for research, 
then the new Research Organizer will 


Two hundred and fifty new commen- 
taries, known as Sidebars, have been 
contributed by experts in their fields or 
are verbatim extracts from famous 
documents. 

Some of this content is packaged as 
multimedia Collages, which could be 
described as a “contextual envelope”. A 


© Sound oa speakers oe 
headphones, mouse 


: Availability ond ad 


| Available from most Microsoft resellers. 





























instructions 
Type the mordidy contrisutin: aalihe ste esi raie. Chock Calcdate to 
learn hove long i wil take fc reach a adon cokers. 


AMOUNT 
$1,000,000 , : 
900,000 £ 
200,000 
700,000 | 
600,000 | 
500,000 
400,000 
200,000 
200,000 
100,000 


Monthly contribution $ 1,000 


Interest rate 





Amount frorn contribution $ 361,000 
Amount from wterest $ 639,000 


Total amount $1,000,000 


You will need to save for 31 years. 











B= Contribution 






Contribution with compound interest 


Westminster Abbey 





Figure 2. A functional calculator supplements an article on 
Compound Interest 


Figure 1. A 360-degree look at Westminster Abbey 
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atl DVErvieW, click the flashing element. To scroll sideways, click the arrows at far right. 





‘igure 3. The Olympics collage 


1elp you. It enables you to 
yrganise the material you 

ave collected from CD-ROM 
ind online sources into one 
ollection. You can create an 
yutline and then mould it into 
| report. The accompanying 
utorial and help files serve to 
each good research habits. 


Why British? 

f I have a tiny problem with 
his edition, it is that Australia 
s somehow connected with 
he UK and I don’t mean in 
he historic sense. When I 
‘licked on the Encarta home 
page (http://www.encarta.eng. 
msn.com) through a link in 
he software, it turned out to 
ye the UK site, with prices in 
-ounds. 


Victionary 
‘he dictionary in Encarta is 
ery British in content, 
avouring the “ize” verb 
»ndings that are preferred by 
he Oxford camp, whereas 
yur Macquarie dictionary (and 
he PC Update style guide) 
refers the “ise” endings. 
ddly, the UK Encarta Web 
ite itself prefers the “ise” 
pelling and mentions “45 full 
ime in house editors, fact 
heckers and proofers” who 
1elped to create this version. 
“hose experts need to visit 
he Encarta UK site and give 
t a badly needed once-over. 
Some entries appear to 
1ave made a toehold in 
incarta seemingly at random. 
‘he dictionary has some 
bbreviations, for example, 
TI (UK Department of Trade 
nd Industry) that has little 
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relevance to an Australian 
reader. If you are interested 
in quality management 
systems, then you would be 
disappointed to find that Qms 
refers to a Quartermaster 
Sergeant. While Christ merits 
a noun and an adjective, 
Mohammed and Zoroaster 
rate only as adjectives. 

In balance, the British team 
has made a very good job of 
changing the US spellings in 
articles to British English, 
which is closer to the flavour 
we use here. In my attempts 
to catch them out, I found 
not one errant “color”, 
“diarrhea”, or “encyclopedia”. 
You can click on any word in 
the articles to call up its entry 
in the dictionary. 


How up-to-date? 

The Australian content is 
much more respectable than 
in the first edition, which I 
criticised for some very dodgy 
population figures for our 
main cities. Prime Minister 
Howard’s name is mentioned 
briefly in a reference to 
February 1997, but his 
photograph and sound clip 
have not yet made their way 
here, as did his predecessor. 
Another entry is as recent as 
April 1997, which makes the 
product quite up-to-date in 
my book. The online options 
help to keep it more current. 


Recommendation 


I recommend Encarta 98, 
particularly its Deluxe Edition. 
It is a polished work, and will 
make an excellent addition to 
the Christmas stocking. 










Outline 
? Charnberiain. To the German financier Hisiriar 









Introduction cr 
Origins and Rise of Nazisin i Schacht fell the task of ueiag and carrying out much 
3 Sontire of “Antivernary ; econornic and banking lee and the German architect and 


Effects of World War | 

Bi Mazi Flac: 

@ Rice of Adit rither 

The National Socialist Party 
Hitler Assumes Complete Lez 
| The Beer Hall Putsch 
| The Party int 
Organization 


party leader Ainer Spaerwas a major figure in overseeing the 
economy just before the end of Varld war 8. 























Effects of World War | 
ig 


The imipediaters origins of National Socialism are to be found in 
the cansequences of the Gerrnan defeat in World War | 
(1914-1918). Under the terms of the Treaty of Verzaties, German 
was charged with sole responsibility for the war, stripped of its 
colonial empire, and forced to pay heavy reparations. German 
political and econornic life was seriously disrupted as a result of 


Reorganization 
The Gestapo 
Centralizatioi 







The "New Ordgq 4 Posteriori 





































Trade Unions & Priori the treaty. Severe inflation, which reached its climax in 1923, all 
| oageE Effect : py but destroyed the German middle class, leaving many of its 

Stress “pecan impoverished and despairing embers vulnerable to the appeals 
4. D. Hope of radical political groups that sprang up in the post-war years. 
4. E. Housman Only a few years after same measure of ecanomic stability and 
A. J. Foyt progress had been achieved, the worldwide economic crisis that 
A. P. Herbert began in 1929 plunged Germany into an apparently hopeless 
AS. Byatt depression. During these years the democratic Vveinar Repubie 


AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) 
4A (Automobile Association) 
Aachen 

30,030 Article titles 


was subjected to increasing attack fram both left and right. The 
republic proved unable to cope effectively with the desperate 
condition of the country. By 1933 the majority of German voters 












Supported 0 one ecrie alas erie mye feahOF LO a parties, 














Mid-deck 


DoE abbr 


fin the UK) Department of the Environment. 


doe-eyed 
doek 
doer 
does 
doeskin 
doesnt 


Did you knoe that you can double-click words in an 
article to look them up in the Dictionary? 


Figure 6. The Concise Oxford Dictionary within Encarta 


Downloading files 


a A A ARATE ‘ pene See cranes Sencar 


Encarta Encyclopedia is downloading files. You c bens sont the 
dawnload process at an. 4 time and continue it jeter. 


Estimated Time Remaining: 15 minutes 
0 of 2 months lo whiloaded 


Disconnect when finished 





oO Figure 7. You can pee the ‘earbeok mane the Internet 
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Geek speak 





Archie 


Back in the olden days—before the Web 
took off like a rocket and prompted the 
development of powerful and easy-to-use 
search engines—files were distributed 
via Gopher and FTP sites using their 
respective protocols. And you used 
Archie to search the Internet. No, that’s 
not a typo. Contrary to popular belief, 
the Internet existed long before the Web 
was invented. 


Bandwidth 


A measure of how much data can be 
transferred over a given pipeline in a 
given time. 


Web browser 


The program you use to view pages 
from the World Wide Web. You tell the 
browser which page you want by 
entering a URL or clicking on a link. 
When you do that, the browser goes out 
to the Internet and requests the page, 
and associated files, from the server on 
which the HTML file resides. The browser 
requests this page, using the HyperText 


Your fe visit to a web 
‘may be a bit disconcert 
frames can be good n 
ee for es oe 









like a pre ‘ni 






sickens A comr 
sites that use frames 
static frame, in whit : 
of contents, oro 








Transfer Protocol, if you’ve requested a 
*HTM or *.HTML document. A properly 
configured Web browser should be able 
to request other file types from other 
servers, using the proper protocol (which 
should be incorporated in the URL of the 
requested file). A Web browser suite can 
also include an e-mail program, 
newsreaders, HTML editors, kitchen sink... 


Browser dependent features 


Page features that different browsers 
display differently. In theory, this 
shouldn’t happen. In practice, different 
browsers may not just display things 
differently, but fail to display at all, or 
crash when confronted with a browser 
dependent feature not of its own 
making. Avoid these problems in pages 
you write, by using standard HTML, or by 
testing your pages on a range of browsers 
(different browsers and different (older) 
versions of the main browsers). 


Browser cache 


A special disk cache used for storing 
HTML documents and the elements that 


eb browser _ 





°s that can be 


e section you. 
ames — . 
vourite A 
ramed site. 





web Page are” 








Carol Daniels 


once you” get . 


on. your sree, 






make up a Web page. By caching a 
local copy, you can view a page again 
more quickly than if you had to retrieve 
it all over again via the net. A proxy | 
cache does the same thing, for your IsP. 
You set limits for total size and the 
frequency of checks, in your browser set 
up. Be conservative with your settings, 
an active Web surfer can fill a couple of 
gigabytes of hard drive space in no time. 


A relatively recent addition to HTML’s bag 
of tricks. This technique enables Web 
page developers to create different 
elements of a single displayed page into 
separate HTML documents. This means 
you can keep some elements constant 
within your site, while changing others 
(see panel, You’ve been framed). 


Software that programmers distribute for 
use, free of charge. Like shareware, you 
will find it on BBs and Internet sites 
(compare shareware). 
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a1F 

An acronym for Graphic Interchange 
‘ormat, it was developed by CompuServe 
is an efficient way to exchange images. 

t is now one of the main image file 
ormats used on the Web. Gir images are 
‘ompressed, to enable faster transfers. 

GIF is the subject of the Web generation’s 
you say tomayto, I say tomarto, conun- 
lrum. Some say it’s pronounced with a 
ard *o" as in gift, without the “t’, 

thers say it’s a soft j-like “g” as in jiffy, 
rithoue the “y” 


sopher 

ike Archie, gopher was one of the work- 
1orses of the pre-Web Internet. Before 
ITTP, gopher protocols was one of the 
srimary ways of distributing text 
locuments. Gopher sites still exist. If you 
ind one with the files you want, use it. It 
nay be faster than retrieving the same 

ile from an Web site. (Hint, you'll need 
o configure your Web browser to handle 
;opher requests.) 


lits 

When a browser requests a Web page 
rom a server, each file that makes up 
hat page, from the actual text (HTML) 
age to all the graphics, icons, sound 
iles, video clips, etc. is also requested. 
‘ach request represents a hit. 


nternet Explorer 
Aicrosoft’s Web browser. 


PEG (or JPG) 


he initials come from “Joint Photographic 
‘xperts Group” the group responsible for 
eveloping this graphic image format. 





Like Gir files, JPEG files are compressed 
files used on the Web. You can vary the 
amount of compression, thus juggling 
compression (and speed of transfer) 
against acceptable image quality. 


Lynx 

Before Internet Explorer, before Netscape, 
even before Mosaic, there was Lynx. This 
little speedster was the first, popular Web 
browser. And despite repeated reports of 
its demise, Lynx is still used. It’s 
distributed by the University of Kansas. It 
runs on the UNIX OS. It displays text 
only. Now, for Lynx afficionados, this is 
a benefit, not a defect. Because, of its 
text only interface, Lynx sets a blistering 
pace. You should be able to understand 
and navigate standards-compliant Web 
pages that include graphic elements, 
although to view the images, you must 
download the graphics files and view 
them with a standalone file viewer. In 
contrast, non-compliant pages look like 
the wrong end of the dog’s breakfast 
when viewed with Lynx. 


Mosaic 

The first graphical Web browser—the one 
that fanned the spark that set the net on 
fire. Mosaic was developed by National 
Center for Supercomputing Applications 
(NCSA) at the University of Illinois Urbana/ 
Champaign (UIUC) in 1993. Some of the 
developers (students and staff) that 
worked on Mosaic went on to form 
Netscape Communications (Netscape’s 
founder Marc Andreesen, for example). 


Netscape 
A Web browser, and the flagship product 
of Netscape Communications. 


Page views 


A measurement technique that aggregates 
all the hits that constitute a Web page, 
and is therefore a better estimate of a 
page’s or site’s popularity than hits. 


Programs made available by developers 
on a “try before you buy” agreement. 
The understanding is that if you use the 
product, you will pay the developer a 
registration fee, for the privilege of 
continued use. Authors/developers 

usually offer incentives to register, such 
as more detailed documentation, 
additional features, disabled nag screens 
or free upgrades (compare freeware). 




















Microsoft Internet Explorer 
Version 3.0 (4. 70.1215] 
Copyright ©1995-96 Microsoft Corp. All rights reserved. 


Based on NCSA Mosaic. NCSA Mosaic(TM] was 
developed by the National Center for Supercomputing 
Applications at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. Distributed under a licensing 
agreement with Spyglass. Inc. 








Contains security software licensed from R54 Data 
Secunty Inc. 


Portions of this software are based in part on the work 
of the Independent JPEG Group. 


Contains SOCKS client software licensed from 
Huromingbird Commurications Ltd. 


This product is licensed to: 
User 
Melbourne PC User Group Inc 


Current difficulties aside, a peek at the 
message revealed upon selecting, Help, 
then, About Internet Explorer, acknowledges 
the common ancestry of MSIE and Netscape 
Navigator. 












i. A _ Tob bookmark the site’ s main entranc 
_ os Left click on any non-active part of the 


 @8=)=)=h—h—s—hFrhFEFS:# “which helps frugal aes (ike yours 
3.1 (NNG). and Micwosok 2 
(MSIE) Vv S OL the most _ To bookm 


_ ie ‘Right click on any non-active part of 


: To: save or r print a frame: 
- . - a te Gee on as 
___ ito save the fram 


on sie doesn’t prom t you with the fram 
ime _ actual file name. If you want to use 
a. you can right click on the frame in © 
question, then Properties from which 
can cut and paste the file name. Or 
_ click, ‘then File, Properties, again, from _ 


which y you ¢ can 1 cut and paste the file name. 
truly) check if the last page is worth = To add a fram ne to your list of Favorites: 
_ Printing. . = Right — on the frame in question. A 
a or ae Select Add to Favorites. 


























ark at ; . - 











the frame, a menu will pop up, from 
which you select Add Bookmark, 





left dick O y porion of he: screen 
_ view. Then select Favorites, Add to 
Favorites. Mstz makes it much easier to” 
organise Favorites because the Add to 
Favorites dialog box includes the Create . S 
fn option. Netscape simply adds the 

~ bookn mee to the end of the list. a 





_ screen view, then Bookmark and Add 
/ Bookmark. 















on-active part of t 
n File, Save as F 
To print the fram 
— left click on any on-active part of 

frame, then. File, Pri 
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1997 PC Update Readers’ 


Ch 





his year we tried something 
different in our annual survey of 


your likes and dislikes. In previous 


years we had numerous categories 
for software, hardware, and even 


for your favourite advertisers and vendors. 


Once again I would like to thank all 
those who responded. The number who 
voted, both in hardcopy and electronic 
format, was considerably greater than 
previously. Thank you for providing the 
information we need to continue making 
PC Update the popular magazine it is. 

In recognising popularity of software 
packages or suites provided by the major 
suppliers, we opted for something quite 
different this year. We also took the 
opportunity to survey what you would 
like to see published in PC Update in the 
future, and although there are no awards 
in these categories we have listed those 
areas that seem to have the most interest. 


Favourite Software (suites and 
operating systems not eligible) 

It would seem that many who responded 
did not read the message in brackets as 
we had many votes for MS Office, 
Windows 95, etc—all of which we had 
to discount. 

The winners in this category have 
been winners in individual categories 
over the past couple of years, and so 
there were few surprises except to see 
for what our members use their 
computers. Word processing is obviously 
the most used individual application, but 
the equal scoring in this category 
between a financial and a spreadsheet 
package is very interesting. Internet 
software was also well represeted. 
Winner: Microsoft 

Word for Windows 
Joint Runners Up: Intuit Quicken 
Microsoft Excel 


Favourite New Program 
(must be a genuinely new product) 
This category was intended for new 
programs only, and not later versions of 
an existing product. Again a lot of votes 
were given to new versions of existing 
software, and so had to be discounted. 
It is interesting to note that both 
winners had presentations at Melb PC 
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oice Awards 


monthly meetings during the year, 
offering their products to members at 
special prices. Perhaps there is a 
message there! 


Winner: Power Quest 
PartitionMagic 

Runner Up: CyberMedia 
First Aid 


Most Useful Application 


For this category we had in mind what 
used to be called Utilities. One of the 
winners was one that wins every year 
and was little surprise, however the 
effect of a completely new product 
PartitionMagic was shown by being 
runner up. 

A sad thing was that XTree Gold, 
which won in previous years, still scored 
extremely well, despite it no longer 
being on the market. 


Winner: Nico Mak Computing 
WinZip 

Runner Up: Power Quest 
PartitionMagic 

PC Update authors 


Moving away from commercial products, 
we then asked you to name your 
favourite authors over the past year. 

The four highest scorers were Carol 
Daniels, George Skarbek, Stan Johnstone 
and Bob Burt. However as both Carol 
and I are directly involved, we declined 
the honour and recognised the other two 
as the winners. I am sure you will agree 
that they are the ones who should be 
recognised. 

Winner: George Skarbek 
Runner Up: Bob Burt 


Best PC Update article: 


Only about 50 per cent of respondents 
gave an answer here—possibly you 
didn’t like any of the articles, possibly 
none left any permanent impression, 
possibly you couldn’t find your magazine, 
or possibly it was too hard to pick 

which one was best. We like to think 
that last reason was the problem. 

Two series of articles stood out: 
Winner: Are you looking SCSI lately? 
Fred Townsend 
Tips & Tricks 
George Skarbek. 


Runner Up: 


Stan Johnstone 









From here on we used the questions as 
a quick survey of what you like and whi 
you would like to see more (or less) of 
in future issues. In many cases the list is 
quite long, so here are just the highlight: 


Future PC Update articles—what sor 
would you like to see? 


It is quite obvious we are all looking for 
information on how to use our own 
computers more effectively. The answers 
told us more about what you would like 
to read, not that there were any surprise 
The two most popular topics were 
tips, and “how-to” articles. Following 
these were reviews, with tutorials fairly 
close behind. Then a lot further behind 
came programming, features, personal 
experience, and industry overviews. 


PC Update topics —what topics 
would you like to see covered 


The greatest single interest was shown ir 
Windows 95. Windows NT was much 
lower down the list but still had a total 
equal to the sum of the last three items- 
Windows 3.x, Unix, and os/2. We 
accidentally omitted Dos, and it would 
have been interesting to see where it 
would have fitted in. 

Using the Internet scored the highest 
collective total, followed by communi- 
cations, utilities, and upgrading in about 
equal proportions. 

Business-type applications in the 
various forms such as spreadsheets, 
databases and publishing were further 
down the list than would have been 
expected; 

From the survey it would appear that 
PC Update readers do not use their 
computers to a significant degree as a 
resource for education, games, or 
entertainment—but then again, they may 
not need magazine articles to assist with 
these applications. 

Once again thank you to all who 
participated in this year’s Readers’ Choice 
Awards. The PC Update team will learn 
from the information you have given in 
this survey and it will enable them to 
provide you with even more of what 
you would like to read. 

Who knows what questions they can 
think up for you next year? 


Peter’s PC Update Puzzles 


hese puzzles are designed to 
e solved without using a 
computer—if a bird-brain can 
write them, another bird- 
brain can solve them! 


in Assorted Dozen 


his is the last PC Update for 1997, 
o here’s a collection of posers to 
eep the grey matter busy, in 
etween parties. 

I wish you all an enjoyable 

oliday season and a safe and 

appy 1998. 

. Between them, x* and x° contain 
each of the digits 0-9 once. 
What is the value of x? 

What is the missing number in the 
Sl FOF 55446 76.82 
What English word contains three 
consecutive pairs of double letters? 
The day before yesterday Jack was 
only 15 years old. Next year he 
can vote. How can that be? 

What number that ends in 4 
becomes four times larger if the 
4 is moved to its start? 

What 8-digit number, containing 
all the digits 1-9 other than 6, 
produces a 9-digit number 
containing all the digits 1-9, 
when it is multiplied by 6? 

The number 19 bus is due at 
9.48. The number 7 bus is due 
at 11.38. The number 21 bus is 
due at 1.41 and the number 26 
bus is due at 4.48. What bus is 
due at 6.21? 

he answers to the next two are 

roverbs, where each consonant 

as been replaced by a different 

git. The spaces don’t necessarily 

dicate word breaks. 
12A34 OU'S5E 6ES5E7 2A84O 
U6ESE 79100 
12E3 E’450 5E406 7IS58A 41204 
E12A1 9051 4EE 

int for the next three: English 

otation uses and, but American 
desn't. 

. What is the largest number, less 
than one million, that can be 
expressed in normal American 
notation using four words? 

. What is the largest number, less 


— 


| eed 
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Peter Smith 


November’s answers Losing with Lotto 


Bouncing Basketballers 
Andrew Hubbard, Centre, 210 
cm, Portland Princes 

Brad Gordon, Forward, 201 cm, 
Albury Angels 

Chris Johnson, Guard, 89 cm, 
Canberra Vultures 











David Ians, Forward, 207 cm, 
Geelong Jackals 

Eric Fisher, Guard, 180 cm, 
Sin-City Slickers 

Cryptotext 

If a free society cannot help the 
many who are poor, it cannot 
save the few who are rich. 

















than one million, that can be 
expressed in normal English 
notation using four words? 

. What is the smallest number that 
can be expressed in normal 
English notation using three words? 











Losing with Lotto 

A lotto syndicate plays each week, 
using the same set of numbers. 
Eleven weeks’ results are shown. 
Can you work out the minimum size 
of the system played, its numbers? 


Hints 


Each draw has six winning numbers 
and two “supplementary” numbers. 
The results given show which win- 
ning and supplementary numbers 
matched numbers in the system. 


AbdbddbbdddbdA4b4 


The staff and committee of Melb PC 
and PC Update wish all our q 

volunteers, members and readers 
the Seasons Greetings and : 


yr a safe and happy 1998 
baad dbd dS EEELABE 
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System Size: O8FSEFBSEGHFHEEZOOHOHSHGDOHESHO 
Numbers: 
(you should not need all the boxes!) 






































How do we use computers... 
from Edward Thomas 


| too was shocked by some of the 
revelations in your editorial, “How do 
we use computers, let me count the 
ways.”. It is not your friend who 
worries me; | have empathy with his 
unconcern. It is probable that we use 
our machines for about the same 
amount of time each week, although 
he checks his e-mail more frequently 
than | do. You will find that there are 
more of us out there! My concern is 
about the lack of productivity on your 
machine. Your write without precision 
that you, “get hundreds of messages 
every day”. | interpret this to mean 
that you never receive less than 200 
messages on any day, which expands 
to rather more than 1,400 a week. 
Presuming that it takes an average 
of 30 seconds selecting and reading 
each message and a further minute 
replying, this means that you spend 
more than 35 hours each week 
plodding through your e-mail. You 
poor thing! Further on in the editorial 
you write of multi-functionality, usage 
patterns, modular software, produc- 
tivity claims and other hard to define 
expressions. Then the dreadful 
admission that it is all a cover up! 
Although your main activity is word 
processing, and you are “technically 
















a touch typist” your fingers are un- 
controllable and you take little notice 
of the immediate results. You “type 
away for paragraphs (some-times 
pages) at a time” producing 
gibberish which no auto-correct can 
handle. Having spent an unestim- 
atalbe [sic] time producing this 
gibberish you must then spent rather 
more time correcting it. | hope that 
you will strongly resist any attempt by 
your friends to persuade you to 
become “technically a computer 
technician”. My advice on how to 
avoid these unproductive activities is 
as follows. First, your should install 
an e-mail filter (sometimes called a 
secretary) which cuts out the un- 
important and uninteresting messages 
(usually about 90%). Secondly, you 
should look for a piece of software 
or hardware, which will encourage 
you to pay more attention to your 
extremities. What | have in mind is 
something, which will give you severe 
and continuous shocks (physical, 
mental, moral, spiritual, or cultural — 
it doesn’t matter), every time your 
fingers stray from the home keys for 
more than five seconds. If you take 
this advice, perhaps you too will have 
the time to occasionally put your feet 
up and think of other things! 


Ps. You can save yourself a minute 


today by not replying to this message. 





Will the 
new “Rip- Fear-gourp 
Slolter- - 900! " Game 
be out ‘in time For 
“Christmas >? 














Random 
access 


Answers received 


From Peter Bjelic: Citizen gx240 
drivers can be found at 
http://www.citizen_america.com/ 
technical/drivers. html 


From Rick Dhur: This response is 
to a query in the October PC 
Update. | also had trouble 
finding a driver for my 24x 
Panasonic CD-ROM, and an 
extremely helpful person from 
Canada sent me the required 
software and it worked. [JS Rick 


sent me the file if anyone wants it] 


From David Burville: You can find 
the Panasonic 24 CD-ROM drivers 
at htto://www.windrivers.com/ by 
searching by company and then 

CDROM. 


From Nick Heslington: In the 
October PC Update | read an 
Unanswered question from Ron 
Kitchenn regarding the Windows 
3.1 swap file. Here is how | got 
around this problem. Select none 
for the swap file from the Enh 
icon in the Control Panel. Let the 
machine reboot. If it doesn’t 
reboot, manually reboot it. Run 
Windows. Exit Windows and 
check in the root directory to 
make sure the swap file isn’t 
there. Defrag the drive the swap 
file is on. Start Windows again 
and set up a permanent swap file 
and reboot. If all goes well you 
should have a fresh swap file at 
the end of the defragged data. 


From Nick Heslington: | saw a 
question from Brian Bracegirdle 
regarding a print server. Here are 
a few things he might have to 
consider. Does the problem 
happen when using only one 
printer or when both printers are 
in use at the same time? Does it 
happen when the plotter is used 
while the printers are working? 
Does each of the printer ports 
have a separate IRQ and 
address? Is the machine running 
out of memory, i.e. is the swap 
file too small or is there 
insufficient RAM. | currently have 
about 20 Pentiums running 
Windows 95 hooked to a NT4 


Jobn Swale 








server. The server has two printer 
ports in use by an HP 6L and an 
HP 500C. Three of the clients 
share their printers with the rest of 
the network. All seems to go well 
with very few hiccups. 


Questions and answers 


@ In the Age a few weeks ago, 
George Skarbek’s column 
was discussing Word macro 
viruses and mentioned that 
Word 6 running under 
Windows 3.11 had a tile 
called WINWORD.CPT that 
contains preferences. What is 
the equivalent under Word 7 
for Windows 95¢ 


A They are kept in NORMAL.DOT. 
You can delete the file to 
remove the virus but it will 
also remove any macros, 
customisations and default 
directory changes that you 
have made. In an office 
environment if there is a 
standard setup you could 
copy NORMAL.DOT from 
another uninfected PC. You 
could make NORMAL.DOT 
read-only, which should stop 
most of the current virus 
infections. Because 
NORMAL.DOT is so important it 
is recommended that you 
take a backup of the file at 
regular intervals and before 
and after making any 
changes. 


@ | have Windows 95 and wani 
to network to another PC but 
| get a message that there is 
not enough storage. | have 
40 MB of RAM and 300 MB 
of disk free. 


A 1: Check your TEMP directory 
and clean out any files. Make 
sure that the TEMP directory 
partition has sufficient room. 
This can be caused by putting 
the TEMP directory on a RAM 
drive that is too small. 


2: | had the same message 
when trying to load a 
program and cured it by 
turning off Norton AntiVirus. 
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_4- Upgrade to.2.1G $115 



















* 104 keyboard 
&\ choice of desk-top or 
mini-tower case 


=) 6x86-PR200+ CPU 
& 512K cache 
& 16M 60nS EDO RAM 


& 512K cache 


1.6G EIDE HDD &i Canon BJC-210 & 2.1G EIDE HDD Epson 300 & 3.2G Ultra EIDE HDD 
1.44M FDD colour printer & 1.44M FDD colour printer & 1.44M FDD 
& 2M S3 Virge PCT video card 33.6K fax/modem & 2M Diamond Stealth Pro 3D 33.6K fax/modem & 4M Diamond Stealth 3D Pro 
& 15" Win LR monitor &l Windows 95 PCI video card Windows 95 PCI video card 
= 24X CD-ROM drive & 15" Win LR monitor & 17" Goldstar NI LR monitor 


& Vet anti-virus software 


& 16-bit Plug n Play sound card 
& Pair of speakers 
Microsoft mouse & pad 








- Applies = three comp er ar sys 


1 year on-site warranty, delivery, Setup. * 
2 year parts, unlimited labour warranty. 


= 6x86-PR166MX CPU 


& 32M 60nS EDO RAM 


& 24X CD-ROM drive 

& Sound blaster 16PnP 
& Pair of speakers 

& Microsoft mouse & pad 





© 104 keyboard 
& choice of desk-top or 
mini-tower case 


& 512K cache / TX chipset & choic 


& 32M 60nS EDO RAM 


Vet antivirus software 


with built-in speakers 
&.24X CD-ROM drive 
&| Sound Blaster 64PnP 
& Microsoft mouse & pad 











8 key keyboard. 
5 - 2M 64bit graphics contr 
- Upgrade to 64M $620 - Built-in 16bit sound syste’ 
Uparade to TET stereo speakers & micr 
+} Bi fxinge *joac: - Integrated 20X CD-RO 
$195 -2 button touch - 










4M‘72pin $34 eI 

‘4M 72pin EDO $29 2 

8M 72pin $55 2 5c 

8M 72pin EDO $45 3 

16M 72pin _ $89 Internal IDE ZIP $179 3. 

16M 72pin EDO . $79 Zip disks $20 43 

32M 72pinEDO ~—- $165 A 3G I 

16M SDRAM . $99 43G 

32M SDRAM $100 516 

5 ae icone Or ‘6.4G.IBM ultra ° $589 
" Guoeeenine 6.4G Quantum’ST $595 





- fast single pass scanning 


KTX ext. with voice” $129 - TWAIN compatible 
Dynalink int. $105 - ‘ldsartornotubexst 
Dynalink ext. $129 


Banksia int. with voice $739 
Banksia ext. with voice $209 





Netcomm int. - $145 Songs Fog 
Netcommext.SVD $209 as eee 


Netcomm ext.Mem. $449. 
Netcomm 56K Flex $225 












- Scan from 75 to 4800DPI! 


Merosot Offies 97 Pip 
mngrade valne pack 





Office 97 Pro upgrade, Publisher 97, Picture It!, 
Norton AntiVirus, Encarta 97 World Atlas, Money 97, 
Bookshelf Basics, Games Sampler, Internet Explorer. 








* - Limited to Melbourne metro areas only. Conditions apply. 


_ & Intel Pentium-200MMX CPU & 104 keyboard 


mini-tower case 
& 33.6K fax/modem 
& Windows 95 
& Vet antivirus software 


IF monitor! 






















units will vary. 


e of desk-top or 














Features: 

- 80 times the capacity 
and 5 times the speed 
of conventional 1.44M 
floppy drives. 

- Read / write compatible 
with standard 1.44M and 
720K diskettes. 

- Each LS-120 diskettes will hold 120M of data. © 
Ideal for storing large download files sey the 
internet. 
- Industry standard ATAPI 
IDE interface. 


LS-120 diskettes: $24.50 ’ 























Sales Hotline: a 


City: 305 Latrobe St. 
Coburg: 311 Sydney Ra. 
Clayton: Cnr. Blackburn & Wellington Rds. 


Ph 

Ph 

hi 

Blackburn: 88 South Pde. Ph:( 




















Includes DVD-ROM drive and 
DVD playback card. 
Everything you need to experience 
this incredible new 

technology! 









Outstanding 
ound & picture 





Features: 

- 4M of 100MHz SGRAM upgradeable 
to 8M. 

- ATl RAGE PRO chip for superior 
2D and 3D performance. 

- Hardware assisted 
MPEG-2 / DVD 
acceleration 
and scaling. 





- Supports Intel Pentium II processor 
233~333MHz. 
- Intel 82440LX PClset. 
- Supports up to 1G RAM 
- Support for ultra 
= DMAHDD. 
- ATX form factor. 
















www. jecsuonae 


03)9602-3499 Fax:(03)9642-8551 
03)9383-7511 Fax:(03)9383-7896 
03)9562-9501 Fax:(03)9562-9261. 
03)9877-7071 Fax:(03)9877-7081 


Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E & OE. 






